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Speech of Msgr. Stefano Mazzotti, Chargé d’Affaires, a.i.

Apostolic Nunciature,
for the Interreligious Prayer Meeting in
Memory of the Victims of the Earthquake
of April 3, in Hualien.

(Message from the Secretariat of State)

THE MOST REVEREND JOHN BAPTIST LEE KEH-MEAN
PRESIDENT OF THE CHINESE REGIONAL
BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF TATWAN

HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS WAS DEEPLY SADDENED TO
LEARN OF THE LOSS OF LIFE AND DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE
EARTHQUAKE IN TAIWAN, AND HE ASSURES EVERYONE
AFFECTED BY THIS DISASTER OF HIS HEARTFELT SOLIDARITY
AND SPIRITUAL CLOSENESS. POPE FRANCIS LIKEWISE PRAYS
FOR THE DEAD, THE INJURED AND ALL THOSE DISPLACED,
AS WELL AS FOR THE EMERGENCY PERSONNEL ENGAGED IN
RECOVERY EFFORTS, AND INVOKES UPON ALL THE DIVINE
BLESSINGS OF CONSOLATION AND STRENGTH.

CARDINAL PIETRO PAROLIN
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(Followed by the message of Msgr. Stefano Mazzotti)

Natural disasters, such as earthquakes, challenge our faith, the faith of
those who believe that behind everything that exists, there is a superior
plan, a loving plan. It is a mystery, before which we become silent.

St. Paul helps us to hope:

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are nothing compared
with the glory to be revealed for us. For creation was made subject to
futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in the
hope that creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption .... We
know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now” (Letter to
the Romans, 8:18-22).

While waiting for total redemption, we can react, in some way, right now.
Pope Francis in the encyclical “Laudato si’” says that: “Our goal is to
become painfully aware, to dare to turn what is happening to the world
into our own personal suffering and thus to discover what each of us can do
about it” (LS 19).

This means becoming compassionate and learning empathy. Compassion
and empathy are the feeling that unites those present at this celebration
today, belonging to different religious faiths, but united by their common
humanity. It is a common humanity that makes us feel that the suffering of
our fellow men is not a stranger, which leads us to remember those who,
due to the earthquake, have ceased to belong to this dimension. A common
humanity places us in an attitude of prayer, that is, of those who know
they are needy, that they are not self-sufficient. In this awareness of being
a creature, indelibly connected with one’s peers, lies the infinite dignity of
human beings.

Taipei, 5 May 2024
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR

THE 61" WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FOR VOCATIONS

21 April 2024

Called to sow seeds of hope and to build peace

Dear brothers and sisters!

Each year, the World Day of Prayer for Vocations invites us to reflect on
the precious gift of the Lord’s call to each of us, as members of his faithful
pilgrim people, to participate in his loving plan and to embody the beauty
of the Gospel in different states of life. Hearing that divine call, which is far
from being an imposed duty — even in the name of a religious ideal — is the
surest way for us to fulfil our deepest desire for happiness. Our life finds
fulfilment when we discover who we are, what our gifts are, where we can
make them bear fruit, and what path we can follow in order to become signs
and instruments of love, generous acceptance, beauty and peace, wherever
we find ourselves.

This Day, then, is always a good occasion to recall with gratitude to the
Lord the faithful, persevering and frequently hidden efforts of all those
who have responded to a call that embraces their entire existence. I think of
mothers and fathers who do not think first of themselves or follow fleeting
fads of the moment, but shape their lives through relationships marked by
love and graciousness, openness to the gift of life and commitment to their
children and their growth in maturity. I think of all those who carry out their
work in a spirit of cooperation with others, and those who strive in various
ways to build a more just world, a more solidary economy, a more equitable
social policy and a more humane society. In a word, of all those men and
women of good will who devote their lives to working for the common
good. I think too of all those consecrated men and women who offer their
lives to the Lord in the silence of prayer and in apostolic activity, sometimes
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on the fringes of society, tirelessly and creatively exercising their charism
by serving those around them. And I think of all those who have accepted
God’s call to the ordained priesthood, devoting themselves to the preaching
of the Gospel, breaking open their own lives, together with the bread of the
Eucharist, for their brothers and sisters, sowing seeds of hope and revealing
to all the beauty of God’s kingdom.

To young people, and especially those who feel distant or uncertain about
the Church, I want to say this: Let Jesus draw you to himself; bring him
your important questions by reading the Gospels; let him challenge you
by his presence, which always provokes in us a healthy crisis. More than
anyone else, Jesus respects our freedom. He does not impose, but proposes.
Make room for him and you will find the way to happiness by following
him. And, should he ask it of you, by giving yourself completely to him.

A people on the move

The polyphony of diverse charisms and vocations that the Christian
community recognizes and accompanies helps us to appreciate more fully
what it means to be Christians. As God’s people in this world, guided by his
Holy Spirit, and as living stones in the Body of Christ, we come to realize
that we are members of a great family, children of the Father and brothers
and sisters of one another. We are not self-enclosed islands but parts of a
greater whole. In this sense, the World Day of Prayer for Vocations has a
synodal character: amid the variety of our charisms, we are called to listen
to one another and to journey together in order to acknowledge them and to
discern where the Spirit is leading us for the benefit of all.

At this point in time, then, our common journey is bringing us to the
Jubilee Year of 2025. Let us travel as pilgrims of hope towards the Holy
Year, for by discovering our own vocation and its place amid the different
gifts bestowed by the Spirit, we can become for our world messengers and
witnesses of Jesus’ dream of a single human family, united in God’s love
and in the bond of charity, cooperation and fraternity.

This Day is dedicated in a particular way to imploring from the Father the
gift of holy vocations for the building up of his Kingdom: “Ask the Lord
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of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). Prayer — as
we all know — is more about listening to God than about talking to him. The
Lord speaks to our heart, and he wants to find it open, sincere and generous.
His Word became flesh in Jesus Christ, who reveals to us the entire will
of the Father. In this present year, devoted to prayer and preparation for
the Jubilee, all of us are called to rediscover the inestimable blessing of
our ability to enter into heartfelt dialogue with the Lord and thus become
pilgrims of hope. For “prayer is the first strength of hope. You pray and
hope grows, it moves forward. I would say that prayer opens the door to
hope. Hope is there, but by my prayer I open the door” (Catechesis, 20 May
2020).

Pilgrims of hope and builders of peace

Yet what does it mean to be pilgrims? Those who go on pilgrimage seek
above all to keep their eyes fixed on the goal, to keep it always in their mind
and heart. To achieve that goal, however, they need to concentrate on every
step, which means travelling light, getting rid of what weighs them down,
carrying only the essentials and striving daily to set aside all weariness,
fear, uncertainty and hesitation. Being a pilgrim means setting out each
day, beginning ever anew, rediscovering the enthusiasm and strength needed
to pursue the various stages of a journey that, however tiring and difficult,
always opens before our eyes new horizons and previously unknown vistas.

This is the ultimate meaning of our Christian pilgrimage: we set out on
a journey to discover the love of God and at the same time to discover
ourselves, thanks to an interior journey nourished by our relationships with
others. We are pilgrims because we have been called: called to love God
and to love one another. Our pilgrimage on this earth is far from a pointless
journey or aimless wandering; on the contrary, each day, by responding
to God’s call, we try to take every step needed to advance towards a new
world where people can live in peace, justice and love. We are pilgrims of
hope because we are pressing forward towards a better future, committed at
every step to bringing it about.

This is, in the end, the goal of every vocation: to become men and women
of hope. As individuals and as communities, amid the variety of charisms
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and ministries, all of us are called to embody and communicate the Gospel
message of hope in a world marked by epochal challenges. These include
the baneful spectre of a third world war fought piecemeal; the flood of
migrants fleeing their homelands in search of a better future; the burgeoning
numbers of the poor; the threat of irreversibly compromising the health
of our planet. To say nothing of all the difficulties we encounter each day,
which at times risk plunging us into resignation or defeatism.

In our day, then, it is decisive that we Christians cultivate a gaze full of
hope and work fruitfully in response to the vocation we have received, in
service to God’s kingdom of love, justice and peace. This hope — Saint Paul
tells us — “does not disappoint” (Rom 5:5), since it is born of the Lord’s
promise that he will remain always with us and include us in the work of
redemption that he wants to accomplish in the heart of each individual
and in the “heart” of all creation. This hope finds its propulsive force in
Christ’s resurrection, which “contains a vital power which has permeated
this world. Where all seems to be dead, signs of the resurrection suddenly
spring up. It is an irresistible force. Often it seems that God does not exist:
all around us, we see persistent injustice, evil, indifference and cruelty. But
it is also true that in the midst of darkness something new always springs
to life and sooner or later produces fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium, 276). Again,
the Apostle Paul tells us that, “in hope we were saved” (Rom 8:24). The
redemption accomplished in the paschal mystery is a source of hope, a sure
and trustworthy hope, thanks to which we can face the challenges of the
present.

To be pilgrims of hope and builders of peace, then, means to base our
lives on the rock of Christ’s resurrection, knowing that every effort made
in the vocation that we have embraced and seek to live out, will never be
in vain. Failures and obstacles may arise along the way, but the seeds of
goodness we sow are quietly growing and nothing can separate us from
the final goal: our encounter with Christ and the joy of living for eternity
in fraternal love. This ultimate calling is one that we must anticipate daily:
even now our loving relationship with God and our brothers and sisters is
beginning to bring about God’s dream of unity, peace and fraternity. May
no one feel excluded from this calling! Each of us in our own small way,
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in our particular state of life, can, with the help of the Spirit, be a sower of
seeds of hope and peace.

The courage to commit

In this light, I would say once more, as I did at World Youth Day in Lisbon:
“Rise up!” Let us awaken from sleep, let us leave indifference behind, let
us open the doors of the prison in which we so often enclose ourselves, so
that each of us can discover his or her proper vocation in the Church and
in the world, and become a pilgrim of hope and a builder of peace! Let
us be passionate about life, and commit ourselves to caring lovingly for
those around us, in every place where we live. Let me say it again: “Have
the courage to commit!” Father Oreste Benzi, a tireless apostle of charity,
ever on the side of the poor and the defenseless, used to say that no one
is so poor as to have nothing to give, and no one is so rich as not to need
something to receive.

Let us rise up, then, and set out as pilgrims of hope, so that, as Mary was for
Elizabeth, we too can be messengers of joy, sources of new life and artisans
of fraternity and peace.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 21 April 2024,

Fourth Sunday of Easter.

FRANCIS
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MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER POPE FRANCIS FOR

THE 58" WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL
COMMUNICATIONS

24.01.2024
Artificial Intelligence and the Wisdom of the Heart:

Towards a Fully Human Communication

Dear brothers and sisters !

The development of systems of artificial intelligence, to which I devoted
my recent Message for the World Day of Peace, is radically affecting
the world of information and communication, and through it, certain
foundations of life in society. These changes affect everyone, not merely
professionals in those fields. The rapid spread of astonishing innovations,
whose workings and potential are beyond the ability of most of us to
understand and appreciate, has proven both exciting and disorienting. This
leads inevitably to deeper questions about the nature of human beings,
our distinctiveness and the future of the species homo sapiens in the age
of artificial intelligence. How can we remain fully human and guide this
cultural transformation to serve a good purpose ?

Starting with the heart

Before all else, we need to set aside catastrophic predictions and their
numbing effects. A century ago, Romano Guardini reflected on technology
and humanity. Guardini urged us not to reject “the new” in an attempt
to “preserve a beautiful world condemned to disappear”. At the same
time, he prophetically warned that “we are constantly in the process of
becoming. We must enter into this process, each in his or her own way,
with openness but also with sensitivity to everything that is destructive and
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inhumane therein”. And he concluded: “These are technical, scientific and
political problems, but they cannot be resolved except by starting from our
humanity. A new kind of human being must take shape, endowed with a
deeper spirituality and new freedom and interiority”. [1]

At this time in history, which risks becoming rich in technology and poor
in humanity, our reflections must begin with the human heart. [2] Only by
adopting a spiritual way of viewing reality, only by recovering a wisdom
of the heart, can we confront and interpret the newness of our time and
rediscover the path to a fully human communication. In the Bible, the heart
is seen as the place of freedom and decision-making. It symbolizes integrity
and unity, but it also engages our emotions, desires, dreams; it is, above all,
the inward place of our encounter with God. Wisdom of the heart, then, is
the virtue that enables us to integrate the whole and its parts, our decisions
and their consequences, our nobility and our vulnerability, our past and our
future, our individuality and our membership within a larger community.

This wisdom of the heart lets itself be found by those who seek it and be
seen by those who love it; it anticipates those who desire it and it goes
in search of those who are worthy of it (cf. Wis 6:12-16). It accompanies
those willing to take advice (cf. Prov 13:10), those endowed with a docile
and listening heart (cf. 1 Kg 3:9). A gift of the Holy Spirit, it enables us to
look at things with God’s eyes, to see connections, situations, events and
to uncover their real meaning. Without this kind of wisdom, life becomes
bland, since it is precisely wisdom — whose Latin rootsapere is related to
the noun sapor — that gives “savour” to life.

Opportunity and danger

Such wisdom cannot be sought from machines. Although the term “artificial
intelligence” has now supplanted the more correct term, “machine learning”,
used in scientific literature, the very use of the word “intelligence” can
prove misleading. No doubt, machines possess a limitlessly greater capacity
than human beings for storing and correlating data, but human beings
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alone are capable of making sense of that data. It is not simply a matter of
making machines appear more human, but of awakening humanity from the
slumber induced by the illusion of omnipotence, based on the belief that we
are completely autonomous and self-referential subjects, detached from all
social bonds and forgetful of our status as creatures.

Human beings have always realized that they are not self-sufficient and
have sought to overcome their vulnerability by employing every means
possible. From the earliest prehistoric artifacts, used as extensions of the
arms, and then the media, used as an extension of the spoken word, we have
now become capable of creating highly sophisticated machines that act as a
support for thinking. Each of these instruments, however, can be abused by
the primordial temptation to become like God without God (cf. Gen 3), that
is, to want to grasp by our own effort what should instead be freely received
as a gift from God, to be enjoyed in the company of others.

Depending on the inclination of the heart, everything within our reach
becomes either an opportunity or a threat. Our very bodies, created for
communication and communion, can become a means of aggression. So
too, every technical extension of our humanity can be a means of loving
service or of hostile domination. Artificial intelligence systems can help
to overcome ignorance and facilitate the exchange of information between
different peoples and generations. For example, they can render accessible
and understandable an enormous patrimony of written knowledge from
past ages or enable communication between individuals who do not share a
common language. Yet, at the same time, they can be a source of “cognitive
pollution”, a distortion of reality by partially or completely false narratives,
believed and broadcast as if they were true. We need but think of the long-
standing problem of disinformation in the form of fake news, [3] which
today can employ “deepfakes”, namely the creation and diffusion of images
that appear perfectly plausible but false (I too have been an object of this),
or of audio messages that use a person’s voice to say things which that
person never said. The technology of simulation behind these programmes
can be useful in certain specific fields, but it becomes perverse when it
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distorts our relationship with others and with reality.

Starting with the first wave of artificial intelligence, that of social media,
we have experienced its ambivalence: its possibilities but also its risks and
associated pathologies. The second level of generative artificial intelligence
unquestionably represents a qualitative leap. It is important therefore to
understand, appreciate and regulate instruments that, in the wrong hands
could lead to disturbing scenarios. Like every other product of human
intelligence and skill, algorithms are not neutral. For this reason, there is
a need to act preventively, by proposing models of ethical regulation, to
forestall harmful, discriminatory and socially unjust effects of the use of
systems of artificial intelligence and to combat their misuse for the purpose
of reducing pluralism, polarizing public opinion or creating forms of
groupthink. I once more appeal to the international community “to work
together in order to adopt a binding international treaty that regulates the
development and use of artificial intelligence in its many forms”. [4] At the
same time, as in every human context, regulation is, of itself, not sufficient.

Growth in humanity

All of us are called to grow together, in humanity and as humanity. We
are challenged to make a qualitative leap in order to become a complex,
multiethnic, pluralistic, multireligious and multicultural society. We are
called to reflect carefully on the theoretical development and the practical
use of these new instruments of communication and knowledge. Their great
possibilities for good are accompanied by the risk of turning everything
into abstract calculations that reduce individuals to data, thinking to a
mechanical process, experience to isolated cases, goodness to profit, and,
above all, a denial of the uniqueness of each individual and his or her story.
The concreteness of reality dissolves in a flurry of statistical data.

The digital revolution can bring us greater freedom, but not if it imprisons
us in models that nowadays are called “echo chambers”. In such cases,
rather than increasing a pluralism of information, we risk finding ourselves
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adrift in a mire of confusion, prey to the interests of the market or of the
powers that be. It is unacceptable that the use of artificial intelligence should
lead to groupthink, to a gathering of unverified data, to a collective editorial
dereliction of duty. The representation of reality in “big data”, however
useful for the operation of machines, ultimately entails a substantial
loss of the truth of things, hindering interpersonal communication and
threatening our very humanity. Information cannot be separated from living
relationships. These involve the body and immersion in the real world; they
involve correlating not only data but also human experiences; they require
sensitivity to faces and facial expressions, compassion and sharing.

Here I think of the reporting of wars and the “parallel war” being waged
through campaigns of disinformation. I think too of all those reporters
who have been injured or killed in the line of duty in order to enable us to
see what they themselves had seen. For only by such direct contact with
the suffering of children, women and men, can we come to appreciate the
absurdity of wars.

The use of artificial intelligence can make a positive contribution to
the communications sector, provided it does not eliminate the role of
journalism on the ground but serves to support it. Provided too that it values
the professionalism of communication, making every communicator more
aware of his or her responsibilities, and enables all people to be, as they
should, discerning participants in the work of communication.

Questions for today and for the future

In this regard, a number of questions naturally arise. How do we safeguard
professionalism and the dignity of workers in the fields of information and
communication, together with that of users throughout the world ? How do
we ensure the interoperability of platforms? How do we enable businesses
that develop digital platforms to accept their responsibilities with regard
to content and advertising in the same way as editors of traditional
communications media? How do we make more transparent the criteria
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guiding the operation of algorithms for indexing and de-indexing, and for
search engines that are capable of celebrating or canceling persons and
opinions, histories and cultures? How do we guarantee the transparency of
information processing? How do we identify the paternity of writings and
the traceability of sources concealed behind the shield of anonymity? How
do we make it clear whether an image or video is portraying an event or
simulating it? How do we prevent sources from being reduced to one alone,
thus fostering a single approach, developed on the basis of an algorithm?
How instead do we promote an environment suitable for preserving
pluralism and portraying the complexity of reality? How can we make
sustainable a technology so powerful, costly and energy-consuming? And
how can we make it accessible also to developing countries?

The answers we give to these and other questions will determine if artificial
intelligence will end up creating new castes based on access to information
and thus giving rise to new forms of exploitation and inequality. Or, if it
will lead to greater equality by promoting correct information and a greater
awareness of the epochal change that we are experiencing by making it
possible to acknowledge the many needs of individuals and of peoples
within a well-structured and pluralistic network of information. If, on the
one hand, we can glimpse the spectre of a new form of slavery, on the other,
we can also envision a means of greater freedom; either the possibility
that a select few can condition the thought of others, or that all people can
participate in the development of thought.

The answer we give to these questions is not pre-determined; it depends on
us. It is up to us to decide whether we will become fodder for algorithms
or will nourish our hearts with that freedom without which we cannot grow
in wisdom. Such wisdom matures by using time wisely and embracing our
vulnerabilities. It grows in the covenant between generations, between those
who remember the past and who look ahead to the future. Only together
can we increase our capacity for discernment and vigilance and for seeing
things in the light of their fulfilment. Lest our humanity lose its bearings,
let us seek the wisdom that was present before all things (cf. Sir 1:4): it will
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help us also to put systems of artificial intelligence at the service of a fully
human communication.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 24 January 2024

FRANCIS

[1] Letters from Lake Como.

[2] The 2024 Message for the World Day of Social Communications takes
up the preceding Messages devoted to encountering persons where and
how they are (2021), to hearing with the ear of the heart (2022) and
speaking to the heart (2023).

[3] Cf.“The Truth Will Make You Free” (Jn 8:32). Fake News and
Journalism for Peace, Message for the 2018 World Day of Social
Communications.

[4] Message for the 57" World Day of Peace, 1 January 2024, 8.

2024 / No.417

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR

THE FIRST WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY
25-26 May 2024

Dear Children!

Your first World Day, which will be held in Rome on 25-26 May this year,
is fast approaching. That is why I thought of sending you a Message. [ am
happy that you will be able to read it and I thank all those responsible for
passing it on to you.

I want to speak to each of you, dear children, because, as the Bible teaches
us, and as Jesus showed so often, “you are precious” in God’s eyes (Is 43:4).

At the same time, | am addressing this Message to all of you, because
all children, everywhere, are a sign of every person’s desire to grow and
flourish. You remind us that we are all children, brothers and sisters. We
would not be alive unless others brought us into this world, nor could
we grow without having others to love and from whom to receive love
(ct. Fratelli Tutti, 95).

All of you, girls and boys, are a source of joy for your parents and your
families, but also for our human family and for the Church, in which each
of us is like a link in a great chain stretching from the past to the future and
covering the whole earth. That is why I encourage you to pay attention to
the stories of grown-ups: your moms and dads, your grandparents and great
grandparents. And not to forget all those other children and young people
who are already battling illness and hardship, in hospital or at home, and
those who even now are being cruelly robbed of their childhood. I think of
children who are victims of war and violence, those experiencing hunger
and thirst, those living on the streets, those forced to be soldiers or to flee
as refugees, separated from their parents, those prevented from going to
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school, and those who fall prey to criminal gangs, drugs or other forms
of slavery and abuse. Let us listen to their voices. We need to hear those
voices, for amid their sufferings they remind us of reality, with their tearful
eyes and with that tenacious yearning for goodness that endures in the
hearts of those who have truly seen the horror of evil.

Dear young friends, in order for us and our world to grow and flourish,
it is not enough to be united with one another; we need, above all else,
to be united with Jesus. From him we receive a great deal of courage.
He is always close to us, his Spirit goes before us and accompanies us
on all the world’s pathways. Jesus told us: “Behold, I make all things
new” (Rev 21:5); this is the theme I have chosen for your first World Day.
These words invite us to become as clever as children in grasping the new
realities stirred up by the Spirit, both within us and around us. With Jesus,
we can dream of the renewal of our human family and work for a more
fraternal society that cares for our common home. This starts with little
things, like saying hello to others, asking permission, begging pardon, and
saying thank you. Our world will changed if we all begin with these little
things, without being ashamed to take small steps, one at a time. The fact
that we are small reminds us that we are also frail and need one another as
members of one body (cf. Rom 12:5; 1 Cor 12:26).

That is not all. The fact is that we cannot be happy all by ourselves, because
our joy increases to the extent that we share it. Joy is born of gratitude for
the gifts we have received and which we share in turn and it grows in our
relationships with others. When we keep the blessings we have received
to ourselves, or throw tantrums to get this or that gift, we forget that the
greatest gift that we possess is ourselves, one another: all of us, together, are
“God’s gift.” Other gifts are nice, but only if they help us to be together. If
we don’t use them for that purpose, we will always end up being unhappy;
they will never be enough.

Instead, when we are all together, everything is different! Think of your
friends, and how great it is to spend time with them: at home, at school, in
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the parish and the playground, everywhere. Playing, singing, discovering
new things, having fun, everyone being together and excluding no one.
Friendship is wonderful and it grows only in this way: through sharing and
forgiving, with patience, courage, creativity and imagination, without fear
and without prejudice.

Now, I am going to share a special secret with you. If we really want to
be happy, we need to pray, to pray a lot, to pray every day, because prayer
connects us directly to God. Prayer fills our hearts with light and warmth;
it helps us to do everything with confidence and peace of mind. Jesus
constantly prayed to the Father. Do you know what Jesus called him?
In his language, he simply called him “Abba”, which means “Daddy”
(cf. Mk 14:36). Let’s do the same thing! We will always feel that Jesus is
close to us. He himself promised us that, when he said, “For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20).

Dear children, you may know that in May, many of us will be together in
Rome, to be together with children from all over the world. To prepare well
for this, I would ask all of you to pray the same prayer that Jesus taught
us — the Our Father. Recite it every morning and every evening, in your
families too, together with your parents, brothers, sisters and grandparents.
But not just by saying the words! Think about those words that Jesus
taught us. He is calling us and he wants us to join actively with him, on this
World Children’s Day, to become builders of a new, more humane, just and
peaceful world. Jesus, who offered himself on the Cross to gather all of us
together in love, who conquered death and reconciled us with the Father,
wants to continue his work in the Church through us. Think about this,
especially those of you who are preparing to receive First Communion.

God has loved us from all eternity (cf. Jer 1:5). He looks upon us with the
eyes of a loving father and a gentle mother. He never forgets us (cf. Is 49:15)
and every day he accompanies us and renews us with his Spirit.

Together with the Most Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, let us pray
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in these words:

Come, Holy Spirit,
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