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Benedict XVI Urges Young People to Love the Church

BENEDICT XVI
URGES YOUNG PEOPLE TO

LOVEsHEI(CHURCGH

1.5 Million Attend Madrid Youth Day

By Inma Alvarez

MADRID, Spain, AUG. 21, 2011 (Zenit.org).- You cannot live your
faith alone, Benedict XVI told the young people gathered at the Cuatro
Veintos Air Base in his homily during the closing Mass of the 26th World
Youth Day.

The Pope arrived at Cuarto Vientos at 9:15 a.m. in the popemobile
and, traveling along the base’s main road, circulated among the young
people, which he was unable to do Saturday evening for the vigil, due to
security concerns.

Benedict XVI greeted the 1.5 million young people -- according
to figures confirmed by the Spanish National Police -- who had slept all
night on the ground. His first remark was: “I thought a lot about you; I
hope you were able to get a
little sleep.”

Accompanied by the
Spanish royalty, the Pope
made his way to the altar
to preside at the eucharistic
celebration in which the
sending of the young
people out to evangelize
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their peers in the world was also celebrated.

The Pontiff, as he had also done in his address in the opening
ceremony of World Youth Day in Plaza de Cibeles, warned the young
pilgrims against the danger of individualism, one the of the most
significant threats that the new generations of Christians face.

“Following Jesus in faith is to walk with him in the communion of
the Church. You cannot follow Jesus alone,” he explained.

The Pope then cautioned them against the temptation of “going it
alone” and “of living the faith according to the individualistic mentality
that predominates in society” because in this way there is “the risk of
never meeting Jesus Christ, or of ending up following a false image of

”»

him.

“Having faith means leaning on the faith of your brothers, and that
your own faith in the same way serves as a support for that of the others,”
he added.

In light of this the Bishop of Rome called on the young people
to “love the Church,” concretely inserting themselves in “parishes,
communities and movements,” and “to participate in the Eucharist every
Sunday, to approach the sacrament of Reconciliation frequently and to
cultivate prayer and meditate on the Word of God.”

“From this friendship with Jesus there will also arise the drive that
will lead to bearing witness to the faith in the most different environments,
including those where there is rejection and indifference,” he said. “It is

not possible to meeting Christ and not introduce him to others.”

The world, the Pope stressed, “needs the witness of your faith,
it certainly needs God,” exhorting the young people to be “disciples
and missionaries of Christ in other lands and countries where there is
a multitude of youth who aspire to great things and, glimpsing in their

\\\\\\\\
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Benedict XVI Urges Young People to Love the Church

hearts the possibility of the most authentic values, do not let themselves
be seduced be the false promises of a lifestyle without God.”

At the end of the celebration, Cardinal Stanistaw Rytko, president
of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, thanked the Pope on behalf of the
young people.

“Here before you, Your Holiness, there is a young Church, full of
the joy and enthusiasm of faith. They are young people who are proud to
belong to Christ and to his Church. ... It is truly a generation that seeks
God,” he said.

In particular he thanked the Pope for the creation of the Youcat, the
youth catechism that was included in each pilgrim’s backpack, and the
World Youth Day cross, which the Pontiff blessed at the conclusion of the
Mass and symbolically entrusted to five young people.

Communion was not distributed

The event organizers said that the estimated 200,000 young people
who could not enter the area where the Mass was celebrated were able
to follow the Mass outside without having to go to the Vicente Calderon
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Stadium as had been the initial plan.

During the course of the night “adequate conditions were created” to
permit the pilgrims to follow the celebration.

One of the problems that was not able to be resolved was the
collapse of the 17 tents prepared for adoration and the distribution of Holy
Communion for today’s Mass.

Another 10 tents were cordoned off by the police because of the

threatening high winds.

This situation led the organizers to suspend the distribution of
Communion to those who were not near the altar. The announcement was
made in the early morning hours.

The World Youth Day coordinator, Yago de la Cierva, explained the
matter afterward in a press conference, observing that it was the “most
painful incident” for the event’s organizers.

De la Cierva said that the problem had been caused by the sudden
strong winds that had not been predicted by any meteorological service.

“The police decided, with quite reasonable judgment, that it
was better to empty the tents and cordon off the rest of the rest of the
structures, making them unusable to avoid the effect of the wind, which
could be very dangerous for everyone’s safety,” he added.

Masses had been planned in these structures for 6 a.m. and the
consecrated hosts were to be distributed during the papal Mass.

With entrance to the tents blocked, it was not possible to retrieve
liturgical vestments and the hosts for consecration and so the organizers
were forced to suspend the wider distribution of Holy Communion.

\\\\\\\\
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Address of Monsignor Paul Russell

JA'ddressfof;
IMonsignorjBauliRussell

Chargé d’Affairs a.i.

of the Holy See
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of China (Taiwan)
on World Youth Day 2011

Your Excellency Deputy Foreign Minister Dr. Shen,
Your Excellency Bishop Chung,

Officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Dear Young People and Friends in Christ,

I am grateful for the invitation to join you here at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to mark the safe and joyful return home of Tai-
wan’s participants in World Youth Day. With over 500 participants,

40 Taiwan was very well represented at World Youth Day, showing very
clearly that the Catholic Church also has an Asian and Taiwanese

a8 f

= ace.

=

#h Those of you here who went to Spain did not go there as tour-
E—” ists, but as pilgrims. This means that the motivation for your journey
% was a spiritual motivation. You went to Spain to meet Jesus, but of
course, you could not hope to meet Jesus there in Spain unless you
E_L also brought him with you from Taiwan.
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Last week, on 24 August, Pope Benedict XVI himself reflected
on the experience of World Youth Day during the Wednesday General
Audience. He said many beautiful things, which, as his Representa-
tive, are appropriate for me to share with you on this occasion.

The words of the Pope: “I would like to return briefly in mind
and heart to the extraordinary days spent in Madrid for the 26th
World Youth Day. It was, as you know, a moving ecclesial event: ap-
proximately 2 million youth from every continent gathered for a truly
exceptional experience of fraternity, of encounter with the Lord, of
sharing and of growth in the faith: a true cascade of light. I thank
God for this precious gift, which gives hope for the future of the
Church: young people with the unwavering and sincere desire to root
their lives in Christ, to remain firm in the faith, and to walk together
with the Church.

Naturally I cannot describe in only a few words the intense mo-
ments we experienced. I have in mind the uncontainable enthusiasm
with which the young people welcomed me the first day at Plaza de
Cibeles, their words so rich in expectations; their strong desire to turn
to the most profound truth and to root themselves in it -- that truth
that God has given us to know in Christ.

That evening, in the celebration of the Way of the Cross, a var-
iegated multitude of young people relived with great intensity the
scenes of the passion and death of Christ: the cross of Christ gives
much more than it demands -- it gives all, because it leads us to God.

The following day [...] the evening Prayer Vigil and the great
concluding Eucharistic Celebration the day after were two very in-
tense moments: In the evening a great multitude of young people full
of joy — and not at all intimidated by the rain and wind -- remained
in silent adoration of Christ present in the Eucharist, to praise Him,
to thank Him, to ask of Him help and light; and then on Sunday, the

\\\\\\\\
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Address of Monsignor Paul Russell

young people showed their exuberance and joy in celebrating the
Lord in Word and Eucharist, in order that they might enter ever
more deeply into Him and strengthen their faith and Christian life.

I left (Spain) carrying these days in my heart as a great gift.
Dear friends, the meeting in Madrid was, first and foremost, a mar-
velous demonstration of faith -- for Spain and for the world. For the
multitude of young people who had come from every corner of the
world, it was a special occasion to reflect, discuss, exchange positive
experiences and, above all, to pray together and to renew their com-
mitment to root their own lives in Christ, the Faithful Friend.

I am sure that they have returned home, and that they return
there with the firm purpose of being a leaven in society by carrying
the hope that is born of faith. For my part, I continue to accompany
them in prayer, so that they might remain faithful to the commitments
they have assumed. I entrust the fruits of this Day to the maternal in-
tercession of Mary.”

Dear Friends, I hope that these words of the Pope also capture
some of your own thoughts and feelings. I also hope that your experi-
ences in Spain will be something you can share with your family and
friends here at home, bringing more and more the light of Jesus to the
dear people of Taiwan.

///////
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A better place to live
for all the members of this

ROneEumaniEamilys

by Bishop Bosco Lin

“One Human Family” - the theme of our National Migrants’ Sunday
this year. The ECMI office has a lot to tell us about its progress and
challenges in dealing with different problems of our brothers and sisters
on the move and striving to make

Taiwan a better place to live for all the members of this One Human
Family.

The Holy Father asserts in his message, quoting Acts 17:26 that “All
peoples are one community and have one origin, because God caused
the whole human race to dwell on the face of the earth.” Every nation,
every race, every tongue, every culture, every family, every person is
more worth than the anything else in this world. One human family is the
language of solidarity and compassion. People are interconnected with
one another because of the very source and foundation of our humanity
who is God Himself.

This belief has been promoted by our commission through the 43

diligent effort of our
AN
Migrants’ chaplains and pastoral workers throughout the island. 2.
Migrant workers, #h
immigrants, locally displaced people, victims of human trafficking %
are all one in the love of God. They are our brothers and sisters under the =
Fatherhood of One God.
Lot of extraordinary things happened in the past and still happening B
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One Human Family

now with regards to the pastoral care of the people on the move in Taiwan.
Our chaplains have taken extra effort in bringing the knowledge of God
to those people who are considered least in Taiwan society through their
generosity of heart. They fought for their rights and dignity without
counting the cost.

The inclusion of the pastoral care of the road/street is another great
challenge to our

commission and because of this we need the cooperation of the
religious institutions who handle this pastoral field since in reality this
is under the dicastery of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of
Migrants and Itinerant People in Rome in which our commission reports.

I hope that, through the help of the Chaplains, this will be
incorporated as part of the ECMI’s pastoral care program in your areas
of missionary responsibility. This will take sometime but I know that this
can be done as we are inspired by the words of the Holy Father: “... the
exercise of charity, especially for the poorest and weakest, is the criterion
that proves the authenticity of the Eucharistic celebration” that we offered
everyday of our lives.

Based on the research done by Fr. Loloy Napiere, our executive
secretary, there are around 8,000 or more homeless or internally displaced
people in Taiwan who need our loving attention and pastoral care. I thank
the effort of the House of Peace of the CICM Fathers in Taipei and the
Good Samaritan Women’s Concerns Association of

N
o

the Maryknoll Sisters in Taichung for their extraordinary apostolate
in helping those

street friends and brought them back to the mainstream of Taiwan
society with dignity.

The pastoral care for seafarers is already in place through the
L effort of the Apostleship of the Sea in Taiwan and with the help of the
international and local seafarers’ welfare
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committees and maritime organizations. We are hoping that as we
start sailing, we expect a smooth and bearable weather along the way with
the guidance of our Lady, Stella Maris.

Kudos to all of you, Chaplains and pastoral workers! In the name
of the Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference, I impart my blessings upon
you and your apostolate.

Pastoral care to
the least members of the

ROneEumaniEamilys

By Fr. Loloy Napiere, MSP

The Episcopal Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and
Itinerant People has recognized her vast responsibility in the field of
pastoral care of welcome as mandated by the dicastery, the Pontifical
Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People in Rome.
Her responsibility is not only limited to the foreign people coming to the
island but also to those who are locally displaced individuals due to some
social and personal reasons.

Through this development, the ECMI has expanded her apostolate
which includes the pastoral care of the people of the streets, i.e. the
homeless, whom we called “street friends” and those internally displaced 45
people. The Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference has tasked ECMI

to coordinate with other religious groups who take care on this field and &
collaborate with the office of the Commission on Social Development to e
establish a cohesive pastoral care program in which the Pontifical Council fIE@
in Rome desires. I
Other development that the commission has pursued in the past #

year was the strengthening of the Apostleship of the Sea program in the A
dioceses which have international ports. Our AOS National office has =t
2011,”No.320
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One Human Family

established alliance with the international and local maritime associations
that share the AOS vision in welcoming the people of the sea into our
local shores. Big international seafarers’ welfare organizations have

shared our vision and supported our AOS programs in any way.

Aside from the National Migrants’ Sunday that is being held every
last Sunday of September, the CRBC has declared the first Sunday of Lent
as a day of prayers and sacrifices for the migrants and immigrants in the
Country. We also joined the International Sea Sunday celebration every
10th of July for the promotion of the pastoral care program for seafarers

and to solicit spiritual and material assistance from the local people.

Lobbying and dialogues with the local authorities on behalf of the
migrant workers and immigrants for some policy change have taken root
through the effort of the Migrants’ Empowerment Network in Taiwan
(MENT), an ecumenical alliance of local NGO’s that promotes dignity
among migrant workers and whose members are mostly Church based
organizations.

One of the many developments is the participation of Fr. Peter
O’Niell, SSC, migrants’ coordinator in the Diocese of Hsinchu together
with Regina Fusch, a social worker of Hope Workers’ Center in Chungli,
to the recent ILO Convention in Geneva that adopted the Convention
Concerning the Decent Work of Domestic Workers which is cited as
“The Domestic Workers’ Convention, 2011”. Myself and Rose Lin, the
ECMI/AOS Pastoral Worker, attended the 10th ICMA World Congress in
Hamburg, Germany, to assess and strengthen the ecumenical cooperation

N
(o))

in “promoting seafarers’ dignity.”

With all these developments mentioned above are only the beginning
of a more cohesive action to advance the Church’s mission in providing
pastoral care to the least members of the “One Human Family.”

In the name of Bishop Bosco Lin Chi-Nan, I wish everyone a happy

0 8¢ H [0l o= J

and productive National

Migrants’ Sunday.
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF JAPAN

CBCJL11-39
July 31, 2011

Rev. Otfried Chan
Secretary General
Chinese Regional Bishops' Conference

Dear Fr. Otfried Chan,

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to you for sending us your
donation of 38,955,415 yen for those who have been afflicted by the earthquake and
tsunami in Japan. We have confirmed receipt of the money on July 14. We truly thank all
of you in the Catholic Church in Taiwan for praying for us when the Great Eastern Japan
Earthquake occurred on March 11, and for sending us this time such a huge amount of
donation. Enclosed please find the receipt.

Four months have passed since the earthquake occurred. Thanks to the personnel
and financial support from you, some move toward reconstruction are taking place
gradually in Sendai Diocese, which was afflicted most seriously. However, the suffering
of those who have been afflicted by the earthquake and tsunami and those who have
lost their loved ones still remain uncured. People around the Fukushima nuclear power
plant are still living with anxiety. Japanese bishops are making every effort beyond the
bounds of dioceses for the reconstruction of the afflicted dioceses. However, we think
that the reconstruction from this unprecedented damage needs long-term responses. Your
continued prayers would be truly appreciated.

Your donation will be used to rebuild the churches and other facilities of
Sendai Diocese and to support the reconstruction of the diocese. The total financial
damage of the 32 afflicted churches and facilities in Sendai Diocese is 794,440,000 yen.
Therefore, your donation is truly helpful. Please accept our sincere gratitude for your
donation.

Wishing all of you in the Church in Taiwan God's abundant blessing, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

A TRomes M. Massda

Rev. Thomas Aq. Manyo MAEDA
Secretary-General
Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan
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