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Joint Venture Towards Socio Pastoral Advocacy of the Migrants in Asia

JOINT VENTURE TOWARDS

Socio Pastoral Advocacy of the migrants in Asia

FABC —Office of Human Development and International
Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC)

Jointly to address the challenges of the migrants of Asia
(Bangkok, Thailand, 10-11 October, 2011)

Press release

In continuation of the special focus of the Asian Institute for Social

Advocacy ( AISA-VII) held in July 26-29, 2011, the Office of Human
Development of the Federation of the Asian Bishops Conferences (OHD-
FABC) and the International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC)
jointly taken up the initiatives towards an effective advocacy on the

socio pastoral concerns of the migrants of Asia. This is in response to

the proposal for a strong network and action plans with Church Based
Organisations in Asia. The International Catholic Migration Commission
(ICMC) is rich with with its international experience and dedicated
involvement into the struggles of the poor and the marginalised migrants

30 for so many years. The OHD has the experience of its 40 years of
dedication in the 25 countries through the Episcopal Conferences of Asia.

L

/Eé The delegates of the Commissions for Migrants from the various
iscopal Conferences of Asia came together along with four Bishops

#f Episcopal Conf f Asi gether along with four Bishop

% of Asia to find out the ways and means of social advocacy and pastoral

# ministries to the migrants. They had the following proposals that would be

carried out in the various Conferences in Asia.

E_L In their special addresses, Archbishop Louis of Bangkok and

At
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Archbishop Charles Bo of Yangon (OHD-FABC) highlighted on the
growing human Rights exploitations of the migrants in the world.
Mr. Johan Ketelers, the ICMC General Secretary spoke of the
multidimentional challenges the migrants of Asia undergo every day in
spite of their contribution to the economic growth of the world.

Bishop Precioso Cantillas and Bishop Joseph Phbul spelt out
the need to respond to this enormous problems through the FABC and
national level Commissions and Episcopal Conferences to effectively
address the challenges of these marginalised people.

As a result of the group reflection, the Asia Working Group (AWG)
was created to work with specific details and to come out with tangible
results in protecting and fulfilling the Rights and welfare of Migrants of
Asia. The Group clected Bishop Precioso Cantillas as the Chairman and
Fr. Eliseo Napiere as the secretary of the AWG.
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Joint Venture Towards Socio Pastoral Advocacy of the Migrants in Asia

The central focus of this joint venture of OHD and ICMC in
Asia would be to propagate, promote, protect and fulfil the Rights and
entitlements of the migrants of and from Asia through socio pastoral
advocacy through the Episcopal Conferences and Church Based
Organisations and reliable NGOs.

Even though there are various types issues of migration like people
on the streets, domestic migrations, Human Trafficking etc. labour
migration has been specially chosen under priority for immediate attention
with the following action plans:

1. Protecting migrant workers in the existing gaps (Human Rights
and Rehabs, educations, health, social welfare), informing and
alerting bishops’ Conferences and providing them with guidelines
on this protection

2. Bridging the socio/cultural/legal gaps between sending and
receiving countries

3. Playing a mediating role and engaging in social advocacy
4. Developing pre-departure and post-arrival guidance/assistance

5. Becoming more pro-active in labour migration in terms of social
analysis, strategies, planning and implementation

32 6. Preventing victimisation of migrant workers in Asia by organising
some structures in deployment and employment

= 7. Promoting for the ratification of international conventions and
= other Human Rights instruments related to migrants
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Address by Monsignor Paul Russell on the 15" ALF

Address by Monsignor Paul Russell
Chargé d’ Affaires a.i. of the Holy See

on the occasion of the F.A.B.C. Commission for Sacred Liturgy
Fifteenth Asian Liturgy Forum, South-East Asian Region

“The Funeral and Its Inculturation”

Taipei, Monday 17 October 2011

Dear Bishops, Fathers, Religious Sisters, Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Good evening!

It is a great honor and joy for me to be here and to greet you in the
name of Pope Benedict XVI. To those visiting Taiwan, welcome! Fr.
Anscar J. Chupungco O.S.B. has written extensively about inculturation.
It is good that he is here to share his insights over the next days.

Inculturation takes different forms: “formal correspondence”,
“creative assimilation”, “organic

progression”, “dynamic equivalence”.
Recently, during the Indonesian

Bishops’ ad limina visit, the President 33
of the Indonesian Bishops Conference, o
Bishop Martinus Dogma Situmorang &
of Padang, asked the Holy See to }E
leave local churches “more space to &
be themselves”. In other words, he %{

asked the Holy See to allow for greater
inculturation, especially in the area of A

liturgy. e
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Address by Monsignor Paul Russell on the 15" ALF

Deep feelings are being expressed.
There is creative tension in the air.
Let us step back for a moment and look at some sources.

As you know, “after Pope John XXIII announced the Vatican
Council II, a preparatory commission on the liturgy was established on
June 6, 1960. [...] Most of the members and consultors [of the preparatory
commission]| were scholars who knew their liturgical history. They
admired the noble simplicity and sobriety of the original Roman liturgy”
(“Forty Years of Progress and Tradition”, Anscar J. Chupungco, O.S.B.,
p- 5). They felt a need to retrieve this original simplicity of the Roman
liturgy.

The Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
Sacrosanctum concilium (December 4, 1963) 23 says: “In order that
healthy tradition can be preserved while yet allowing room for legitimate
development, thorough investigation — theological, historical, and pastoral
— of the individual parts of the liturgy up for revision is always to be
the first step. The general laws regarding the structure and intention of
the liturgy should also be taken into account, as well as the experience
stemming from more recent liturgical renewal and from the special
concessions that have, from time to time, been granted. Finally, changes
should not be made unless a real and proven need of the Church requires

34 them, and care should be taken to see that new forms grow in some

way organically out of the forms already existing. As far as possible,

é: moreover, marked differences between the rites found in neighboring
/ﬂ%ﬂ places should be avoided.”

@ “The investigation should be theological and historical, in order
% to determine liturgical tradition. It should be pastoral, in order to open
the door to inculturation. The phrase ‘sound tradition and legitimate
)= progress’ adequately describes the thrust of the Liturgy Constitution. The
=+ . o .

EY phrase also lays down the foundations of liturgical inculturation. In fact,
2011 /No.321



inculturation does not create new liturgical rites apart from the Roman
rite. What inculturation aims to achieve is to dynamically translate the
Roman liturgy into the culture of local churches. The sound tradition of
the Roman liturgy is the basis of legitimate progress that inculturation
seeks to achieve” (“Forty Years of Progress and Tradition”, Anscar J.
Chupungco, O.S.B., p. 5).

We can see this process in the Church’s funeral rites.

The Preparatory Commission gave great attention to the revision
of funeral rites. To quote Father Chapungco: “Before presenting its
recommendations it made a judicious evaluation of the rite being used
before the conciliar reform. Among other things it underlined the
following points. First, ‘the concept of death that emerges from the
formularies does not bring out the doctrine of hope held by the Church
on Christian death.” Second, ‘some elements, particularly the responses
and readings, are too frightful and distressing.” And third, ‘the faithful
present during the rite are not mentioned in the prayer of the church.’
[...] To correct the[se] defects, the preparatory commission proposed
the following points. First, ‘the funeral rites should have more texts
that speak of the paschal meaning of Christian death.” Second, there
should be ‘greater variety of Mass formularies, especially the readings,
for the increment of faith.” Third, ‘the active participation of the faithful
should be fostered through suitable means.” And fourth, ‘the funeral
customs among various peoples, especially in the missions, should be
respected and introduced into the Christian rite, as long as they are not
superstitious’” (Liturgical Inculturation: Sacramentals, Religiosity and
Catechesis, Anscar J. Chupungco [The Liturgical Press, Collegeville,
Minnesota, 1992], p. 73-74).

As we know, Sacrosanctum concilium 81 incorporates these
suggestions: “The funeral rites should express more clearly the paschal
character of Christian death, and should correspond more closely to the
circumstances and traditions of individual parts of the world. This also

\\\\\\\\
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Address by Monsignor Paul Russell on the 15" ALF

applies to the question of liturgical color.”

Fr. Chapungco writes: “Color scheme is an important ingredient of
culture, but the council did not wish to focus all its attention on it. We
should not forget that native funeral rites have other, more significant ele-
ments, like the plan of celebration and the various ritual gestures and sym-
bols that accompany the rite” (Liturgical Inculturation, p. 74).

So, according to the Constitution on the Liturgy, “the funeral rite
should express the paschal character of Christian death, and...it should be
adapted to the funeral traditions of various regions” (Liturgical Incultura-
tion, p. 74). One aspect should not take precedence over the other. The
paschal dimension should not cancel local traditions regarding grief and
mourning, nor should local traditions override the paschal dimension of
the Catholic funeral rites, with its sense of hope in the resurrection and
trust in God’s love and mercy (cfr. Liturgical Inculturation, p. 74). There
are two complementary dimensions: one dimension is universality (the
requirements of the typical editions and official documents); the other
dimension is particularity (local cultural patterns). Your discussions this
week will bring these dimensions closer together, hopefully in harmony
and not in conflict, despite the creative tension these two aspects may pro-
duce.

One last thing.

36 As you may have heard, a few days ago, on 27 September 2011,
——— o Pope Benedict XVI published an Apostolic Letter, in the form of a motu

é: proprio, entitled Quaerit semper, which removes some duties from the
/ﬂ%ﬂ Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.
@ In order to understand the pope’s reasons for this decision, one pas-
=+

e sage from the motu proprio can be highlighted; it reads: “In the current
circumstances it seemed fitting that the Congregation for Divine Worship
)= and the Discipline of the Sacraments should dedicate itself chiefly to giv-
o ing fresh impetus to promoting sacred liturgy in the Church, in keeping
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with the renewal promoted by Vatican Council II through the Constitution

5 9

‘Sacrosanctum Concilium’.

The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments must, therefore, devote itself exclusively to “giving fresh im-
petus” to the promotion of the liturgy. Pope Benedict X VI, throughout his
pontificate, has had a special love for the liturgy. He has been insisting
on a proper implementation of Sacrosanctum concilium. During the years
immediately following the Council, and even today, certain things are be-
ing done which are not in conformity with the Council’s teaching. An idea
which the pope frequently proposes is that of creating a new, clear and
vigorous liturgical movement throughout the Church in order to create
awareness of the importance of an appropriate celebration of the liturgy,
and to prevent cases of abuse.

The Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Disci-
pline of the Sacraments, Cardinal Antonio Cailizares, has said: “What I
believe is absolutely necessary and urgently needed, in accordance with
the Pope’s wishes, is to give life to a new, clear and energetic liturgical
movement throughout the entire Church. Because as Benedict XVI ex-
plained in the first volume of his Opera Omnia, it is the relationship with
the liturgy that determines the destiny of faith and the Church. Christ is
present in the Church through the Sacraments. God is the subject of the
liturgy, not us. The liturgy is not a human action but an action carried out
by God” (“Intervista al cardinale Antonio Caiizares” by Andrea Tornielli
in il Giornale, 24 December 2010).

Over these next days, you will be discussing “The Funeral and Its
Inculturation”. For the faithful — especially those grieving the loss of a
loved one — the funeral is a delicate moment. I hope that your delibera-
tions these days will lead people to deeper awareness of the Lord’s love
and mercy as the Church commends the soul of the deceased to God.

\\\\\\\\
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15™ ALF On Funeral And Its Inculturation

at

15" ASTAN LITURGY BORUM
FUNIBIR AL IS

In New Taipei City, Taiwan
October 17-21, 2011

By Dr. Josefina M. Manabat, EdD, SLD

Fifty-two delegates from Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Taiwan, and Thailand participated in the 15" Asian Liturgy
Forum which was held at the Chateau de Chine Hotel in New Taipei City,
Taiwan from October 17 to 21, 2011. This year’s meeting, the fifteenth
since the first was held in 1996, was convoked to study the challenges and
possibilities of inculturating the rites of Christian funeral in the context
and cultures of the member-countries. After a conference paper delivered
by Rev. Fr. Anscar J. Chupungco, OSB, each of the participating countries
took turns sharing their experiences of dealing with death and funeral in

their respective countries.

In attendance at the opening liturgy and ceremonies were the
Most Rev. Martin Su, D.D., Bishop of Taichung and President of the
Commission for Sacred Liturgy of the Chinese Regional Bishops’
Conference (CRBC), Most Rev. John Tseng, D.D, Bishop of Taiwan;
Most Rev. Peter Liu, D.D., Archbishop of Kaohsiung; Most Rev. James
Liu, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Hsinchu; Rev. Msgr. Paul Russell, Vatican
Representative; Rev. Fr. Otfried Chan, Secretary General of CRBC; and
Most Rev. Anthony Lee, D.D., of the Diocese of Miri (East Malaysia),
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Most Rev. Martin Su

Rev. Fr. Anscar J. Chupungco, OSB

Chairman of the Asian
Liturgy Forum.

The discussions on
the inculturation of the rites
of funerals were grounded
on the requirements of the
Constitution on Sacred
Liturgy, art.81 that “the rite
of funerals should express
more clearly the paschal
character of Christian death
and should correspond more
closely to the circumstances
and traditions of various
regions.” After hearing
from one another’s sharing
of experiences and cultural
practices concerning
death and funerals, the
participants concluded that
there is a need “to stress the

importance of the rites of passage found in our local cultures that have

resonance in our Christian tradition of journey from baptism to eternal life

with reference especially to viaticum, final commendation, and funerals.”

They agreed, moreover, that “in situations where the local Church prefers

to celebrate funeral liturgy, especially the Mass, in accord with the typical

edition it might be pastorally beneficial to integrate, where possible,

certain local elements of funerals, e.g. color of vestments, gestures,

decorations, songs, musical instruments, and symbols.”

On the basis of the foregoing considerations relating to the process

oy
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15™ ALF On Funeral And Its Inculturation

of inculturating the rites of Christian
funeral, the participants recommend:
a) a study of the local practices
and traditions of funeral rites with
the assistance of local experts in
sociology, cultural anthropology,
music, theology, and liturgy; b)
giving due importance to the role of
the community in the celebration of
funerals especially in the absence of a
priest so that continuous prayers may
be offered at the time of sickness,
death, wake, burial, and beyond and
that the local episcopal commissions

on liturgy compose appropriate
Rev. Fr. Charles Pan, CM prayers for such occasions; c)

catechesis on the Church’s doctrine
concerning death and the afterlife and the future resurrection in Christ,
addressing also the belief in reincarnation and superstitious elements that
are incompatible with our Christian faith.

Finally, the forum participants encourage the conferences of bishops
in the region “to take advantage of the wide margin for inculturation

40 offered by the Rite of Christian Funerals especially as regards the
development of local funeral liturgies on condition that the basic elements

é: of Christian funeral contained in the typical edition are maintained.”
ﬁﬂ They gratefully attributed the success of the meeting to the generosity of
= the Most Rev. Martin Su, D.D., President of the Commission for Sacred
[

* Liturgy, Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference, and to the efficient
£ collaboration of Fr. Charles Pan, CM, and his staff.

B

=+

S
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15" Asian Liturgy Forum Statements

155 ASTANS EEEURGYY EORUM|
STATEMENLS

October 17-21, 2011
Taipei, Taiwan

The delegates to the 15" Asian Liturgy Forum from Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan, and Thailand met in Taipei
from October 17 to 21, 2011 to study the challenges and possibilities of
inculturating the rites of Christian funeral in the context of our respective
countries and cultures. After discussing the reports from our member-
countries, we are glad to share our conclusions.

1. We believe that the inculturation of the rites of funerals should be
based on the requirements of the Constitution on Sacred Liturgy, art.81
that “the rite of funerals should express more clearly the paschal character
of Christian death and should correspond more closely to the circumstanc-

es and traditions of various regions.”

2. We stress the importance of the rites of passage found in our local
cultures that have
resonance in our 41
Christian tradition
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3. In situations where the local Church prefers to celebrate funeral
liturgy, especially the Mass, in accord with the typical edition it might be
pastorally beneficial to integrate, where possible, certain local elements
of funerals, e.g. color of vestments, gestures, decorations, songs, musical
instruments, and symbols.

4. To facilitate the process of inculturation we recommend a study
of the local practices and traditions of funeral rites with the assistance of
local experts in sociology, cultural anthropology, music, theology, and lit-
urgy.

5. Due importance should be given to the role of the community
in the celebration of funerals especially in the absence of a priest so that
continuous prayers may be offered at the time of sickness, death, wake,
burial, and beyond. We recommend that the local episcopal commissions
on liturgy compose appropriate prayers for such occasions.

6. We emphasize the need for catechesis on the Church’s doctrine
concerning death and the afterlife and the future resurrection in Christ.
The catechesis should also speak about reincarnation and superstitious be-
liefs that are incompatible with our Christian faith.

7. We encourage the conferences of bishops in our region to take ad-
vantage of the wide margin for inculturation offered by the Rite of Chris-
tian Funerals especially as regards the development of local funeral litur-

42 gies on condition that the basic elements of Christian funeral contained in
P the typical edition are maintained.

,zz We owe the success of our meeting to the generosity of Bishop
H Martin Su, Y.W., President of the Commission for Sacred Liturgy, Chinese
% Regional Bishops’ Conference, and to the efficient collaboration of Fr.
% Charles Pan, CM, and his staff.

That in all things God may be glorified.
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Church Response to the Climate Change in Asia

CHUREHIRI:SRONS EFROFIHIE
CIIATULITNGEE: OIF CILIIMIATIE
CIEANGIE IIN ASTIAS
TOWARDS A NEW CREATION

(Final Statement)

Representing various Bishops’ conferences in Asia, their Episcopal
commissions for human development, social action and Caritas, and the
Offices of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences (FABC),
we [55 participants from 16 episcopal conferences and 2 Associate
Members — 14 Lay Persons, 4 Sisters, 14 Priests, 21 Bishops and 2
Cardinals] have come together to participate in a very significant
seminar in Bangkok, 19-20 October 2011. Assisted by international
experts, we sharpened our knowledge and shared our experiences on
the theme: “Climate Change and its Impact of Asia - Challenges and the
Response of the Church in Asia.”

With the greatest concern for the peoples of Asia and for future
generations, we have committed ourselves to help defend and promote
the integrity of God’s creation in Asia.

A. THE PASTORAL SITUATION OF CLIMATE CHANGE

43

Our continent of Asia is God’s gift for all. It is incredibly rich in
people, in ancient cultures, religious and philosophical traditions. It is here =)
where Jesus our Lord was born, where he lived, proclaimed the Reign of s
God and went about doing good. fE@
But tragically ours is a continent of massive poverty, where the x
few enjoy great progress and prosperity while the many suffer in abject
deprivation. And it is the poor and the needy who suffer most from the A
consequences of climate change. BT
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We are experiencing dramatic changes of season, extreme
changes of weather, more frequently recurring and stronger typhoons,
destructive flooding, drying up of whole areas, decrease in food
production, the spread of climate-change related diseases. We have
reports of glacial melting in the Himalayas, of threats to life because
of floods in low-lying river basins, even the loss of small islands because
of rising sea levels. All these will surely and drastically worsen the lives
of the poor. Recurring emergency situations, displacement of populations,
increasing number of environmental refugees, the widening scandalous
gap between rich and poor, and increasing conflicts regarding resource
allocation can lead to grave social, political and economic instabilities.

The mode of production and the ideologies of development that
industrial countries have implemented have substantively contributed,
many experts say, to global warming and climate change. Yet
tragically the mode of production that is a substantial reason for
climate change is extended to Asia by the corruptive collusion between
local and international developers. They pillage Asia’s virgin forests and
operate destructive extractive industries such as various forms of large-
scale mining for the sake of short term economic gains while sacrificing
the common good of all.

In this continent of contradictions, of richness and deprivation,
our demand is for just human living conditions for all of the peoples of

44 Asia and for the survival of species. It is likewise a demand for justice
~ for generations not yet born. This requires the living of solidarity and a
) fundamental orientation to the common good.

=

fE@ B. FAITH-REFLECTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

=+ As Church we are deeply concerned for victims and for those
H who cause their suffering, present and future, of the dire consequences
of climate change. For from the optic of faith we see the moral and
= religious dimensions of this pastoral situation in Asia.
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Creation, Sinfulness and Broken Harmony

We believe that at the beginning God created a world of
harmony and beauty (Gen.1:1-31). But sinfulness in the form of
human pride, selfishness and greed disrupted this harmony (see
Gen. 3:1-7; 4:1-16; 6:5-8; 11:1-9). Relationships between humanity,
the world, and God were broken. It was God’s plan that at the fullness of
time he would restore that pristine harmony and peace that had been
there at the beginning.

Jesus, the Reign of God, Healing Brokenness Due to Sin

That appointed time finally came. God sent his Divine Son Jesus
to be born of a humble virgin, named Mary (Lk. 2:1-7) It was his
mission to heal all broken relationships that are the fruits of sin. He
proclaimed the Reign of God (Mk. 1:15) and the wholeness and fullness
of life that he came to give (Jn 10:10). The power of God’s Reign
showed itself in the new relationships and fellowship that Jesus
established, with the outcasts of society, the poor and marginalized,
the sick -everyone who needed the compassion of God.

He reminded people of the original harmony and beauty of
natural creation by explaining the Reign of God in terms of seeds,
vineyards and trees, soil, birds of the sky, lilies of the field, fish, sheep
and other animals, signs in the sky, darkness and light (e.g. Lk. 8:4-8;
Mt. 13:31-32; Lk8:22-29; Mt. 13:24-30). In all these Jesus demonstrated 45
His and his Father’s love and providence for nature and humanity.

The Cross, Reconciliation, Justice and Peace o

The ultimate act of Jesus to fulfill God’s plan was his =
Passion, Death and Resurrection, the definitive event of salvation ;
and reconciliation by which He drew everything to himself. The EZ
glorious Cross is the power and the wisdom of God achieving the

reconciliation of total humanity and the whole of the cosmos with God. E_L
(70N
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The extraordinary suffering and death of Jesus remind us of the words of
Paul telling us of the groaning of creation while awaiting redemption and
reconciliation in Jesus (Rom. 8:19-22).

Jesus and the New Creation

But God reveals to us even more in our Sacred Scriptures
-- an even more stupendous and profound mystery. This Jesus who
dies in powerlessness and ignominy is the eternal Word of God. From
all eternity He is God (Jn. 1:1-2), the only begotten Son of God who in
the appointed time was born in the flesh to dwell among us (Jn. 1:14). He
is the divine and supreme sovereign of all, through whom and by whom
every created being exists (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:15-19), to whom the whole
cosmos is restored and by whose Spirit it is renewed. Seas and skies, rain
and sunshine, seasons and climates belong to him.

By the Cross he has made all things new. A creation that was
groaning in travail has become a new creation though His blood (2 Cor.
5:17-21). Jesus is our peace, the peace and harmony of the world. He has
restored justice and reconciled all things to himself (Col. 1:20).

It is in this understanding of creation, redemption and human
history illumined by our faith in Jesus the Lord and Savior that we discern
the deeper dimensions of climate change, the sinfulness from which it
originates, the religious and ethical dimensions that it involves and the

46 grave threat that it poses to all humanity.

e C. PASTORAL IMPERATIVES

|

V& Hence we believe that all the peoples of Asia, regardless of culture,
fE@ religious or philosophical belief and economic status has the mission to
x defend and promote the integrity of creation. And we as Church stand for
E global climate justice today and for future generations with preferential
option for the poor.

== A fundamental task of the Church in Asia is to call for radical
2011 /No.321



conversion, promote an alternative lifestyle, a new culture of respect
for nature, of simplicity and sobriety, of hope and joy. Guided by her
social teachings as principles and directives of action the Church has
to promote technologies with much less gas emissions that damage the
environment, promote organic and eco-friendly production,
responsible consumption and recycling, thus contributing to
intergenerational justice.

Urgent Appeals
In the light of the above we collectively:

Appeal to the FABC to establish an agency/desk on climate
protection whose tasks would include:

e Doing theological reflection on the mystery and truth of God’s
creation, on our moral and ethical responsibility with regard to the
environment;

e Promoting initiatives at the FABC level and assisting the
initiatives of local churches for climate protection;

e Establishing practical and effective linkage with SECAM,
CELAM, FCBCO, the US and Canadian Bishops’ Conferences,
and the CCEE as well as with UN conferences in order to address
the global challenge of climate change.

Further we: 47
e Appeal to Bishops’ Conferences in Asia to develop action plans &
or intensify programs against climate change; Vi
¥
e Appeal to the FABC to hold in 2013 a second seminar on climate E%
change in order to evaluate the steps already taken by then as +
well as to define the FABC commitment for the future. 2
e Appeal to all local churches and to everyone to live a lifestyle that =)
3
is in accord with the principle of faithful stewardship of God’s Al
2011 /No.321
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creation such as in the use of transports, the design of church and
religious buildings;

We make an urgent:

e Appeal to all who carry political responsibilities to hold climate
protection as a core guiding principle in decision decision-
making;

e Appeal to all who bear economic responsibilities and to all
industrial countries to share with us in Asia the know-how of
sustainable technologies for climate protection, mitigation and
adaptation as a service for future generations;

e Appeal to all governments to decide in limiting global
warming under 2 degrees C (1.5 degrees C);

e Appeal to all governments for a climate friendly model of
development and for a binding enlargement of climate
protection commitments on emerging countries;

e Appeal to all governments to lead the Kyoto Protocol to a second
commitment period as of 2012 and thereby to preserve the only
legally binding instrument of the UN for climate protection.

e Appeal to all industrial countries to acknowledge their historical
responsibility for climate change and their obligation to

48 protect the people affected by climate change;

& e Appeal for a just, fair and transparent governance of the Green
Vi Climate Fund and its programs to ensure the decoupling of
b, growth and development from carbon emissions in developing
% and fast growing economies;

e Appeal to decision makers at all levels to consider the eco-
HE wisdom of local peoples and the right of people to participate
=£ actively.
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Finally we propose to the FABC to suggest to the appropriate
Church agency the holding of a Synod of Bishops on the theme of
Creation and Climate Change. Such a Synod would demonstrate the
effective concern that Pope Benedict XVI has declared: “The Church
has a responsibility towards creation” (Caritas in Veritate, no. 51).

Conclusion

Our stance is one of courage and hope. Blessed Pope John Paul once
famously said: “Look to the future with hope, and set out with renewed
vigor to make this new millennium a time of solidarity and peace, of love
for life and respect for God’s creation” (BI. John Paul II, Pilgrimage to
Malta, May 8, 2001).

In this task for the world our inspiration and driving force is the
mystery and truth of Jesus in his mission of saving, liberating, healing, and
reconciling a broken world. In discipleship of Jesus, this mission to restore
all things in Christ is for us a gift and task. We cooperate with the Spirit of
Jesus who “renews the face of the earth.”

May God the loving Creator bless our efforts for the integrity
and renewal of his creation. May Mary the humble Virgin Mother
who conceived Jesus the divine reconciler of all creation accompany
us in living his gift and continuing his task.

For and on behalf of the seminar participants:

+Orlando B. Quevedo, O.M.I. Msgr. Josef Sayer
Archbishop of Cotabato President
Secretary General, FABC MISEREOR

October 20, 2011
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