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V.312-2010

Report on Inter-
religious Dialogue in
Taiwan 2010

General Information regarding
religions in Taiwan

Taiwan is a country with multi-
religious context. The most popular
religion is Folk Religion. It is a
combination of Confucianism,
Taoism, Buddhism and folklore.
Certainly, the Folk Religion is
not serious in dogma or religious
structure. It depends on the tradition
from generation to generation. The
most important religious activity is
invoking for blessings, protection
from evil and etc. The faithful follow
activities of nearby temples or altars,
celebrate anniversaries of deities
and other festivals. Pilgrimage to
famous temples around the island is
also a common custom. There are
8,000 Taoist temples and more the
10,000 altars/shrines in Taiwan.

There are 20 main religions
registered in Taiwan according to a
Guide book for Religions issued on
November 2009 by the Taiwanese
Government. namely:
Buddhism({?15%), Taoism(ifi5%),
Protestant Churches in Taiwan:
There are mainly 24 denominations
of Protestant Churches(%l f{f’?) and
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the largest the Presbyterian Church.

Tenrikyo(=ZEF%), Tien Ti Chiao(=7175%),

Yi Kuan Tao(— €15%),  The Church of Jesus (2! Z[ifiE55¢7)

Christ of Latter-day Saints(8{'f|5%) Chinese Confucwnlsm Fl 1B 555 %"
Catholic Church(= = 7%) Islam(fHZm#5%),Li Ch1ao($'—¥)

The government has officially recognized recently many “churches” or
new communities of faith and new religious movements. The very rapid
development of new religious projects, new religious communities and new
religious movements everywhere in Taiwan is challenging every Christian
and all religious believers to open themselves more and more to a genuine
dialogue and cooperation with neighbors of other religious traditions. The
whole Christian community, especially the Catholic community in Taiwan,
faces this big challenge.

There has been, in the last ten years, a rapid development of new Buddhist
centers of religious, cultural, social and educational activities. Among
the new centers of religious activities, quite a few have been established
by monks of the Tibetan tradition. Outstanding Buddhist Masters, men
and women of great vision and deep spiritual experience, endowed with a
remarkable sensitivity to the people's deepest aspirations and needs have
initiated many new proj ects. Created in 1966, the Buddhist Compassion Tzu
Chi Association ( 2]/ # ¢ ) has today four million members committed
to the development of somaf medical, educational and cultural projects. In
less than ten years, five Buddhist universities ( 2 7% #Ik  Z&ye
£ A Z) have been founded in Taiwan. Every year now, thousands
of faithful follow one of the many three-day or seven-day spiritual retreats
directed by Ch'an Masters. New monasteries are being constructed all over
the island, as hundreds of new monks and nuns are ordained each year. Of
course along with this trend comes a steady and unrelenting increase in the
number of believers. Buddhism has now more than two million followers in
Taiwan.

Present Situation of Inter-religious Dialogue in Taiwan

The dialogue between Christians and Buddhists that has deep roots in
Taiwan is now progressing at a fast pace. A major and particularly audacious
initiative of the Buddhist community occurred eleven years ago with the
launching of an idea to create a "World Religions Museum" ( {}] p¥ 5+
]'ﬁ]ff’dﬁ’é.’ ). This project is to take place in Taiwan, and will form a meeting
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place for people of all faiths and people in search of a faith by which they
can live. It is a place where all can easily learn to respect each other, to
share their religious experience, and to work together for the construction
of peace in the world. The project is being carried out step by step by the
LlngChluShan Prajna Cultural and Educational Foundation ( %}*‘%JL RiEdRS

7). The first building of the Museum was inaugurated in Taipei in
the yea 2000

In contrast with the flourishing "Chinese religions", Christianity is still,
in the eyes of many, a "foreign religion". Christians still form only a tiny
minority of the overall population. Many major churches, particularly
the Catholic Church, have remained at a standstill for the last twenty-five
years. However, it must be noted that Christianity's cultural, social and
educational influence in Taiwan goes far beyond the churches' institutional
boundaries. It must also be noted that several Christian churches are actively
engaged in the search for effective ways and means of promoting in Taiwan
a meaningful inter-religious dialogue. The Department and the Graduate
School of Religious Studies at Fujen Catholic University are playing an
important role in this field.

Even before Vatican II, several Christian leaders from the Catholic and the
Protestant Churches of Taiwan had joined the Chinese Inter-faith Friendship
Association ( FF5(5 iﬁ?" % ) founded in Nanking by Archbishop Yu-
Pin. It shows how d1 logue between Christians, Buddhists and Muslims was
already progressing. In 1973, the Chinese Association for Inter-religious
Dialogue ( %K,,Sf’?ff—w ) was created in Taipei with the view of fostering
dialogue and cooper;‘uon among leaders of the seven religions and was
then officially recognized by the government. About fifteen years later,
the Chinese Inter-faith Friendship Association welcomed as members, the
representatives of all officially recognized religions (eleven at that time) and
founded the World Inter-faith Association ( f}] i &3 Tfﬂi%" ).

In September of 1991, the Catholic Bishops' Conference created a new
National Commission to replace the "Sub-committee for Ecumenical
Affairs" which had been until then attached to the National Commission for
Education and Culture. The new Commission was called "Commission for
Inter-religious Dialogue and Cooperation" (.55 5657 7 (=5 F 1¢7). It was
also called "Commission for Inter-religious and cumenical Cooperation"
(official English name) to indicate that, in the multi-religious context of
Taiwan, the search for Christian Unity and the promotion of inter-religious
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dialogue are two inseparable dimensions of the same task. It is indeed
through genuine openness to our neighbors of other faiths, a deep respect
of their beliefs and religious practices, a sincere dialogue and concrete
initiatives of fraternal cooperation that we are able to listen to the Spirit
at work in them and their communities of faith like in our own Christian
communities. It is from the deep communion of life that this attention
generates that the ecumenical movement of the Church derives its power.
In 1995, a “National Commission for Promoting Christian Unity" was
created. One year later, separate Diocesan Commissions for "Inter-religious
Dialogue" and "Promoting Christian Unity" were formed in three dioceses:
Taipei, Chiayi, and Tainan; a joint Commission for "Christian Unity and
Inter-religious Dialogue" was formed in the Diocese of Kaohsiung.
Episcopal Commission for Interreligious Dialogue.

Pres; Most Rev. Thomas Chung

Members:
Most Rev. Bosco Lin Rev. Mark Chih -Jung Fang, SJ.
Mr. Joseph Te-Kuang Chen Sr. Theresa Huang, OFM
Ms Maria R.C. CHAO Ms Cecilia Tan

Exec.Sec.: Rev. John B. Huang,OFM.  Asst. Sec: Ms Winnie Su
Looking Forward to the Future

Ten orientations are pointed out for the future work in a recent meeting of
the Commission for Inter-religious and Ecumenical Cooperation

The Commission has good relations with Buddhist, Taoist and Protestant
churches since its creation. More attention must be geared towards dialogue
with the Islam religion in the future, because they are a big influence to
world peace. Communication and good understanding with Muslims will be
a key point for inter-religious dialogue.

The relevant documents from colloquiums, workshops that have been done
must be collected. The collected documents, the teachings of Vatican II and
the Pontifical congregation for the evangelization of peoples concerning
theology, spirituality and etc will be sent to each diocese to enforce the idea
of inter-religious dialogue for the laity as well as the clergy.

Write articles and columns with high readability in the Church’s newspapers
and magazines, indicating the basic idea and appropriate attitude towards
inter-religious dialogue and ecumenism. Invite parish priest to introduce
these idea to the faithful in Sunday’s homilies.
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Establish work groups; organize weekend workshops in different levels for
different people in order to promote the study of inter-religious dialogue
and ecumenism. The relevant person of each diocese, after participation in
workshops can become a resource person to animate and encourage inter-
religious dialogue and ecumenism in their parish or diocese.

Intensify the communication among organizations inside the Church, so that
all who had organized activities on inter-religious dialogue can share with
one another their experiences, their resources and later contribute to the
inter-religious dialogue work for CRBC’s Secretariate.

Emphasize the communication with folk religion; get acquainted with the
meaning of their liturgies and actions.

“Chinese Evangelistic Seminary” will openly discuss “spiritual” theology
with Theologians’ Association. It is a good venue for participation and
learning.

The main work of this Commission is to strengthen propagation and
formation. On one hand, continue to publish articles in newspapers and
magazines, build up the basic conception of inter-religious and cooperation,
foster the correct attitude; And on the other hand, collect all the information
in Taiwan regarding this concern, including the ones from the Department of
Religious Science of Fu Jen Catholic University, from the activities of each
diocese and etc. After which, make a report to the Pontifical Commission.
(This report was presented by the Secretary General of CRBC on July 13th
2010 at the PCID meeting in Bangkok).
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PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

Meeting with the Asian Members,
Consultors and some Chairmen
of the Episcopal Commissions for
Interreligious Dialogue of the South,
South-East
and Far-East Asian Countries

Dates: 12th - 18th July 2010

The Pontifical Council for Interreligious
Dialogue (PCID), formerly known as the
Secretariat for non-Chnstians, organizes
meetings, periodically, at the continental levels,
with its Consultors. The first such meeting, at
the Asian

level, dates back to 1988 when both the PCID
and Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs (OEIA) of the Federation of Asian
Bishops' Conferences (FABC) jointly organized at the Salesian Retreat
House, Hua Hin, Thailand, from September 23 rd to 29 th with 'Dialogue
at a turning point: The Asian Perspective' as its theme. In his invitation
letter to the Consultors, dated 22 December, 1987, Cardinal Francis Arinze,
the then President of this Pontifical Council stated that the objective of the
meeting was 'to exchange information on the dialogue situations in different
countries of Asia, to reflect on the theological underpinning for dialogue
and to explore possibilities of increased cooperation' with followers of other
religious traditions. Each successive meeting, since then, has been motivated
and animated by this objective.

The PCID held its second meeting at the same venue, on 22-28 June, 1991,
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in joint collaboration, again, with the OEIA/FABC. Besides reporting on
interreligious situations and endeavors in their respective countries, the
participants deliberated on the theme of 'Interreligious Dialogue: Fresh
horizons for communion and cooperation
today'. In these two meetings, besides the
Consultors and the Staff members of both the
PCID and OEIA/FABC, some experts and
special invitees participated as well.

The third meeting convened at the Asirvanam
Benedictine Monastery, Bangalore, India
from July 5 th to 8 th, 1998, had also
representatives, for the first time, from
the Pacific Oceanic Region following a
suggestion from the previous meeting in
Hua Hin that this Region be also invited. In
addition the Secretaries of National Episcopal
Commissions for Interreligious Dialogue
in Asia were participating, following the
suggestion of the aforesaid meeting. It
focused on two themes: 1. preparing for
the Great Jubilee, 2000 2. Follow-up to the
Synod for Asia.

Aaron's Retreat House, Suwon, Korea, was the place of the last meeting on
24-27 September, 2002. This time the theme was: 'Interreligious Dialogue is
the way to face together the various problems in Asia'.

The meeting at Baan Phu Waan, Sampran, Thailand, from 12-19 July
2010 is the fifth such meeting with the Asian Consultors. Drawing from
past experiences, it has been deemed more appropriate to include, in the
consultations, the Members as well as Chairmen of National Episcopal
Commissions for Interreligious Dialogue of Asian countries that have no
representation in the Dicastery, either as a Member or a Consultor, for a
more comprehensive picture of the interreligious situation and concerted
interreligious dialogue endeavors in Asia.
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Concluding Remarks : H. Em. Card. Tauran
Sampran Meeting, 16 July, 2010

As we have reached the conclusion of our meeting, my feeling is that
we have realized our objective: to listen to learn and to share. Archbishop
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Celata and all the collaborators of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious
Dialogue, join me in thanking you- the protagonists of these days. We are
deeply aware of the precious time and energy you have generously offered
to our Dicastery and we want to thank you heartily for the quality of your
participation.
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Our sentiments of gratitude also go to the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of Thailand, the Episcopal Commission for Inter-religious Dialogue of
Thailand and the Archbishop of Bangkok for their warm hospitality and
close collaboration. We are also grateful to the entire Staff of the Baan Phu
Waan Centre for their dedicated service.

Through the exchange of information and assessment, we have been
made aware of the extraordinary capacity of the Catholic Church in Asia in
building bridges and promoting understanding among people of different
religious traditions. The documents which have been presented are the
result of an intense preparation and they have been deeply appreciated by
every one.

Genuine respect towards all religions and the desire to promote mutual
understanding across religious lines reflected in your presentations and
in our fraternal conversations showed that we intend to go further. Let
us remember what Pope Benedict XVI wrote in his encyclical Caritas in
Veritate : "it is time for all the believers” to unite their efforts with those
of all men and women of good will... so that these words of ours may
effectively correspond to the divine plan.. : living as a family under the
creator's watchful eyes”(57).

I cannot make a list of all the new and interesting aspects of your
presentations. We have been alerted, during this meeting, on the necessity
of developing a more structured dialogue with the Sikhs as well as with the
Jains. The drafting of a document on spirituality of dialogue also has been
mentioned. I can assure you that the papers presented constitute for us a
precious store-house of views that will be particularly useful for our work
in the future.

Amidst the complexity of Buddhism, a certain aggressiveness of
Islam and the pretentions of the Hindutva ideology, we never ever under-
evaluated the necessity of proclaiming Jesus Christ as the only Savior. It is
obvious therefore, that we are convinced of the necessity of inter-religious
dialogue which is a priority of the pastoral ministry of Pope Benedict XVI.
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Through the various stages of dialogue, Christians and non-Christians
realize more and more the need to impart and to receive information, to
give and to receive explanation, to ask questions to each other. It seems
to me that in the context of Asian culture where some times one refrains
from showing one's emotions and frustrations, we Christians who believe
in a "GW with a human face... " (Spe salvi, 31) have to deepen our faith, to
purify our attitudes, to clarify our language and to render our worship more
and more credible.

It seems to me that we have to meet a triple challenge: the challenge of
identity: who are we, in whom do we believe; the challenge of difference:
the follower of another religion is not necessarily my enemy; the challenge
of plurality: God is mysteriously at work in each of His creature.

Before I conclude, I would like to make a concrete proposal. It is
obvious that not every one is convinced about the necessity ofinter-
religious dialogue in our communities. They have apprehensions and
mental blocks. So am wondering if it would not be convenient that a
particular Sunday of the Liturgical year be dedicated to Inter-religious
dialogue. I explain myself: In a given country, on that particular Sunday,
the Episcopal Commission for Inter-religious dialogue could provide
leaflets to all parishes with special prayers and indications for the homily
on inter-religious dialogue in order to equip the pastors and worshippers
for a better comprehension and better testimony so that they can commit
themselves adequately to the two fold duty of proclaiming Jesus Christ and
continuing of dialogue.

Finally, I am sure that you share my gratefulness to God for these days
of intense ecclesial communion, of brotherhood and loyalty to the person
and the teachings of the Successor of Peter.

Let us make the recommendation of Paul to Timothy resound in our
hearts: "Be an example to all the believers in the way you speak and behave
in your love and your faith and your purity. In this way you will save both
yourself and those who listen to you" (4:15).
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI
FOR THE 96th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS
AND REFUGEES (2010)

Theme: Minor migrants and refugees

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The celebration of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees once again
gives me the opportunity to express the Church's constant concern for
those who, in different ways, experience a life of emigration. This is
a phenomenon which, as I wrote in the Encyclical Caritas in Veritate,
upsets us due to the number of people involved and the social, economic,
political, cultural and religious problems it raises on account of the dramatic
challenges it poses to both national and international communities. The
migrant is a human person who possesses fundamental, inalienable rights
that must be respected by everyone and in every circumstance (cf. n. 62).
This year's theme — “Minor migrants and refugees” — touches an aspect that
Christians view with great attention, remembering the warning of Christ
who at the Last Judgement will consider as directed to himself everything
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REFUGEES (2010)

that has been done or denied “to one of the least of these” (cf. Mt 25:40, 45).
And how can one fail to consider migrant and refugee minors as also being
among the “least”? As a child, Jesus himself experienced migration for, as
the Gospel recounts, in order to flee the threats of Herod, he had to seek
refuge in Egypt together with Joseph and Mary (cf. Mt 2:14).

While the Convention on the Rights of the Child clearly states that the best
interests of the minor shall always be safeguarded (cf. Art. 3, 1), recognizing
his or her fundamental human rights as equal to the rights of adults,
unfortunately this does not always happen in practice.

Although there is increasing public awareness of the need for immediate
and incisive action to protect minors, nevertheless, many are left to
themselves and, in various ways, face the risk of exploitation. My venerable
Predecessor, John Paul II, voiced the dramatic situation in which they live in
the Message he addressed to the Secretary General of the United Nations on
22 September 1990, on the occasion of the World Summit for Children.

“I am a witness of the heart-breaking plight of millions of children on every
continent. They are most vulnerable, because they are least able to make
their voice heard” (L’Osservatore Romano, English edition, 1 October 1990,
p- 13). I warmly hope that proper attention will be given to minor migrants
who need a social environment that permits and fosters their physical,
cultural, spiritual and moral development. Living in a foreign land without
effective points of reference generates countless and sometimes serious
hardships and difficulties for them, especially those deprived of the support
of their family.

A typical aspect of the migration of minors is the situation of children born
in the host country or of those who do not live with their parents, who
emigrated after their birth, but join them later. These adolescents belong
to two cultures with all the advantages and problems attached to their dual
background, a condition that can nevertheless offer them the opportunity to
experience the wealth of an encounter between different cultural traditions.
It is important that these young people be given the possibility of attending
school and subsequently of being integrated into the world of work, and
that their social integration be facilitated by appropriate educational and

51



V.312-2010

social structures. It should never be forgotten that adolescence constitutes a
fundamental phase for the formation of human beings.

A particular category of minors is that of refugees seeking asylum, who,
for various reasons, are fleeing their own country, where they are not given
adequate protection. Statistics show that their numbers are increasing. This
is therefore a phenomenon that calls for careful evaluation and coordinated
action by implementing appropriate measures of prevention, protection and
welcome, as set forth in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (cf. Art.
22).

I now turn in particular to parishes and to the many Catholic associations
which, imbued with a spirit of faith and charity, take pains to meet the needs
of these brothers and sisters of ours. While I express gratitude for all that
is being done with great generosity, I would like to invite all Christians to
become aware of the social and pastoral challenges posed by migrant and
refugee minors.

Jesus' words resound in our hearts: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”
(Mt 25:35), as, likewise, the central commandment he left us: to love God
with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind, but together with
love of neighbor (cf. Mt 22:37-39).

This leads us to consider that any of our concrete interventions must first be
nurtured by faith in the action of grace and divine Providence. In this way
also hospitality and solidarity to strangers, especially if they are children,
become a proclamation of the Gospel of solidarity. The Church proclaims
this when she opens her arms and strives to have the rights of migrants and
refugees respected, moving the leaders of Nations, and those in charge of
international organizations and institutions to promote opportune initiatives
for their support.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary watch over us all and help us to understand
the difficulties faced by those who are far from their homeland. I assure all
those who are involved in the vast world of migrants and refugees of my
prayers and cordially impart to them the Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 16 October 2009

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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Sea Sunday Message 2010

Dear chaplains, volunteers, friends and supporters of the Apostleship of the
Sea,

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has declared the 2010 “Year
of the Seafarer” to pay tribute to the 1.5 million seafarers for their unique
contribution to the society, and increase awareness on the difficult situations
created by nature, but often also by people, in which many of them found
themselves, while sailing across the seas of the world. As seafarers are
usually defined as “invisible people”, passing quickly through the ports,
the annual celebration of Sea Sunday invites the Christian communities
to see and recognize them as “real people” who, with their hard work and
sacrifices, make our life more comfortable.

The seafarers are workers different from the ones on land, also because
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we do not see them going to work every day. Their contract requires from
them to leave wife, children, family and friends, for a long period of time.
They sail from port to port often in isolated places with little time to go
ashore before they sail out again. The perimeter of the vessel is the limit
of their world, the confine space of the cabin is their home and they share
their work with people of different nationalities and religions, often using a
“Babel of languages” to communicate. For seafarers loneliness is a constant
companion, injustices are frequent. Moreover in these times of economic
crisis crews are easily abandoned in foreign ports, pirates attacks are
becoming more frequent and when an accident occurs criminalization and
detention are sometimes the price they pay on behalf of the vessel owner or
the charter.

The technological progress has made many changes on the maritime world
improving safety and reliability of the vessels and fast turnaround in port
but little has changed on the human needs of seafarers and fishers. These
needs are simple, a warm welcome in a foreign country, a van to transport
them to the city, a telephone or a computer to connect with their family and
loved ones, a priest to celebrate the Holy Mass — if they are Catholic — or
bless them, a friend to listen to their stories and problems, a volunteer or a
pastoral agent to visit them in hospital or in jail.

The Apostleship of the Sea was founded by a small group of committed
people in Glasgow on the 4th October 1920, to provide spiritual and
material assistance to “neglected” Catholic seafarers and to provide for their
needs. Since then it has grown behind any expectation, and in looking back
at its humble beginning, we can see the providential hand of God in the way
in which the Apostolate has spread throughout the world.

Providing pastoral care, especially through ship visiting, for seafarers and
fishers remains our main concern as it was at the origin of this Apostolate.
Therefore, we would like to encourage everyone to continue to support this
“Work” hoping that the local Churches will be more and more involved in
this pastoral care.
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The Apostleship of the Sea, with its network of “Stella Maris” and Centers
around the world, is always available to respond to the seafarers requests,
welcoming them in a home away from home and making their life a little
easier.

The chaplains and volunteers in many ports of the world are visiting
hundreds of vessels, welcoming thousands of seafarers of all religions
and nationalities offering counseling, clothing, telephone cards, money
and providing a safe and secure port in time of crisis and also, last
but not least, helping to maintain in their life the openness towards the
transcendental values.

On the international and national level the Apostleship of the Sea also does
advocacy work to promote sea-farers rights and provide justice for seafarers.
In remembering its 90th Foundation Anniversary and celebrating the Year
of the Seafarer, we would like to make an appeal to the States to speed up
the ratification of the 2006 Maritime Labor Convention, a fundamental
instrument to improve the working and living conditions of seafarers.
Finally everyone on this occasion is invited to pause for a moment and
pray for them and their families and recommend to Mary, Star of the Sea,
the chaplains and volunteers that every day generously walk along piers,
climb gang ways and show love and concern for “those who for various
reasons live and work in the maritime world” (Motu Proprio Stella Maris,
Introduction).

" Archbishop Antonio Maria Veglio
President

" Archbishop Agostino Marchetto
Secretary
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AOS TAIWAN SAILING ONWARD

“Think globally, act locally” these are the words of His Excellency Most
Rev. John Hung, the Archbishop of Taipei and the President of the Chinese
Regional Bishops’ Conference (CRBC), in one of his interviews.

True enough with regards to the Catholic Church’s concern to the
international seafarers’ visiting the ports of Taiwan. The societies have been
benefited by the unique contributions of the 1.5 million seafarers around
the globe. The church identified them as “invisible people”. The 2010 Sea
Sunday message emphasizes that the seafarers are workers different from
the ones on land, because people do not see them going to work every day.
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Their contract requires from them to leave wife, children, family and friends,
for a long period of time. They sail from port to port often in isolated places
with little time to go ashore before they sail out again. The perimeter of the
vessel is the limit of their world, the confine space of the cabin is their home
and they share their work with people of different nationalities and religions,
often using a “Babel of languages” to communicate. For seafarers loneliness
is a constant companion, injustices are frequent. Moreover in these times of
economic crisis crews are easily abandoned in foreign ports, pirates attacks
are becoming more frequent and when an accident occurs criminalization
and detention are sometimes the price they pay on behalf of the vessel
owner or the charter.

2010 has been designated as a “Year of Seafarers” by the International
Maritime Organization (IMO). Different Maritime Organizations, Seamen’s
Unions, and Seafarers’ welfare providers (including the Catholic Church’s
Apostleship of the sea) are campaigning for the ratification of the ILO's
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 which provides comprehensive rights
and protection at work for the world's 1.5 million seafarers. The new
labour standard consolidates and updates more than 65 international labour
standards related to seafarers adopted over the last 80 years. The Convention
sets out seafarers' rights to decent conditions of work on a wide range of
subjects, and aims to be globally applicable, easily understandable, readily
updatable and uniformly enforced. It has been designed to become a global
instrument known as the "fourth pillar" of the international regulatory
regime for quality shipping, complementing the key Conventions of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO).

Welfare program for the seafarers is new to Taiwan society. The five major
ports have basically no facilities provided for seafarers’ welfare by the
ports’ authorities. The government has ratified a national seafarers’ law with
a provision for the seafarers’ welfare. But the pertinent authority, which is
the Ministry of Transportation and Communications (MOTC) has not given
importance to it in the past.
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The Church in Taiwan has considered it the least of its concerns because of
the shortage of local priests and trained chaplains to handle this apostolate
as well as the absence of funds for this purpose.

The 2010 Sea Sunday Message has identified the simple needs of these
seafarers: a warm welcome in a foreign country, a van to transport them
to the city, a telephone or a computer to connect with their families and
loved ones, a priest to celebrate the Holy Mass — if they are Catholic — or
bless them, a friend to listen to their stories and problems, a volunteer or
a pastoral agent to visit them in hospital or in jail. The Catholic Church’s
mandate is to provide pastoral care to the Seafarers based on the vision
of the Apostleship of the Sea which was originated by a small group of
committed people in Glasgow, Scotland in October 4, 1920 and was adopted
as a section of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and
Itinerant People.

Following the universal mandate of the Church on the pastoral care of
seafarers, the Church of Taiwan is responding locally by establishing
a comprehensive pastoral plan for the welfare of the international and
local seafarers in every port of Taiwan through the authority of the local
ordinaries and in collaboration with civil authorities, International and local
welfare providers.

The creation of a National Seafarers’ Welfare Board (NSWB) composed
of the different Government / shipping agencies, Seamen’s Union and the
Apostleship of the Sea of the Catholic Church marks a new beginning of a
collective welfare program for seafarers in Taiwan.




The Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference (CRBC) during its spring
plenary session last April has approved the 3-point agenda of the Episcopal
Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People (ECMI).
The approved Agenda for implementations are the following:

Migrants’ Sunday Contributions are divided into 70% / 30% sharing. 70%
of the Diocesan total collection will go to the Migrants’ Commission of the
Diocese for its migrants’ pastoral fund and 30% should be remitted to the
CRBC/ECMI account.

Starting 2011, a National Day of prayer for the Migrants and Itinerant
people will be held every 1st Sunday of Lent. This is in solidarity with the
Universal Church as she celebrates the annual World Migrants” Sunday
every first Sunday of Lent.

Migrants’ Coordinator in every diocese should initiate prayer activities and

59



V.312-2010

instruct pastors of the Churches with migrants’ parishioners to organize
prayer activities, like: lenten recollections/retreats, adoration to the Blessed
Sacrament, Visita Iglesias, Novena prayers, High Mass, prayer vigils, etc.
and encourage the local parishioners to join the prayer activities of the
migrants.

= Migrants Annual Celebrations in Taiwan:

First Sunday of Lent - National day of Prayer for the Migrants and Itinerant
People. Catholic Church’s designation for the World Migrant’s Sunday.
(Exclusively for Catholic migrants’ Communities)

Last Sunday of September - National Migrants’ Sunday. The Chinese
Regional Bishops’ Conference designated the last Sunday of September
for the celebration of a National Migrants’ Sunday for all the Migrants and
immigrants regardless of race, color and creed. An expression of migrants’
cultural affiliation and ecumenical celebration of faith.

December 8 (usually being held every first Sunday of December) - A
Migrants Non-Governmental Organization’s (NGO) initiative to hold
a Migrants’ day of Advocacy in solidarity with the United Nations’
International day of Migration.

The Local Ordinary should officially assigned a Port Chaplain in the port
under his Ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

The following Port Chaplains/Coordinators are:

Keelung Port - Fr. Mario Bonfaini, CMF

Taichung Port - Fr. Loloy Napiere, MSP: Port Coordinator
Mai-liao Port - Fr. Greg Sabastian, SVD: Port Coordinator
Kaohsiung Port - Fr. Roger Manalo, CS

Hualien Port - Fr. Jean-Pierre Richard, MEP

Port Chaplains are those who are directly involved in the seafarers’ ministry.
The Port Coordinators are those who are coordinating the apostolate due to
lack of priests to handle a direct port ministry.

All Port Chaplains/Coordinators are enjoined to coordinate with the AOS
National Bishop Promoter, Bp. Bosco Lin Chin-Nan, and the AOS National
Director, Fr. Loloy Napiere, MSP, for a concerted effort to establish a
pastoral care program for the seafarers in every major port of Taiwan.
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Flood-hit Pakistan desperate for help

news from caritas.org 2010.8.12

Caritas Pakistan helps around 2,500 families in the dioceses of Multan,
Quetta and Rawalpindi for a month with food, shelter, hygiene healt
and things such as mosquito nets and cooking utensils.

Caritas is appealing for US$5.5 million (4.3 million euro) to help Pakistan’s
flood victims as the situation grows increasingly desperate.

Over 1,600 people have died in the disaster and up to 14 million people are
affected. Raging floodwaters have washed away homes, bridges, schools
water systems and medical facilities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) and
Balochistan as well as parts of Punjab and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

“The priority is to ensure people have food, water, shelter and medical help.
There are so many people who are in grave difficulty. It’s such a traumatic
situation for those who have lost everything and who have to rely on others
even for a drink of water,” says Anila Gill, national executive secretary of
Caritas Pakistan

The three-month Ipr(_)jeqt will help 250,000 people in KPK, Punjab and
Sindh. Caritas will distribute food as many people’s food stores, crops and
livestock have been washed away, There will also be a focus on providing
people with water, shelter and hygiene facilities.

Caritas will work with communities to identify infrastructure, such as roads,
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bridges and im§ation channels, that needs to be rebuilt. By doing this it will
reconnect people to markets and other services.

Part of the Caritas commitment to protecting people’s health will include
medical camps which will provide emergency medical treatment,
immunisation and vaccination services to approximately 8,000 people for
the prevention of epidemic water borne diseases.

Another area of concern for Caritas is the vulnerability of women and
children in the floods. Caritas will undertake awareness raising about rights
as well as counselhngrfor women. Children will be provided with toys an
a safe place to play. They will also benefit from counselling and medical
services which will'leave them less open to abuse.

As the monsoon_season and heavy rains continue, new areas of Pakistan
continue to be flooded. It is an ongoing challenge to Caritas and other
a}srgenmes to identify these new areas and meet the needs of the people in
them.

The floods are said to be the worst in eighty_years in Pakistan. The sheer

number of people affected means that the d1¥ﬁcultles will persist long after
the waters have dried up.

BHLET £: HEEIE * Tl s 2591 & @ (P g | FLE o
#ﬁ%@%w;m}go 1 E G N # )
7 4100 gujg]iﬁlp {785 FR25EOMEI920%

=y 7rp- (02)2381-2140

E%EHH,T%: 02)2311-5124

& [FA: caritas.a920(@msa.hinet.net

o)

1) \=f=m|

02)2371-8510

62



wiooo b 2R TR PP TR TSR
> 3 S :
W :
g m =
W 2
o m w
M%. H 3
o ¥ ¥
2
e
v B o
=) OO0—gOo4al = w
¥ y.4
£ 4 W #
Py ¥ & 53
.,uﬁ @x 1
] WS HIE %S
¥ N I EREwe ) B
(&) .
e EETEIN T B m e ®
B¥ewamrenwyol |V S TH T TETE T TR LY N 0 O h m 4 kad
ERBLEREVYHLO 5 ¥ ¥ % B B __w umm m_m 70 Ev 70-86



B S ST RS 5T804 75
H@' ﬁﬁﬂfﬂ L BT15255F
%W 3 J:W“”Ev EELE
;Brfjﬂ]@“ 197002£I
Fiof R R E’*%?ﬁ%ﬁk el
FE AT L 2 PR | GREE
A
= ;\],,j = f”;{:{lTié;f—'F“
T T e e
%ﬁ Ej (02% 2537-1776
B Hor (02) 2523-1078
Website: www.catholic.org.tw
Email: bishconf(@catholic.org.tw
FIRIE + 29 I 7
i 7 P28 30 4
@f (OZB 2302-6442
H 120107 8F]

T E



