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CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE

MINUTES OF THE SPRING PLENARY ASSEMBLY
2012

Date: 2012 April 10-13 (Tuesday-Friday)

Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Bldg. (39 An Ju St.,
Taan District, Taipei)

Chairman: Most Rev. John Hung, SVD

Participants: Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin, Most
Rev. Philip Huang, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee,
Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Martin Su,
Most Rev. John Baptist Tseng

Guest: Msgr. Paul Russell

Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan

Procedure of Meeting:
A) Opening Prayer
B) Content of the speech of Msgr. Paul Russell

e After Msgr. Paul Russell gave his Easter greetings to the bishops,
he shared about the life and social environment of Taiwan.

e Life is a grace bestowed by God. Although Taiwan is one of the
most advanced countries in terms of material development, however, it
is very much lacking in spirit. There are some alarming facts: reduced
marriage rate and birth rate, but the rate for suicide, abandonment, child
abuse, abortion, divorce, not married, late marriage are continuously
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rising. In addition, gay rights movement has penetrated into the
educational institutions. All the more, the bishops need to protect
the families, marriages, and make effort to make known the Catholic
teachings and moral principles, shape a culture of life, help people to
know the truth and break away from ignorance and darkness of life.

e The number of priests from Mainland China coming to have
further studies in Taiwan is increasing every year. I would like to thank
the Archdiocese of Taipei for the generous support, offering a building as
their residence.

e The Secretariat of State has approved in principle the renovation
of the Nunciature. Msgr. Russell will conduct further research before
deciding the possible solutions.

e Taiwan is a country with religious freedom, but the bishops still
need to work hard to make the Catholic foreign domestic workers have
the right to a free Sunday to be able to hear Mass, and to be able to teach
Catholic religious courses in our Catholic educational institutions.

C) Topics discussed

Proposition I: CRBC Secretariat
LLA: Audit the 2011 Annual Report and 2011 Work Report

[.B: Plan to modify the balance of 2008

I.C: Election of CRBC President, Vice-President and Secretary
General

L.D: Prepare to celebrate the Year of Faith — Pastoral Letter for 2013

I.LE: Diocesan priest from Mainland China coming to Taiwan for
further studies issue
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Proposition II: Taipei Archdiocese

II.A: Taipei Archdiocese trial plan for permanent deacons

Proposition III: CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy

IIT.A: Regarding CRBC offering the Church in Mainland China
with liturgical books and other books printed in simplified
characters and its use.

II1.B: Regarding parishes or lay persons printing liturgical or prayer
books, without consulting the diocese or asking the CRBC to
approve these books, but promoting them to parishes and the
faithful.

II1.C: Regarding “Sunday services: Sunday celebration without
priest officiating” “Trial” version becoming the official
version

Proposition IV: Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary

IV.A: School Year 2012 summer short-term refresher course for
priests — purpose: to deepen the practical and pastoral themes
of the “Sacrament of Holy Orders”

IV.B: For the School Year 2012, the Taiwan Catholic Regional
Seminary (TCRS) formation of seminarians will apply and
follow Fu Jen Catholic University’s Bachelor’s Degree in
Catholic Studies and Research Program plan and assessment
- - Purpose: Fu Jen Catholic University’s “Bachelor’s Degree
in Catholic Studies and Research Program” plans to start a
“Theology Section” in School Year 2012. If this is included
in the formation of seminarians in the Regional Seminary,
they can obtain a degree recognized by the local Ministry of
Education.

IV.C: Recommended the list of the new team of priests to be

2012,/NO0. 326

CRBC Bulletin 31



appointed for the Regional Seminary

IV.D: CRBC Commission for Clergy proposed plan on the principles
of handling sexual assault cases and related matter that need
attention.

Proposition V: CRBC Commission for Social Development
and Caritas Taiwan

Proposition VI: CRBC Commission for Pastoral — Health
Care

Proposition VII: Hsinchu Diocese

Proposition I: CRBC Secretariat
I.A: Audit the 2011 Annual Report and 2011 Work Report
Explanation:

In reference to the “2011 Final Accounts for Income and
Expenditures” and the “2011 Work Report” for discussion, after approval,
present them to the Ministry of the Interior.

Resolution: Approved.

1.B: Plan to modify the balance of 2008

Explanation:

Plan to modify the use of the balance of 2008 as follows:
(A)

1. No change to the original plan (contribution to the renovation of
Apostolic Nunciature building funds) 4 million.

2. Suggest the remaining NT$1,143,725 of the 2008 balance for
a new project, to be used for constructing the fence of CRBC
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Secretariat office building.
OR: (B)

1. The original plan (contribution to the renovation of Apostolic
Nunciature building funds) of 4 million will be modified. The
new plan is to use it as 2012 contribution to Taipei Archdiocese
to renovate a dormitory for the Mainland China seminarians who
come to Taiwan for formation.

2. Suggest the remaining NT$1,143,725 of the 2008 balance for
a new plan to construct the wall of CRBC Secretariat office
building.

Resolution:

That the Secretary General write a letter to Msgr. Russell regarding
the 4 million NTD that CRBC has remitted to the Nunciature; it will be
used for the renovation of the building for the students of Mainland China.
The construction firm responsible for this will request the payment from
the Nunciature (until 4 million only). Wait for the reply of Msgr. Russell
for confirmation before proceeding.

I.C: Election of CRBC President, Vice-President and Secretary General
Explanation:

According to the CRBC Statutes Art. 9 : «The plenary meeting is
to elect a president and pro-president of the Conference, and appoint a
general secretary. Their term is four years (Canon Law 452 Art. 1). The
auxiliary bishops cannot be elected as president nor the pro-president (cf.
Explanation of Pont. Council for the interpretation of the texts of Law).
The last CRBC election was during the 2008 spring plenary meeting.
Their term will end this spring. So, there is a need to have an election. (see
appendix 1)
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Resolution:

Result of the election : President : Most Rev. John Hung, SVD ;
Vice-President : Most Rev. Peter Liu ; Standing Committee members :
Most Rev. Bosco Lin, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Most Rev. Martin Su.
Secretary General: Fr. Otfried Chan.

I.C1: The fourth Board of Directors and President (July 1, 2012 — June
30, 2016)

Explanation:

The Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference is subject to the 9th
article of the Statutes : « The term of the President is four years, after the
term there can be re-election». The term ends after this year’s Spring
assembly, thus there should be an election. (See appendix 2)

Resolution:

Most Rev. John Hung, SVD, Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco
Lin, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, and Most Rev. Martin Su.

I.D: Prepare to celebrate the Year of Faith — Pastoral Letter of 2013
Explanation:

The Catholic Church will start the Year of Faith on 11 October 2012
and will end on 24 November 2013. Since the Autumn Plenary Assembly
will be at the start of November 2012, it is necessary to decide earlier
the theme of the 2013 pastoral letter to go with the Year of Faith (see
appendix).

Resolution:

Request Fr. John Lai to write a draft using the content of the

message of Pope Benedict XVI for the “Door of Faith” as the foundation

of the pastoral letter. Moreover, provide concrete actions how to respond
to the pastoral letter: study the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed and Vatican
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II related documents, focus on environmental protection, safeguard social
justice, cherish life, and promote the veneration to St. Gianna Beretta
Molla, the patron saint for unborn babies and infants.

LLE: Diocesan priest from Mainland China coming to Taiwan for further
studies issue

Explanation:

Each year, there is an increase in number of priests from Mainland
China who come for further studies at the Fu Jen Catholic University
Faculty of Theology. Their tuition, living expenses and housing problem
(community life, spiritual life) urgently need help to find a solution. Taipei
Archdiocese can provide a place as residence (Sanchung), but it needs to
be renovated before it can be used. The preliminary estimate of expenses
will be NT$ 15 million. So, there is a need for the other dioceses to
support.

Resolution:

Water and electricity bills will first be disbursed by CRBC. Suggest
that the Pontifical Societies of Propagation of the Faith support the priests
and Sisters from Mainland China who come to study at Fu Jen Catholic
University Faculty of Theology. Apply to the Holy See for provisional
yearly funds. The remaining details will be discussed during the Autumn
Plenary Assembly.

Proposition II: Taipei Archdiocese
II.A: Taipei Archdiocese trial plan for permanent deacons
Explanation:

During the 2010 CRBC Spring Plenary Assembly, the trial plan for
“permanent deacons” of Taipei Archdiocese was already discussed (see
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appendix). Moreover, during the CRBC Extraordinary Meeting on 20
September 2010, Msgr. Paul Russell in his speech explained this in detail.
He provided official documents related to “permanent deacons” from the
Vatican and the Pope (see appendix).

Resolution: Unanimous approval for Taipei Archdiocese to go
ahead with its Trial Plan for Permanent Deacons and begin to prepare
Formation Courses, welcome Permanent Deacons from other dioceses to
join. Give a progress report of this Trial Plan to CRBC.

Proposition III: CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy

III.A Regarding CRBC offering the Church in Mainland China with
liturgical books and other books printed in simplified characters and its
use.

Explanation:

1. In the past, CRBC has taken the role as bridge Church, providing
Mainland China with liturgical books and other books printed in
simplified characters for their use free of charge.

2. However, it was found that the published liturgical books in
simplified characters for the needs of Mainland China are
also being offered at a cheap price to Churches of Chinese
communities in Southeast Asia. For example: according to
the statistics of Hebei Faith Press, Carlo Catholic Society of
Singapore has purchased 1,300 copies of the “Missal” (small book
size). This undermines the rights and interests of our copyright.
This is not only taking the copyright lightly, it is also contrary to
our original intention to help the Church in Mainland China.

Means:

Therefore, the Commission for Sacred Liturgy recommends the
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following:

1. For the Catholics in Mainland China, especially considering the
economic condition of those from the vast countryside, they still
need our help. At the same time, it is responding to the appeal of
the Holy See. Therefore, we continue to provide the Church in
Mainland China the use of our copyright free of charge.

2. Suggest that the Church in Mainland China when printing
liturgical books and other books, to add in the copyright page
such words as: “This book is limited for use and sale in Mainland
China only.” Moreover, require the Church in Mainland China to
fully comply to the norms set by the CRBC.

3. If Churches in other countries want to purchase, the Church in
Mainland China should request them to contact CRBC directly to
discuss the ordering of books and/or copyright matters.

Resolution:

Regulating the future. There should be a new contract with the
official publisher in Mainland China or other publishing companies. The
Commission for Sacred Liturgy will write a draft based on the CRBC
principles of granting copyright.

III.B Regarding parishes or lay persons printing liturgical or prayer
books, without consulting the diocese or asking the CRBC to approve
these books, but promoting them to parishes and the faithful.

Explanation:

1. It has always been a practice that in each diocese some liturgical
or prayer books are not approved for publishing by the CRBC or
the diocese. Some of these books use CRBC published books as
a reference, some were re-edited to meet pastoral needs, while
others make modifications based on personal subjective needs.
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Means:

Some are direct reproductions of the entire liturgical books.
Some manuals are compilations of prayers in circulation and were
edited.

. Some of these books are according to the pastoral needs of the

dioceses, some are selected contents of CRBC published liturgical
books. In some, there are serious typographical errors in their
contents. Therefore, these printed matters are often incomplete or
inappropriate, there are even liturgical errors. This way of doing
things also involves the CRBC copyright issue.

. According to the “The Code of Canon Law” for liturgical books,

the provisions of can. 826 and 838 are to be observed: “The
ordering and guidance of the sacred liturgy depends solely upon
the authority of the Church, namely, that of the Apostolic See,
and, as provided by law, that of the diocesan Bishop.” Thus, all
prayer texts of the liturgy should have the approval of the local
bishop.

Therefore, the Commission for Sacred Liturgy recommends the

following:

1.
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If a parish or religious community, for pastoral reasons (ex.
changing the Rite of Scrutiny in RCIA from three times to two
times), re-edits the CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy
published liturgical book and liturgical text, it should be verified
by the diocesan committee for sacred liturgy. The purpose of
verification is not to prohibit its use but to help the parish or
religious community to use the liturgical book in conformity with
liturgical norms and spirit.

. If the diocese has no censor system, the CRBC Commission for

Sacred Liturgy can assist in reviewing and revising.

3.

Since these books are conveniently re-edited and compiled
according to the needs of individual parishes, they should be used
only in that particular parish and should not become a model copy
for the whole diocese.

4. If the diocese has a need for a common liturgical book, it can

ask the liturgical experts of the diocese or in collaborate with the
CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy.

Resolution:

1.

For pastoral reasons, a parish or a religious community may re-
edit a CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy published liturgical
book and liturgical text. The parish priest or superior of the
community should be responsible in reviewing it for possible
errors before its implementation.

. Since these books are edited and compiled according to the needs

of individual parishes, they should be used only in that particular
parish and should not become a model copy for the diocese or a
circulation copy.

. If these liturgical books and liturgical texts compiled by parishes

or religious communities are to be used in other parishes, the
permission from the local bishop is needed.

. If a personally re-edited liturgical book or prayer manual will be

used in the parish, it should bear the approval from the diocese or
CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy before it can be publicly
used.

. Each diocese should be stricter in their censor system on liturgical

books being circulated in the diocese which are not produced
by CRBC. This is to promote the proper liturgical spirit and to
protect the quality of the liturgical text.
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III.C. Regarding the “Sunday services: Sunday celebration without priest
officiating” “Trial” version becoming the official version

Explanation:

1. In 2006, the CRBC Commission for Sacred Liturgy published a
“Trial” version which has been used for almost eight years

2. It has now been revised. Adjustments were made based on the
constructive comments provided by several parishes.

Means:

That the “Trial” version of “Sunday services: Sunday celebration
without priest officiating” becomes an official version.

Resolution: The liturgical book will be sent to Rome for approval.

Proposition IV: Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary

IV.A: School Year 2012 summer short-term refresher course for priests —
purpose: to deepen the practical and pastoral themes of the “Sacrament of
Holy Orders”

Explanation:

1. Following up the School Year 2011 on the first Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary affairs meeting academic report on: “Priests’
short-term refresher course” overview of program.

2. This course is organized by the CRBC Commission for the
Clergy, co-organized by the Regional Seminary to give all priests
in Taiwan, especially those working in parishes an opportunity for
further studies.

3. Content of course: Discussion and exchanges on recent Holy See
instructions regarding formation renewal for priests, on real and
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practical works related to the Sacrament of Holy Orders, pastoral
duties, and concrete daily life of priests.

4. Refresher course will be about two weeks, but due to other duties
of the lecturer from the Holy See, the lecturer will start his course
in the morning of August 8 (Wednesday) until he finishes the
course. This schedule gives participants ample time to digest
and absorb the contents of the course. Also, they will really have
exchanges and will learn positively from each other.

5. August 7 (Tuesday) Content of the course: The Canon Law
Society will share and discuss special cases and results (related to
marriage practices etc.)

Resolution: Approved.

IV.B: For the School Year 2012, the Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary
(TCRS) formation of seminarians will apply and follow Fu Jen Catholic
University’s Bachelor’s Degree in Catholic Studies and Research
Program (FJCUBARP) plan and assessment - - Purpose: Fu Jen Catholic
University’s “Bachelor’s Degree in Catholic Studies and Research
Program” plans to start a “Theology Section” in School Year 2012. If this
is included in the formation of seminarians in the Regional Seminary, they
can obtain a degree recognized by the local Ministry of Education.

Explanation:

1. On March 19 (Monday), Fu Jen Catholic University already started a
meeting to discuss a preparatory program to open a “Theology Section”
in collaboration with the Major Seminary.

2. Curriculum

A. Spirituality Year is a quasi independent method for formation.
Part of the courses are offered at the Promotion Department
Accredited Courses. These courses can be accredited in the
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future admission programs. (4 credit units for bible courses;
altogether until 10 units)

. The beginning of the second year corresponds to the First Year

of the regular curriculum for students. They will follow the
arrangements and requirements of a 4-year bachelor degree in
education. It has been suggested that the curriculum consists of
the following subjects/items:

a. “Theology Section” for First and Second Years specialized
courses include Scholastic Philosophy, History of Chinese
Philosophy and Philosophical Monographs — a total of 44
units. This will be the Philosophy Year of Philosophy and will
serve as preparation for theological courses.

b. The “Theology Section” Program combined with the
Faculty of Theology compulsory credit courses and elective
credit courses, will become the credited courses required
for graduation of the seminarians and credits required for
admission at the Faculty of Theology.

. The fourth year is the beginning of the Third Year of the

Curriculum. The seminarians admitted in the Faculty of
Theology start theological formation. If the proposal stated in
2.B.b is implemented, the training courses for seminarians can be
according to both basic requirements of the regular Curriculum
Program and that of the Faculty of Theology.

The seventh year is the beginning of the Pastoral Year.

E. The rough estimate for seven years of study is 280 hours, about

40 hours each year.

3. Method of Teaching

Suggest an “independent classes” model with the following
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advantages: it is based on the doctrines of the Church, on the level of
the seminarians with teachers meeting the approval of the local bishops
and the seminary. Perhaps this can reduce problems resulting from the
interaction between seminarians and other students.

4. Qualifications of Teachers

A. Suggest that the Program recruits and appoints persons who meet
the standard of the local Ministry for Education, the approval
from the Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference, acceptance
by the Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary, and according to
the qualifications stipulated by the Congregation for Catholic
Education of the Holy See.

B. Suggest that the Curriculum Program joins with the Faculty
of Theology in the acceptance of teachers. This simplifies
to achieve the interrelated requirements and achieve positive
interaction with the Faculty of Theology.

5. Education requirements

A. Equipped with a university degree reduces the burden of
academic studies by accrediting units (even shorten the number
of years in school); besides the required Seminary formation,
with the approval of the diocese seminarians may pursue other
professional training provided by Fu Jen Catholic University (ex.
Psychology, NPO, Education, Management and Organization,
MBA etc.).

B. On the fifth year in the seminary which corresponds to the fourth
year of the Curriculum Program, one can obtain a bachelor’s
degree recognized by the local Ministry of Education.

C. On the sixth year in the seminary which is the end of the third
year in the Faculty of Theology, one can obtain a Bachelor’s
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Degree in Theology recognized by the Congregation for Catholic need to follow the communal prayer life and regular schedule and

Education of the Holy See. duties as well as services of the Regional Seminary. They must actively

D. In case the Curriculum Program opens a Master’s Degree participate in the community life of the Seminary.

Program, those without Master’s Degree can be sent to enroll to 8. Other matters

obtain this degree. A. The “Curriculum Program” has proposed to CRBC to convene

E. Those who need not obtain a degree will be asked to study the the Faculty of Theology and the Regional Seminary to discuss

required credit units in Philosophy at the Faculty of Theology collaboration and joint opening of classes matters.

and some required courses at the Seminary. Those who study B. Suggest that the Curriculum Program “Theology Section” Course

at the Faculty of Theology obtain a degree and qualification to take place at the Regional Seminary.

priesthood, and also a graduate from the Regional Seminary.
C. Make use of Fu Jen Catholic University bilingual languages
6. Fees/expenses . . -
(Chinese and English) for admission tests, summer courses,

A. For the tuition fee of a seminarian at Fu Jen Catholic University make-up courses etc., mechanisms to enhance the quality and

Faculty of Theology, suggest that the school offer scholarship
grants.

. Independent classes: If it does not meet the regulations of the
Curriculum Program or School (due to cost), the school plans
to use the Mission Foundation Funds of the Vice President as
special payments. (Perhaps the Seminary can pay the hourly rate
of the teachers etc., or the unit to whom the seminarian belongs

can pay.)

. Moreover, in order to avoid drawbacks resulting to wasted
resources, perhaps one can consider letting the seminarian pay
the full amount or part of his school fees or other measures, but
an in-depth assessment of its pros and cons should e made.

level of the seminarians, and even hire an assistant to strengthen
their knowledge.

. If the Curriculum Program opens a master’s degree program,

suggest that the Curriculum Program accredits Faculty of
Theology related credit units and the credited courses during the
Pastoral Year of the Regional Seminary.

9. Pros and cons

A.

It helps seminarians to smoothly receive follow-up academic
trainings in the country, obtain a bachelor’s degree (even a
master’s degree) or enter other departments for further studies.
This raises national academic recognition of the seminarians.

. Interaction with classmates not from the seminary will produce

7. Community life positive and negative individual impact upon the character,

To foster the spiritual formation of a consecrated life, there should academic attainment, vocation of seminarians etc.

be a real and close collaboration between the Regional Seminary and the C. Having classes at the Seminary will enable it to become a more

Curriculum Program. Aside from the time of classes, the seminarians . . .
open space, but it will also have positive and negative results.
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Means:
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. The personal growth differences of seminarians will be more

evident. There is a need to re-evaluate, set and implement the
norms of expression related to community life.

. The role to accompany and supervise the seminarians will be even

more important, thus there is a need to reinforce the manpower of
the formation team (priest administrators, spiritual directors), and
professional functions to related resources.

.According to the spirit and principles of formation in the

Regional Seminary, take initiative to collaborate with the
Curriculum Program, discuss and study together related plans and
implementations.

. Appoint teachers in the Curriculum Program for the Year of

Spirituality, establish at Fu Jen Catholic University Promotion
Department and request the Curriculum Program to recognize
the credited units (or arrange for the seminarians of the Year of
Spirituality to follow regular courses to obtain credit units).

. The Curriculum Program can implement the above items

“II. Explanation: 2. Schedule of courses”. After meeting the
standard of academic formation for priests, with the permission
of the rector and according to the individual condition of
the seminarian, it can be arranged to enroll in the Curriculum
Program. (the earliest time to implement is in School Year 2013)

. The appointment of teachers for the “Theology Section”

independent courses will have to be discussed and confirmed
according to individual cases.

. The Curriculum Program and the Faculty of Theology must join in

opening of classes affairs, actively provide relevant information,

and ask these two entities to confirm its implementation.

6. It can be suggested to the Curriculum Program to assist in the
administrative measures to help determine the academic courses
the seminarians need to study further.

7. Recommend priests from each diocese religious congregations
with doctorate degree recognized by the local Ministry of
Education to be professors in the Curriculum Program.

8. That alumni of the Regional Seminary and seminarians who
already have transcripts of the Seminary, when they study the
Curriculum in the future, their credited units can be accredited in
the Curriculum Program, thus reducing the number of years in
school. They obtain a bachelor’s degree (even master’s degree),
and can be accepted to the professional trainings offered by Fu
Jen Catholic University.

Resolution: Approved and encouraged to continue efforts.

IV.C: Recommended list for the new team of priests to be appointed for
the Regional Seminary

Explanation:

The priests serving in the formation team of the Regional Seminary
have reached their term and will resign en masse.

Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary is a joint management of the
seven dioceses of Taiwan to form the local youth to become priests and
together, share in this sacred mission.

The priests serving in the formation team come from the seven
dioceses. Each diocese takes turns to serve the seminary. In this way,
each diocese has the opportunity to participate in this formation.

So that in the future, the Regional Seminary formation team
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cooperates with Fu-Jen Catholic University and the Faculty of Theology,
it is suggested to choose priests who have special qualifications in sacred
studies to offer services both ways, to reduce personnel, and to contribute
their expertise.

Based on Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary Formation Manual
Chapter 2 Art. 6: One term of the Rector is three years. From August
2009 — July 2012, the term is almost completed. To facilitate work and
turnover of office, the rector and formation committee should resign
altogether when the term is complete and ask for the approval during the
CRBC meeting. Candidates should be prepared ahead of time.

Resolution: Names of candidates will be released in due time.

IV.D: CRBC Commission for Clergy proposed plan on the principles for
handling sexual assault cases.

Explanation:

1. Sexual assault prevention professional training for priests and
Church staff should be organized on a regular basis and should
strengthen the ability to identify the target of sexual assault. Also
organize sexual assault self-protection training on a regular basis.

2. Organize sexual assault prevention education or trainings based
on practical courses and supplemented by theory.

3. External supervision mechanisms should be created. At the right
moment, hire an external supervisor to help prevent and detect
cases of sexual assault or maltreatment etc., and to assist in cases
when urgent investigation, evaluation and rehabilitation are
necessary.

4. CRBC should include as one of the issues in next Spring General
Assembly “the Commission for Clergy towards Sexual Assault
Prevention and Handling of Cases”, and actively supervise the
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establishment of standard procedures in handling sexual abuse
cases.

. When appointing Church staff, request them to comply with the

Code of Ethics of the respective organization, provide Police
Clearance and sign an agreement that they cannot sexually abuse
nor maltreat anybody.

. If the Church staff or other people discover within the Church

suspect child and sexual abuse cases, pursuant to the provisions of
Art. 34 of the Children and Youth Welfare, it should be reported
within twenty-four (24) hours to the competent authorities, it does
not need the permission of the person-in-charge.

. Those who are in charge of implementing the Child and Youth

Welfare in particular, in case they know about suspected child
and youth of sexual assault but fail to notify immediately
the municipal and county (city) authorities, should also bear
administrative responsibility alongside with the punishment
stipulated in Children and Youth Welfare Art. 61.

. When competent authorities and the Church deal with suspected

sexual assault cases, they should keep it confidential and
safeguard the reputation and privacy of the victims of sexual
assault. The identity and information of the informant should also
be kept confidential. The competent authorities should establish
trust with the Church, reach an agreement not to expose the
suspected sexual assault cases open to the public.

. When competent authorities are notified about a suspected sexual

assault case, a specialist should be appointed to deal with this case
or create a “risk assessment management group”. Members of the
group may include experts, staff from competent authorities of the
Church, staff from Sexual Assault Prevention Center, supervisor
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or social worker of the victim, and other related personnel.
However, when the suspected perpetrator is a clergy or member
of the Church authority, that clergy or member of the Church
authority should withdraw himself from his ministry in order to
assure the Church’s objective and fair way of dealing with sexual
assault cases.

10. When there is a suspected sexual assault case in the Church,
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please refer to the following way of handling the case as
procedure:

(1) The Church should designate a professional to deal or work
with an external specialist while conducting confidential
individual dialogue, propose dialogue reports, and record
events, its occurrence and causes. There should not too many
staffs involved in order to avoid disturbances to the Church.

(2) When the competent authorities intervene or the notification
procedure is completed, each unit should immediately consult
in order to reach a legal consensus, and make statements
through a unified channel.

(3) When the event is at the initial stage, especially children
and adolescents in their traumatic period, the victims
are going through anguish and anxiety. The peers know
the facts of the case may also engage in counseling, and
explain in small faith-groups, to reinforce psychological
and spiritual assistance. Immediate trauma treatment is not
recommended, but rather to assist the victims and give them
a sense of security in daily life, and stability is a priority.
With concerted efforts, avoid the occurrence and repeating of
sexual assault incidents.

(4) During the recovery period the child and adolescent victim

should be assisted by specialists. Individual or group
psychological and spiritual guidance or treatment should be
based on the situation of each case.

I1. Competent authorities from the Commission for Clergy,
Religious or Social Affairs should provide files of the sexual
assault cases and list of perpetrators as confidential documents to
the Ministry of the Interior Child Welfare Bureau as reference.

Resolution:

Entrusting to Most Rev. John Baptist Lee the implementation of this
advocacy program.

Proposition V: CRBC Commission for Social Development and Caritas
Taiwan.

Petition to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for exempting the taxation
0f 20% on Church humanitarian foreign aid donations.

Explanation:

1. The dioceses of the Catholic Church in Taiwan and nation-wide
social, cultural and educational NGO’s often have interaction with
foreign Catholic corresponding NGO’s.

2. The Church has always shown its charitable support for holistic
development in poor regions abroad. Especially when natural
and man-caused calamities are happening, the faithful and kind-
hearted people are all willing to give their donation to the disaster
victims through the Church NGO’s.

3. Last year, the Ministry of Finance sent a communiqué stating that
from now on, all foreign aid donations are required to pay 20% in
tax.

4. A diocese reportedly has succeeded in asking the MOFA to
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exempt its donation from tax control through the CRBC and the
Nunciature.

5. CRBC Commission for Social Development and Caritas Taiwan
represent the Catholic Church in Taiwan in caring for the needs
of the poor within the country and abroad. Caritas is dedicated to
the mission entrusted to them. Although financial resources are
not much, they are never absent from international humanitarian
rescue mission. Now they are subject to 20% tax control. Rescue
services are particularly difficult.

Means:

Write a letter to the Department of European Affairs of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

Resolution:

CRBC Commission for Social Development and Caritas Taiwan are
to work out by themselves how to be exempted from taxation.

Proposition VI: CRBC Commission for Pastoral — Health
Care

Request CRBC to examine and approve the “Pastoral - Health Care
Professional Certification System”, and write a letter to all Catholic health
care institutions and related organizations in Taiwan to abide with it.

Explanation:

The Commission for Pastoral — Health Care raised three propositions
during the 2010 CRBC Autumn General Assembly. One of the three
propositions was:

“The hospital pastoral personnel are now preparing professional
certification system. Request the CRBC Health Pastoral Care
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Commission to form a team of professionals to examine and grant the
certificates. In order to encourage and confirm the pastoral worker, it is
necessary to establish a professional certification system. A suggestion
is made for the Pastoral Health Care Association to develop a system and
assessment method. CRBC Commission for Pastoral Health Care should
invite professionals to form an Assessment Team and grant certificates to
those approved.” The resolution of the general assembly was: “Approved.
Assessment method will be decided separately.”

After several meetings of the Catholic Pastoral — Health Care
Association representatives, the “Pastoral - Health Care Professional
Certification System” was finalized and formulated during the meeting on
March 24, 2012 (see attachment). Request the bishops to discuss it. If
approved, please send a letter to all the Catholic Health Care institutions
in Taiwan for them to abide with it. After its approval, the Pastoral —
Health Care Associations will right away formulate its contents and make
announcements.

Resolution:

Approved in principle, but the trainings and examination
certification system and its details need to be studied in the next Autumn
General Assembly.

Proposition VII: Hsinchu Diocese

Include in the CRBC Liturgical Calendar (Ordo) the feast day of St.
Gianna Beretta Molla, April 28th, feast of St. Gianna Pro Life Center.

Explanation: (see appendix)

Resolution: Approved.
VARIA:
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1. Fu Jen Catholic University requesting Taiwan Catholic Regional
Seminary to relocate issue

Explanation:

(1). Fu Jen Catholic University once again brought up the issue that
the Regional Seminary can collaborate in the construction of the
hospital by relocating to another place to avoid significant loses.

(2). An important agreement between Fu Jen Catholic University and
CRBC on July 2, 2009 on land exchange was: the new building
of the Regional Seminary should first be built, occupy it and
then demolish their old building. This is to avoid disturbance
in the Regional Seminary as well as on the formation of the
seminarians.

(3).The Regional Seminary fully cooperates with the construction
projects. However, Fu Jen Catholic University was delayed
in the delivery of documents of the overall plan. It is also
delaying to begin the construction of the new building of the
Regional Seminary. In fact, Fu Jen Catholic University was
scheduled to have completely demolished their building, lift
governing regulations and turn over the land on January 16,
2012. The main reason for the delay in construction of the new
building of the Regional Seminary is caused by Fu Jen Catholic
University itself. Fu Jen Catholic University should take its own
responsibility and should not require the Regional Seminary to
pay the price for its delay. Based on the contract, the Regional
Seminary can expect the completion of its building within
487 days, and can obtain the permit to use it. At present, the
construction company is also fully according to the development
of the contract. The university should be in complete control, in
order not to delay circumstances.
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(4). If the university will have great loss, they should provide
precise data to convince the Regional Seminary. At the same
time propose a favorable means to compensate the loss of
this Regional Seminary and adequate space to move in before
transferring to its new building. The Regional Seminary is
willing to move.

Resolution:

Based on physical space and equipments, the university should
provide the Regional Seminary with the needed facilities and costs
and should reimburse their expenses. The Regional Seminary will be
relocated (2X), thus the needed costs should be shouldered by Fu Jen
Catholic University.

2. Fu Jen Catholic University Board of Directors candidates —
Representative of the Clergy Unit, a member of the Board

Explanation:

(1) The 17th term of office of a member of the Board of Fu Jen
Catholic University will remain effective until November 12,
2012 only.

(2) CRBC Chinese Diocesan Clergy may nominate four candidates
for the Board Chairman.

Resolution:

(1) Nominated candidates — Most Rev. John Tseng, Dr. Chien-Jen
Chen, Sr. Mary Ann Lou of Cardinal Tien Hospital, Dir. John
Tang (choose one between these two)

(2) Incumbent member of the Board, V. Rev. Anthony Lau, will
remain in office; Rev. Joseph Hsu will retire.

3. Rectify the promotion of Catholic Scout Association (Hsinchu
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Diocese)
Explanation:

To be a scout is the best way to cultivate and develop fully one’s
personality. Nevertheless, due to the changes of situation and people, the
promotion of scout movement is not as it was before. Therefore, it is time
to review the situation and change the Pastoral Counselors Wood Badge
Training to Asia-Pacific Scout General Association, in order to train
qualified coaches for scouts, and at the same time, extend the training to
international level, enriching and vitalizing the Church in Taiwan.

Resolution: Approved.

The CRBC Commission for Education and Culture is to send a
letter to Principals or Directors of Catholic Schools to encourage them to
accept the “Merit Badge Counselors Training” (August 20-23) to obtain
a Merit Wood Badge and become a person recognized by the Asia-Pacific
Catholic Scout Association who implements policies. In schools, promote
the Boy Scouts movement and entrust to Most Rev. John Baptist Lee to
represent the Boy Scouts Movement in the Church of Taiwan. Establish a
Boy Scouts system.

4. Bishops Media Training
Explanation:

When Paul Cardinal Shan was giving his speech, he encouraged the
bishops to undergo media training, in order that they become familiar on
how to deal with interviews by reporters and through the media do works
of evangelization.

Resolution:

Request the Secretary General to contact Kuangchi Program Service
and arrange a three-day training course (possible dates: September 3-5,
September 24-26 or December 10-12).
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Message from His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

to the 50th International Eucharistic Congress
2012

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

With great affection in the Lord, I greet all of you who have
gathered in Dublin for the Fiftieth International Eucharistic Congress,
especially Cardinal Brady, Archbishop Martin, the clergy, religious and
faithful of Ireland, and all of you who have come from afar to support the
Irish Church with your presence and prayers.

The theme of the Congress — Communion with Christ and with One
Another — leads us to reflect upon the Church as a mystery of fellowship
with the Lord and with all the members of his body. From the earliest
times the notion of koinonia or communio has been at the core of the
Church’s understanding of herself, her relationship to Christ her founder,
and the sacraments she celebrates, above all the Eucharist. Through our
Baptism, we are incorporated into Christ’s death, reborn into the great
family of the brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ; through Confirmation
we receive the seal of the Holy Spirit; and by our sharing in the Eucharist,
we come into communion with Christ and each other visibly here on
earth. We also receive the pledge of eternal life to come.

The Congress also occurs at a time when the Church throughout
the world is preparing to celebrate the Year of Faith to mark the fiftieth
anniversary of the start of the Second Vatican Council, an event which
launched the most extensive renewal of the Roman Rite ever known.
Based upon a deepening appreciation of the sources of the liturgy, the
Council promoted the full and active participation of the faithful in the
Eucharistic sacrifice. At our distance today from the Council Fathers’
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expressed desires regarding liturgical renewal, and in the light of the
universal Church’s experience in the intervening period, it is clear that a
great deal has been achieved; but it is equally clear that there have been
many misunderstandings and irregularities. The renewal of external
forms, desired by the Council Fathers, was intended to make it easier to
enter into the inner depth of the mystery. Its true purpose was to lead
people to a personal encounter with the Lord, present in the Eucharist,
and thus with the living God, so that through this contact with Christ’s
love, the love of his brothers and sisters for one another might also grow.
Yet not infrequently, the revision of liturgical forms has remained at an
external level, and “active participation” has been confused with external
activity. Hence much still remains to be done on the path of real liturgical
renewal. In a changed world, increasingly fixated on material things, we
must learn to recognize anew the mysterious presence of the Risen Lord,
which alone can give breadth and depth to our life.

The Eucharist is the worship of the whole Church, but it also
requires the full engagement of each individual Christian in the Church’s
mission; it contains a call to be the holy people of God, but also one to
individual holiness; it is to be celebrated with great joy and simplicity, but
also as worthily and reverently as possible; it invites us to repent of our
sins, but also to forgive our brothers and sisters; it binds us together in the
Spirit, but it also commands us in the same Spirit to bring the good news
of salvation to others.

Moreover, the Eucharist is the memorial of Christ’s sacrifice on the
Cross, his body and blood given in the new and eternal covenant for the
forgiveness of sins and the transformation of the world. Ireland has been
shaped by the Mass at the deepest level for centuries, and by its power
and grace generations of monks, martyrs and missionaries have heroically
lived the faith at home and spread the Good News of God’s love and
forgiveness well beyond your shores. You are the heirs to a Church that
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has been a mighty force for good in the world, and which has given a
profound and enduring love of Christ and his blessed Mother to many,
many others.

Your forebears in the Church in Ireland knew how to strive for
holiness and constancy in their personal lives, how to preach the joy that
comes from the Gospel, how to promote the importance of belonging to
the universal Church in communion with the See of Peter, and how to
pass on a love of the faith and Christian virtue to other generations. Our
Catholic faith, imbued with a radical sense of God’s presence, caught up
in the beauty of his creation all around us, and purified through personal
penance and awareness of God’s forgiveness, is a legacy that is surely
perfected and nourished when regularly placed on the Lord’s altar at the
sacrifice of the Mass. Thankfulness and joy at such a great history of faith
and love have recently been shaken in an appalling way by the revelation
of sins committed by priests and consecrated persons against people
entrusted to their care. Instead of showing them the path towards Christ,
towards God, instead of bearing witness to his goodness, they abused
people and undermined the credibility of the Church’s message. How are
we to explain the fact that people who regularly received the Lord’s body
and confessed their sins in the sacrament of Penance have offended in this
way? It remains a mystery. Yet evidently, their Christianity was no longer
nourished by joyful encounter with Jesus Christ: it had become merely a
matter of habit. The work of the Council was really meant to overcome
this form of Christianity and to rediscover the faith as a deep personal
friendship with the goodness of Jesus Christ. The Eucharistic Congress
has a similar aim. Here we wish to encounter the Risen Lord. We ask
him to touch us deeply. May he who breathed on the Apostles at Easter,
communicating his Spirit to them, likewise bestow upon us his breath, the
power of the Holy Spirit, and so help us to become true witnesses to his
love, witnesses to the truth. His truth is love. Christ’s love is truth.
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