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Have the Courage to Think, Judge and Act According to the Logic of Faith

Zenon Cardinal Grocholewski

Have the Courage to Think, Judge and Act
According to the Logic of Faith

Homily given at Mass in the Seminary of Taipei (Taiwan),
3 December 2011

Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier

Before the readings, we prayed: “God our Father [...] give [the] zeal
[of Saint Francis Xavier] for the faith to all who believe in you [...]".

It is precisely in a spirit of faith that we have gathered together to
celebrate the Eucharist, which is the most important reality in the life of
a seminary. Our understanding of the Eucharist depends largely on our
faith. Moreover, the fruitfulness of our participation in, or our celebration
of, the Eucharist depends to a great extent on our faith. The fruitfulness of
our priestly apostolate, too, will depend on our faith.

The problem of faith is fundamental and always topical, also for us
who are seminarians or priests. Today, people speak a lot about the crisis
of faith. We are all called to make our faith alive and active, and to help

46 others to develop their faith.

1. Faith is like a night

by a. Faith is like a night, a dark night, sprinkled with stars. In fact,
# Saint John of the Cross — that great mystic of Christianity — spoke
precisely about the dark night of faith in the spiritual life. But it is not true

o that at night-time one sees less: on the contrary, at night-time one sees
much more! During the day, yes, we see more clearly, more precisely (we
E can even touch and measure things), but we see little; we see only that
s g y
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which surrounds us; our field of vision is very limited. At night-time, it is
true, we see less clearly, less precisely; however, we see more fully; we
see much further; we see the stars that are thousands of light-years from
us; we see our little lives in the context of the immense universe, in the
context of the whole of creation.

I have always been fascinated by a starry night. During my years at
high school, I often used to go out late at evening with a teacher and some
friends to look at the stars. We bought ourselves star-maps, which we
could change for each day, so as to be able to pick out the different star
constellations. Looking at the stars, I felt big. Then, it seemed to me that I
was truly seeing, seeing the truth about my existence — seeing, that is, that
my life is not limited to this town, to this nation, or to the earth; rather, it
is located within by an enormous, fascinating, stupendous, enchanting and
immense universe.

Faith is like a night sprinkled with stars. We see in our faith less
clearly, less precisely (there are so many mysteries, so many things that
we are unable to understand); however, we see much further, much more
fully; we see our little lives in the perspective of eternity, of the whole of
our existence.

b. Having before our eyes this great perspective of eternity, the
whole of our existence, necessarily changes something in our lives:

— Our judgement becomes more mature, more full, and — I would 47
say — also more realistic, inasmuch as we take into consideration not only -
the little circumstances of our lives, but the whole of our existence. &

=

— Our scale or gradation of values changes. Many things to which Hp
people are so attached (for example, riches, power, prestige) lose their %
value in the light of eternity; whereas other things, which are seemingly %
small (such as forgiveness, prayer, sacrifice, an act of charity or of
humility, etc.) take on great importance, because these things will i
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determine our lives in the eternal perspective. Jesus constantly introduced
his disciples to this new scale or logic of values — for example, by saying
“whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; whoever
wishes to be first among you shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man
did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Mt 20:26-28; cf. Mk 10:4345; Lk 22:26-27). Or again: “Whoever
loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve
it for eternal life” (Jn 12:25).

— We become more free, because we do not allow ourselves to be
influenced by the little things of earthly life.

— Thus, faith also becomes a source of strength, making us able a)
to renounce many things of earthly life, knowing that their value is very
relative; b) to face with serenity and with tranquillity suffering, obstacles
and even death, as we realize that our lives are indestructible; ¢) to exert
ourselves to gain the values that are eternal, perennial, indestructible
— that is, those values that are not lost, that “neither moth nor decay
destroys, nor thieves break in and steal” (Mt 6:19-20; Lk 12:33) — and not
just concerning ourselves with values that sooner or later disappear.

— Such a faith also inevitably turns into a source of Christian
dynamism and makes us credible and effective in the work of
evangelization.

48 2. Let faith mature

& a. Faith — if someone truly has it and lives it — is a great thing, a great
Ny treasure. Faith, in itself, is an impelling force of spiritual life and of the
b dynamism of our pastoral endeavours, precisely because it opens before
% us this immense perspective on life, the whole of life. Consequently, it
e transforms us — that is, it inevitably changes our way of seeing things, of
judging and of acting.

?f If we are so weak in our spiritual lives, so little transformed by faith,
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so little disposed to follow Christ in a radical way, it is also because in our
way of seeing things, of judging, we limit ourselves to this earthly life,
and we lose sight of the global dimension of our lives, offered to us by
faith.

I have the impression that we Christians, even priest and bishops,
often behave as the pagans, who support the faith on the outside, who
speak up in favour of the faith, who even defend it, but who do not have
the courage to throw themselves in the current of faith, to think and act
according to the categories of faith. And yet, the true adventure of faith
begins precisely at that point, when we throw ourselves in the current of
faith, when we begin to think and act courageously according to the logic
of faith.

This was precisely the adventure of faith of Saint Francis Xavier
and of all the saints. This was the key to their fruitfulness in the life of the
Church.

b. We know well that faith can grow in us, and that it can, however,
also diminish. It can even disappear because of our negligence. We see
that clearly in the Gospels. After the miracle at Cana in Galilee, for
example, Saint John notes that “and his disciples believed in him” (Jn
2:11). But they had already believed, in fact, they followed Jesus. The
evangelist evidently wanted to say that their faith was reinforced. Many
times, Jesus praised the faith of some person (e.g. “in no one in Israel 49
have I found such faith” Mt 8:10 “O woman, great is your faith! Let it
be done for you as you wish” Mt 15,28; cf. Mt 9:2, 9:22, 9:29; Mk 2:5, L
5:34, 10:52; Lk 5:20, 7:9, 7:50, 8:45, 17:19, 18:42); on other occasions, =
he rebuked even his disciples because they were “of little faith” cf., e.g., i
Mt 6:30, 8:26, 14:31, 16:8, 17:20, 21:21; Mk 4:40; Lk 8:25, 12:28). The Es
apostles asked him “increase our faith” (Lk 17:5). Jesus prayed for Peter =
so that his faith might not fail (Lk 22:32), etc. Yes, our faith can increase
or dwindle. Each of us is responsible for the growth or diminishing of his iy
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faith.

It is necessary to nurture faith so that it grows in us. Faith is
reinforced with prayer, with the sacraments, with the Word of God,
with study, but perhaps above all with a life led in accordance with the
demands of faith. In fact, Saint James notes in his letter: “faith of itself,
if it does not have works, is dead” (Jas 2:17). Yes, faith can live and grow
only by working, and by sharing the faith with others.

Without doubt, it is complicated to educate people to an authentic
and living faith, and to help them to acquire a mature faith. Perhaps it
would be less complicated if we ourselves truly lived according to the
logic of the faith.

Conclusion

Dear seminarians and brothers in the priesthood, do not spare
any effort to grow constantly in the faith. Have the courage to think, to
judge and to act entirely within the logic of the faith. Only thus will your
apostolate be credible and efficacious. In fact, as Saint John the Apostle
wrote: “the victory that conquers the world is our faith” (I Jn 5:4).

Let us never forget that the faith is both a great treasure, as well as a
delicate plant, which every day must be nurtured with care.
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The Eucharist - Centre of Your Life and Work

Zenon Cardinal Grocholewski

Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education

Homily given in the Faculty of Theology of Taipei, 4 December 2011

2" Sunday of Advent, Year B

Today’s Gospel (Mk 1, 1-8) — recalling the prophecy of Isaiah
that we heard in the First Reading (Is 40, 1-5.9-11) — presents John the
Baptist as the messenger who prepares the way for Jesus, prepares people
to accept Jesus who, having come to save the world, was beginning his
public ministry.

We have already accepted Jesus. It is to us, therefore, that the Second
Reading explicitly refers (2 Pt 3, 8-14), in which Saint Peter exhorts us
to be prepared for the Second Coming of the Lord, which will take place
at the end of time, by living now “in holiness and devotion”, seeking “to
be without spot or blemish before [God] . In other words, we must now, 51
during our earthly lives, seek to accept Jesus ever more profoundly, to be

able to be united joyfully with Him for all eternity. In fact, our acceptance &
of Jesus is perhaps too superficial, especially if we compare it with the v
acceptance demonstrated by the saints. fE@
oo

With this teaching of today’s Readings in mind, I am happy to meet +

you for this Eucharistic celebration. Indeed, the Eucharist is the most #
important occasion and means of assistance for wholeheartedly accepting
Jesus and for preparing ourselves to meet him after our death. =%
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The Eucharist - Centre of Your Life and Work

“The Centre of the Your Whole Life”

a. Truly, in celebrating the Eucharist in your midst, I feel that I am in
the very heart of your Centre of ecclesiastical studies. The Code of Canon
Law, speaking, for example, of the seminary, prescribes: “The Eucharistic
celebration is to be the centre of the entire life of a seminary” (can. 246 §1).
Speaking of the parish, the same Code establishes that the Eucharist is to
be the centre of the parish assembly of the faithful (can. 528 § 2). When it
speaks of Religious houses, it demands that the Eucharistic celebration be
truly the centre of the community (can. 608).

b. Then, widening our view, I should like to note that the Church
in practice combines everything with the Eucharist: all celebrations,
commemorations, anniversaries, feasts, and not only feasts of the Lord,
but also the feasts of Our Lady and the Saints. Even the other Sacraments
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are administered during the Sacrament of the Eucharist: confirmation,
marriage, priesthood, and, increasingly more, also baptism and the
anointing of the sick.

For no other Sacrament, only for the Eucharist, does the Church
periodically organise national and international Congresses. Only for the
Eucharist has the Church instituted a special solemnity (that of the Most
Holy Body and Blood of Christ); only for the Eucharist does she organise
processions, adoration, etc.

What is more, the Church wants the Eucharist to be at the centre of
our lives.

c. Why does the Eucharist have such a special place? Why is it
involved in everything? Why is it important, too, for your Centre of
theological studies, for all of you who are preparing for the priesthood or
for other forms of the apostolate?

The reason is very simple. “The Eucharist”, as the Catechism of
the Catholic Church reminds us, “is the source and summit (fons et
culmen) of the whole Christian life. The other sacraments, and indeed all
ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are bound up with
the Eucharist and are oriented towards it” (n. 1324).

Truly, the Eucharist is the source and, at the same time, the summit,
culmination (“fons et culmen”) of all our worship, of the entire Christian 53
life, of the whole apostolate.

Two Aspects of the Eucharist ’/1;12
To understand better how the Eucharist is the source and summit of i
the whole Christian life and of the whole apostolate, we must take into Eﬂ
particular consideration two aspects of the Eucharist. %
a. In the Eucharist Christ is really present. The Eucharist, in fact, is
not “memory” in the sense of a recollection of a past event; but when we i
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celebrate the Eucharist, the two thousand years that separate us from the
passion and death of Jesus on the Cross are cancelled. This passion and
death on the Cross become really present and effectively operative among
us. Christ becomes really present, with all the power of His redemptive
love. In celebrating the Eucharist, we place ourselves, in a certain way,
under the Cross of Jesus — really present and operative — to draw from
this Cross the fruits of redemption: light, strength, forgiveness, grace and
salvation.

In this way, the Eucharist becomes our nourishment; it really
becomes the bread of our spiritual lives. Jesus expressly said: “My flesh is
true food, and my blood is true drink” (Jn 6: 55).

Therefore, we celebrate the Eucharist on the altar which is in the
form of a table, to which we come to be nourished.

b. However, this is only one aspect of the Eucharist: there is also
another one, a very important one, that we often forget and certainly
we speak too little of it. So, I should like to underline it clearly: as the
Eucharist is nourishment for our daily Christian lives, so — on the other
hand — all our Christian lives must be a preparation for participating fully
in the Eucharist and be oriented towards the Eucharist. How?

Jesus, who died for us on the Cross and who becomes present in
His redemptive love during the celebration of the Eucharist, invites us to

54 participate in His Cross. He exhorts each one of us to take up his or her
I own cross. He clearly said this: “Whoever wishes to come after me must
5’2 deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me” (Mt 16: 24; Mk 8: 34; Lk 9:
;E 23). “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be
[ my disciple” (Lk 14: 27); what is more, as we read in the Gospel of Saint
== Matthew: “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me is
not worthy of me” (Mt 10: 38). How can we not hear these words of Jesus
A when we celebrate the Eucharist? When He is present among us with His
55 redemptive Cross?
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Obviously, I am not talking here of unreasonable self-mortification
or penances. Rather, what I mean is that we must be ready for whatever
sacrifices, whatever labours, whatever effort is needed to carry out the
will of God, to conquer sin and to live as persons redeemed with the love
of Christ.

When you do not want to pray, then is the time to take up your cross.
When you find it difficult to forgive, then is the time to take up your cross.
When a temptation is tormenting you, then is the time to take up your
cross. When your duties seem to you to be too difficult, then is the time to
take up your cross. When you must take a clear position, as a Christian, in
an uncomfortable situation, then is the time to take up your cross. When
you must renounce something because of your faith, then is the time to
take up your cross. When there is a duty of the apostolate to be done, then
is the time to take up your cross. Each day we have so many opportunities
for freely taking up our cross, for the love of Christ.

And when we freely take up our cross, to unite it to the Cross of
Christ in the Eucharist, then we accomplish a great thing: we complete
in our flesh — to use the words of Saint Paul (Col 1: 24) — what is lacking
in the sufferings of Christ for our salvation (in fact, so that the Cross of
Christ can save us, there has to be the contribution of our cross). When we
freely take up our cross, to unite it to the Cross of Christ in the Eucharist,
then to the wine of the Cross of Jesus we add a drop of the water of our

. . . 55
cross (as the priest does symbolically during Holy Mass). Then, to the
immense love of Christ crucified we unite our love. R

=

c. This is full participation in the Eucharist: when, on the one hand, Ve

we draw grace, forgiveness and nourishment for our Christian lives from fE@
oo

the Cross of Christ, present among us; and, on the other hand, we take up ES
our cross, as the expression of our love, to unite it to the Cross of Christ. EZ
It is then that the Eucharist truly becomes the centre of our Christian A
lives, and becomes the source and summit (on the one hand, source: on =5
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the other, summit) of all our worship and of all our Christian living, of all
our apostolate.

It is then that the celebration of the Eucharist cannot be without
fruit.

Mary and the Eucharist

Since Mary Immaculate is an important figure for Advent, I should
like to note, in the context of what I have said, that Mary is presented as
she who, in the best way possible, participated in the Cross of Jesus, and
that therefore she is a symbol, the example of our participation in the
Eucharist.

On the one hand, she was enriched, in a unique way, by the fruits of
the redemptive Cross of Jesus: in fact, in view of the Passion and salvific
death of Jesus on the Cross, she was born without original sin, she was
born immaculate, right from the beginning full of grace and, as such, she
remained her whole life long.

On the other hand, Mary participated intensely in the sufferings of
Jesus, and not only when, full of sorrow, she stood at the foot of the Cross,
to the extent that she is sometimes even called Co-Redemptrix.

Thus, no Mass is ever celebrated in which Mary is not mentioned.

Conclusion

56

In this meaningful Eucharistic celebration, my hope — and my prayer
=) to the Lord — is that the Eucharist may become ever more the “source and
s summit” of all your education in this Centre of studies and, afterwards, of
% your apostolate.
x In fact, the measure of your understanding and living this Great
Sacrament will greatly condition not only the quality of your acceptance
A of Jesus, but also your authentic Christian joy and the effectiveness of
56 your service in the Church and in the world.
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URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI

URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE
OF HIS HOLINESS POPE BENEDICT XVI

CHRISTMAS 2011

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Rome and throughout the world!

Christ is born for us! Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth
to the men and women whom he loves. May all people hear an echo of
the message of Bethlehem which the Catholic Church repeats in every
continent, beyond the confines of every nation, language and culture. The
Son of the Virgin Mary is born for everyone; he is the Saviour of all.

This is how Christ is invoked in an ancient liturgical antiphon: “O
Emmanuel, our king and lawgiver, hope and salvation of the peoples:
come to save us, O Lord our God”. Veni ad salvandum nos! Come to
save us! This is the cry raised by men and women in every age, who
sense that by themselves they cannot prevail over difficulties and dangers.
They need to put their hands in a greater and stronger hand, a hand which
reaches out to them from on high. Dear brothers and sisters, this hand
is Jesus, born in Bethlehem of the Virgin Mary. He is the hand that God
extends to humanity, to draw us out of the mire of sin and to set us firmly o7
on rock, the secure rock of his Truth and his Love (cf. Ps 40:2).

VAN

This is the meaning of the Child’s name, the name which, by /22

God’s will, Mary and Joseph gave him: he is named Jesus, which means h
“Saviour” (cf. Mt 1:21; Lk 1:31). He was sent by God the Father to save |5

us above all from the evil deeply rooted in man and in history: the evil of #
separation from God, the prideful presumption of being self-sufficient,
of trying to compete with God and to take his place, to decide what is H
good and evil, to be the master of life and death (cf. Gen 3:1-7). This is Bl
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the great evil, the great sin, from which we human beings cannot save
ourselves unless we rely on God’s help, unless we cry out to him: “Veni
ad salvandum nos! — Come to save us!”

The very fact that we cry to heaven in this way already sets us
aright; it makes us true to ourselves: we are in fact those who cried out to
God and were saved (cf. Esth [LXX] 10:3ff.). God is the Saviour; we are
those who are in peril. He is the physician; we are the infirm. To realize
this is the first step towards salvation, towards emerging from the maze
in which we have been locked by our pride. To lift our eyes to heaven, to
stretch out our hands and call for help is our means of escape, provided
that there is Someone who hears us and can come to our assistance.

Jesus Christ is the proof that God has heard our cry. And not only
this! God’s love for us is so strong that he cannot remain aloof; he comes
out of himself to enter into our midst and to share fully in our human
condition (cf. Ex 3:7-12). The answer to our cry which God gave in Jesus
infinitely transcends our expectations, achieving a solidarity which cannot
be human alone, but divine. Only the God who is love, and the love
which is God, could choose to save us in this way, which is certainly the
lengthiest way, yet the way which respects the truth about him and about
us: the way of reconciliation, dialogue and cooperation.

Dear brothers and sisters in Rome and throughout the world, on this
58 Christmas 2011, let us then turn to the Child of Bethlehem, to the Son of
the Virgin Mary, and say: “Come to save us!” Let us repeat these words in

) spiritual union with the many people who experience particularly difficult
/i% situations; let us speak out for those who have no voice.

[ Together let us ask God’s help for the peoples of the Horn of Africa,
x who suffer from hunger and food shortages, aggravated at times by a
persistent state of insecurity. May the international community not fail to
% offer assistance to the many displaced persons coming from that region
=5 and whose dignity has been sorely tried.
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May the Lord grant comfort to the peoples of South-East Asia,
particularly Thailand and the Philippines, who are still enduring grave
hardships as a result of the recent floods.

May the Lord come to the aid of our world torn by so many conflicts
which even today stain the earth with blood. May the Prince of Peace
grant peace and stability to that Land where he chose to come into the
world, and encourage the resumption of dialogue between Israelis and
Palestinians. May he bring an end to the violence in Syria, where so
much blood has already been shed. May he foster full reconciliation and
stability in Iraq and Afghanistan. May he grant renewed vigour to all
elements of society in the countries of North Africa and the Middle East
as they strive to advance the common good.

May the birth of the Saviour support the prospects of dialogue and
cooperation in Myanmar, in the pursuit of shared solutions. May the
Nativity of the Redeemer ensure political stability to the countries of the
Great Lakes Region of Africa, and assist the people of South Sudan in
their commitment to safeguarding the rights of all citizens.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us turn our gaze anew to the grotto of
Bethlehem. The Child whom we contemplate is our salvation! He has
brought to the world a universal message of reconciliation and peace. Let
us open our hearts to him; let us receive him into our lives. Once more let

us say to him, with joy and confidence: “Veni ad salvandum nos!”

\\\\\\\\
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