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J 5} Chinese Regional Bishops’
M_“J J ‘I Conference
=<9 | Pastoral Letter for the Year

YEAR OF FATHE: of Faith 2012-2013

99l

“I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.

“I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved.”

I. Faithis a call.’ Through the witness and services of the Church,
everyone is called to enter into a life of communion with the Blessed
Trinity. This call, which is testified in the Scriptures, is given through
Christ, the Word made flesh, and by the grace of the Holy Spirit, to all
mankind till the end of the world.* The Church constantly deepens her
understanding on this grace gift at the previous Ecumenical Councils,
proclaiming it continuously, bearing witness for it and passing it on.

II. “The Church must not hide herself; faith must be explained.”
On October 11 this year, two great events in the Church history with
significant importance coincided: the fiftieth anniversary of the opening
of the Second Vatican Council and the twentieth anniversary of the
publication of the ‘Catechism of the Catholic Church’. Seeing this
historical coincidence and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, His
Holiness Pope Benedict X VI proclaimed the “Year of Faith” which begins
on the October 11, 2012 and ends on November 24, 2013, solemnity of
Christ the King. We live in “a society of greed that dares less and less to
hope...”® Pope Benedict XVI is encouraging the whole Church to study
the documents of Vatican II and the ‘Catechism of the Catholic Church’
during these 410 days, in order to deepen the understanding on our faith,
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strengthen our personal relationship with Christ, be more solidly rooted in
our faith and “to bear witness with a living faith, to live the beauty and joy
» 7 We believe that the “Year of Faith”, proclaimed
by Pope Benedict XVI for the Universal Church, and particularly here

of being Christians.

in Taiwan, will give rise to a systematic and more comprehensive
understanding on the content of our faith. When faith is interiorized, the
spiritual experience of the faithful will be deepened, and by cultivating
a practical faith and by witnessing, the mission of evangelization will
gradually be achieved for we have “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” *

III. Looking back at Vatican II which took place 50 years ago
and looking at the ‘Catechism of the Catholic Church’ which was
published 20 years ago, one can see God’s providential intervention in
both anniversaries. Both events firmly marked the unity and uniqueness
of the faith of the Church. The four key Constitutions of Vatican II: on
the Word of God (Dei Verbum), on the Church (Lumen Gentium), on
the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium) and on the Church in the
modern World (Gaudium et Spes), are known as the four main pillars of
the Council. Thirty years after the Council, the ‘Catechism of the Catholic
Church’ responded in accordance with Vatican II with four main parts: the
Creed, the Sacraments, the Ten Commandments, and Christian Prayer.’
Pope Benedict XVI firmly believes and gives the assurance that if the
Church is faithful to these two documents, “issues concerning our faith
are going forward on the right track.” "’

IV. In response to the invitation of Pope Benedict X VI to celebrate
the Year of Faith and to the ‘Note’ with Pastoral Recommendations
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, so as to actively
participate in this year of grace, the Bishops’ Conference intends to revive
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the process of rediscovering the faith and its content, and at the same
time to re-enkindle the zeal of the faithful, by proposing the following
practical recommendations, in addition to those in ‘The Door of Faith’,
‘Note’ and ‘Guidelines for Celebrating the Year of Faith’, in view of the
current situation of the Church and the challenges of the Taiwan society.
Moreover, we encourage all Christian communities to enthusiastically
implement the innovative programs planned for the celebration so that this
Year of Faith may become a vital turning point for the Church in Taiwan.

1. Deepening the faith

“The Year of Faith will have to see a concerted effort to rediscover
and study the fundamental content of faith that receives its systematic
and organic synthesis in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.” "' As
regards the content of the faith, besides having the Sacred Scripture
as foundation and attending continuously Bible studies, faithful of all
Christian communities are encouraged to have recourse to seminars
and workshops to study and discover anew the riches of the faith in the
two aforementioned documents, or to make use of various activities
and workshops to acquire their knowledge of their faith and to deepen
their understanding on the doctrine of the faith. Reading the Bible is
the basic condition to deepen one’s faith, whereas learning the Creed
is necessary for understanding the faith. For this reason, the Bishops’
Conference published the “Guidelines for Celebrating the Year of Faith”
which also comprises these two parts: “Reading the Bible Together” and
‘Discovering the Creed”. We believe that this will be a great help not only
to understand the content of the Bible and the content of the faith, but this
will also help the faithful develop the habit of reading the Bible and the
ability of articulating correctly the faith of the Catholic Church.

Concrete actions:

e Read the Bible; become familiar with the content of the Gospel
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e Study the Creed; knowing the history of the Creed
2. Interiorizing the faith

“Without the liturgy and the sacraments, the profession of faith
would lack efficacy, because it would lack the grace which supports

. . . 12
Christian witness.”

The doctrinal teachings of the Church, liturgy and
prayer all must be integrated in the moral life of the faithful. Only then
can one be purified and obtain the sanctifying fruits for the soul.” The
more one knows God, the more one will become aware of “living in the
presence of God”. So the knowledge of and the obedience to the Faith
must be concretized in one’s Christian life in terms of zeal. Through
various spiritual practices and devotional exercises such as adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, pilgrimages especially to Marian shrines and
churches of which the patron saints are the Martyrs and Saints of China
etc., and getting involved in various kinds of charity work and cultivating
a special and intimate relationship with God, interiorizing the faith will
then become an attitude and an habitual act in daily life.'"* This will
eventually enable us to communicate our faith “from mouth to ear” with
powerful results.

“One thing that will be of decisive importance in this year is
retracing the history of our faith - the great witnesses in the history of our
faith.” " Therefore, some well-known people of Catholic faith in Taiwan
are becoming increasingly important and valuable. Paul Cardinal Shan
(02.12.1923 - 22.08.2012) is an example, who used to say in his farewell
speeches: “The last call of God in my life is be a witness of my faith.”
This is a virtuous way of interiorizing faith par excellence, an open act
of living holy: “I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me.”'’. Cardinal
Shan’s testimony has become the best illustration of the dialogue between
the Church and society and the best way to draw non-Christians to know
Jesus Christ. Another example is the high recognition which the Ministry
of the Interior conferred to some late foreign missionaries like Rev. Fr.
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Istvan Jaschko S.J. (18.08.1911 - 17.03.2009), Rev. Fr. Franz Burkhardt
S.J. (08.12.1902 - 23.07.2002 ) and to some other religious Sisters as well
for their contributions to the people and society in Taiwan. This certainly
is an honor for our local Church and they are models of our faith."” As
a Chinese proverb says, “It is better to step back and weave a net to
catch fish rather than merely staring at the fish in a pond.” If the faithful
meditate more on the content of the Catholic faith, their faith will likewise
bear fruits. The third part of the “Guidelines for Celebrating the Year of
Faith” contains a wide range of topics for spiritual reflection of which
the purpose is to help the faithful discover areas for improvement in their
spiritual life.

Concrete actions:

e Participate in conferences, retreats and other activities during the
Year of Faith

e Examination of conscience; reflecting on issues of faith and moral
in a quiet atmosphere

3. Proclaiming the faith

“The Year of Faith is also a good opportunity to intensify the witness
of charity.”'® Faith and charity are correlative and complementary. They
complement each other; a genuine solid faith is shown in concrete acts of
love. Although the Church in Taiwan has numerous social works, cultural
organizations and educational institutions which are places to proclaim the
faith, during this year, aside from relying on these charitable ministries, let
the love of our Christian communities and our personal faith also blossom
and bear fruit in our concern for the local government and civil society
so that they may know our faith and Jesus Christ whom we serve, instead
of letting our love be reduced to a secular humanitarian service, like salt
without savor, ' having no effect in evangelization.

The ‘Guidelines for Celebrating the Year of Faith’ is meant to help
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the user to grow little by little in his/her faith, to acquire the habit of
reading the Sacred Scripture, to deepen the knowledge of the Creed, to
reflect often on his/her relationship with God and eventually to become
zealous for evangelization. Consequently, the last part of the ‘Guidelines
for Celebrating the Year of Faith’ is on proclaiming the faith. To brothers
and sisters who are reading this pastoral letter and using the ‘Guidelines
for Celebrating the Year of Faith’, the last part of the Guidelines provides
some simple but feasible means of evangelization of the non-Christians.

Concrete actions:

e Share with relatives and friends the significance of the Year of
Faith

e Promote interaction between the neighbors/neighborhood and the
parishes

V. From the bottom of our hearts we hope that during this grace-
filled and exceptional year, each faithful through the Sacrament of the
Holy Eucharist, summit of our faith, will encounter the risen and living
Lord Jesus Christ, and bear witness with words and deeds by following
the concrete directives suggested in the ‘Guidelines for Celebrating the
Year of Faith’ becoming a « door of faith » for Christ to enter into the
lives of others.

September 8, 2012, Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Bishops of the Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference
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Footnotes:

1.Jn 10:10.

2.Jn 10:9.

3. Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei, 6.

4. Cf. Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini, 2.

5. Cf. Benedict XVI, Licht der Welt (The Light of the World), p. xv.
6. Cf. Benedict XVI, Licht der Welt (The Light of the World), p. xvii.
7. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Note, 1.

8. Eph 4:5-6.

9. Cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Note, Introduction.
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. Gal 2:20.

. Cf. Ph 1:27-30.

. Benedict XVI, Porta Fidei, 14.

. Cf. Mt 5:13.
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Pre-recorded Homily of Paul Cardinal Shan
for his own funeral Mass

Introduction
Dear brothers in episcopacy and in priesthood, dear Sisters, dear
seminarians,

Dear guests, dear brothers and sisters in Christ:

Thank you for attending my funeral Mass. May God bless each one
of you!

Our forefathers said: “When a bird is about to die, its cry is full
of sorrow. When a man is about to die, his words can only be good and
truthful.” And now, I can hear the footsteps of my sister death, seeing
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her waving at me. Now that she has not yet asked me to go with hand in
hand, I am willing to share from the bottom of my heart with each one of
you some last experiences and thoughts on my life.

Life is like a drama

Bedridden, I looked back at my whole life. It is really like watching
television series, episode after episode: my family life when I was still
young, my parish life, elementary and high school times, studies in
philosophy at the major seminary, the different stages of formation after
joining the Society of Jesus, the different offices I served after formation,
the pastoral evangelization and administrative work after Episcopal
ordination in the dioceses of Hualien and Kaohsiung, at the Chinese
Regional Bishops’ Conference, Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences,
and various duties at several dicasteries of the Holy See, I still clearly
remember them, as if all this had happened just yesterday.

I have played many different roles in my life. I have been a
subordinate as well as a leader. I have been a humble nobody as well as
a celebrity who can make major decisions. In all the roles I performed,
there was success as well as failure; joys as well as sorrows; glory as
well as humiliation; good times as well as adversities, poverty as well
as richness. Everything eventually passed. From a life with rich and
diverse experiences, I have the following insight:

1) As the Bible says, knowledge, honors, glory, wealth, power, rank,
everything in this world is “vanity of vanities. All is vanity!” (Eccl. 1:2).
It is like smoke that vanishes so quickly. If man abandons God, he will be
occupied in pursuing things that are “vanity of vanities”. It is really like
a madman fluttering the winds and catching the shadow, a waste of effort.
At the end, it is only an empty dream! I was naked when I was born in
this world. Now lying in a coffin, departing with two empty hands! What
I can bring with me, are only the merits and demerits in my life!
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2) When one’s career is crowned with success, sometimes
it is inevitable to have temptations and think one is important and
indispensable. Do we not know that life is like a fallen leaf afloat in the
course of history for a short while? Indeed, “a passing boat leaves no
trace upon the waters”, it soon disappears without a trace. Life is also like
aripple on “the Yangtze River going east.” Now I deeply experience how
fragile and lowly man is!

3) The true value of life is not determined by the role one plays,
but by how well one plays it, whether or not one has fully satisfied
the director, God our Lord, and met the standard for an actor and the
requirements of the entire plot.

Greatest treasure in life

Humanity is fragile, life in this world is too short, the pursuit of
worldly things is “vanity of vanities”, but the desire for eternal life
remains. This aspiration makes man different from birds and beasts.
Originally, man was made according to the image of God. When he
was created, he received the breath of life from God (cf. Gn. 1:26-28;
2:7). After man’s fall into sin, this longing for the breath of eternal life,
although weakened, will cry from time to time from the depths of the
human soul, as St. Augustine said: “O Lord, my soul was created for you;
it is restless until it rests in you.” God is my most valuable treasure in
life, my everything, my beginning and my end.

Although man distorted the image of God in him by disobeying
God, the merciful Father did not want man’s perdition. He sent his only
Son, who took flesh and became man and our brother. He is the bridge
between God and man, and offered His Body and Blood as sacrifice for
the salvation of mankind. St. John proclaims: “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)
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The Incarnation, God becoming man through Jesus Christ, is the
treasure of my life. Through the Sacrament of Baptism, God made me
born again and become an adopted son of Him and his brother. Through
his Spirit I dare call God ‘Abba! Father!” (cf. Gal. 4:6). He instituted
the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist intimately uniting me with Him
and to his life through his Body and Blood. Through the Sacrament of
Confirmation, he gave me the Holy Spirit the Paraclet and become my
guide. On the cross Christ allowed man to pierce his side with a spear and
opened his Sacred Heart. This has become the source of my inexhaustible
fountain of grace and riches.

The only right choice I made in life was to answer the call of Jesus
Christ, gave my life for him, followed him, sacrificed my life for him,
and shared with him the joys and sorrows in life. For this reason, during
my priestly ordination, I chose as my motto: “Bear your share of hardship
along with me like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 2:3) and during
my Episcopal ordination I chose: “sum up all things in Christ” (Eph 1:10).
I hope that this will be engraved in bold letters on my tombstone: “Born
in Christ. Lived in Christ. Died in Christ. Forever belonging to Christ”.

Although I also have some fear of death, whenever I think that
death will bring me closely united with Jesus Christ, it brings me peace,
consolation and joy. Sometimes the sin and shortcomings in my lifetime
make me feel anxious but “I know him whom I have believed” (2 Tim
1:12). He is an infinitely merciful God, and “God is Love” (1 Jn 4:7, 16).
“God is greater than our hearts” (1 Jn 3:20). For this reason, I can go
peacefully to see God face to face, the treasure I have been seeking in my
whole life, the source and destiny of eternal life.

Final Exhortation

My life “I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept
the faith.” (2 Tm 4:7). In my life in terms of spiritual battle and race,
there were victories, failures and falls. But through God’s gift of faith
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and grace, I got up each time, and strode towards the goal. In this last
talk with you, I would like to share the imperfections in my duties and
missions. I hope you can do better, to make up for my shortcoming and
inadequacy.

1) Now I would like to say a few words to my brother bishops:

Thank you for your fraternity, advice, sharing, cooperation and
patience to me in the Bishops’ Conference over the years. Please forgive
me for all my failings, especially my strong-handed approach. The
bishop’s primary task is to give proper care to the flock and to the fellow
shepherds God has entrusted to him. However, I often felt ashamed
towards my brother bishops and faithful because I spent far too much
time and energy in administration, fundraising, and in the offices I held
at the Holy See, Federation of Bishops’ Conferences in Asia, Chinese
Regional Bishops’ Conference etc. I hope my brother bishops can spend
more effort and time to tend to the physical and spiritual well-being of our
brother priests, especially in the promotion of vocations and formation of
the seminarians.

2) To my brother priests:

Thank you for your care and cooperation. Please forgive me for not
taking enough good care of you. I hope you all will be filled with the love
of Christ. Let “the love of Christ impel us” (2 Cor. 5:14), to strive to lead
the faithful to engage in evangelization and in pastoral work. Do not treat
priesthood like any profession, but a mission God has specially entrusted.
To carry out this sacred mission, a good pastor must lead, love and take
care of his parishioners. Do not treat parishioners like children, but see
them as your own brothers, sisters, friends, and partners. Consult and
make decisions with the parishioners in small and big matters concerning
the parish. Encourage parishioners to spontaneously spread the Good
News in their own way, care about and participate in the parish matters
and support the needs of the community.
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3) To brothers and sisters of religious orders:

Thank you for your support and cooperation in pastoral and
missionary work. Please forgive me for my omissions and my poor
examples. I am also a religious priest. When there is a conflict or tension
between a religious priest and a bishop, although I strive to remain
neutral, when the reason is not clear, I would rather show respect to the
Hierarchy. In pastoral and evangelization work, religious communities
should be working as collaborators. They should be in communion and in
collaboration with the local bishop, obeying his mandate. Of course, the
bishop should also respect the special charism of each religious order.

4) Lastly, I would like to say a few words to the brothers and sisters
in the laity:

Thank you for your concern for me, your communion and
collaboration with me, your generous and open-handed support in
various aspects of pastoral and evangelization work. Please forgive my
failings and my poor example. Although I highly value the principle
of evangelization of Apostle St. Paul, who says to the gentiles: “I have
become all things to all” (1 Cor 9 22), due to the circumstances and my
duties, I was not able to learn the languages of the various ethnic groups.
This is my greatest regret and suffering. However, all brothers and sisters
in the ethnic groups did not treat me as an outsider, but accepted me,
borne with me and supported me.

Now I would like to exhort you, brothers and sisters, to respect
the priests in charge of you, strive to be in communion and to work
with them. Do not criticize harshly, but give positive and constructive
recommendations. In your daily duties, try your best to take initiative
using your proper means to evangelize. Throughout my life, the intention
of my prayer and the goal to achieve is “that God may open a door to us
for the word” (Col 4:3), so that all of you will become messengers of the
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Good News, be able to lead a few people to accept the Word of God, get
baptized and become Catholics.

Conclusion

Merciful Father, I thank you for the numerous blessings you poured
on me during my lifetime, and I also thank you particularly for giving
me your only begotten Son to be my Savior. Now, I offer the pain and
the agony of my death to you alongside with the suffering and death of
Christ on the Cross, for the reparation of the sins and the faults throughout
my whole life, in communion and unity with the local Church and the
Universal Church, for the peaceful cross-strait unification.

I am wretched and lowly, in virtue of the infinite merit of your Holy
Son, I am sure that you will accept me. Relying on you with a pure heart
like a child, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, I cry aloud: “Abba, Father!”
(Gal. 4:6), “into your hands I commit my spirit” (Lk. 23:46).

Dear brothers and sisters: do not grieve for my death, but pray for
me. We believe in the Savior Jesus Christ, and also believe that if we die
and live with Him, we will rise with Him on the last day. Soon we will
meet in heaven!

Finally, I pray to the Blessed Mary ever virgin, St. Michael, guardian
angels and all the angels, St. Joseph, Sts. Peter and Paul, all the saints of
China and all the heavenly saints to sing with me: “Let my prayer come
before you!” “Misericordias Domini in aeternum cantabo!” (Ps 88:2)

F A%

August 5, 2006 at the National Taiwan University Hospital, Ward A14-3

Amen.
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Homily by Monsignor Paul Russell
Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Holy See
at the Holy Mass of Thanksgiving on the occasion of the

Seventieth Anniversary of the Establishment of
Diplomatic Relations between the Holy See and the
Republic of China

Immaculate Conception Cathedral
Taipei, Saturday 20 October 2012

Dear Archbishop Hung and Bishops,

Dear Fathers, Sisters, brothers and sisters in Christ,
Esteemed Government Authorities,

Dear Colleagues Members of the Diplomatic Corps

and Foreign Representatives,

Peace be with you!

We have gathered here this morning to celebrate the Eucharist.
Eucharist means “thanksgiving”. Today we join together in thanking God
for the 70 years of diplomatic relations — or 70 years of official friendship
— between the Holy See and the Republic of China, as well as the 90th
Anniversary of the arrival of the first Apostolic Delegate in China,
Archbishop Celso Costantini. And today’s Holy Mass also gives us an
opportunity to meditate on the Beatitudes. So I will say a word about the
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anniversary and some words about the Beatitudes. As we will see, the
anniversary and what Jesus teaches us in today’s gospel are not realities
inherently opposed.

On 23 October 1942, the Holy See’s daily newspaper L Osservatore
Romano published a note stating the following: “The Government of
Chung King (wartime capital of the Republic of China), after having
expressed several times in the past its intention to establish diplomatic
relations with the Holy See, has now formalized its request. The Holy See,
whose Government had already declared its willingness to give favorable
consideration to this intention, has accepted this request and has shown
its approval to the nomination of Dr. Hsieh Shou-kang, Chargé d’Affaires
of China in Switzerland, as Extraordinary Envoy and Plenipotentiary
Minister.” For its part, the Holy See named Archbishop Antonio Riberi as
Apostolic Inter-Nuncio.

Our diplomatic relations were established and have been maintained
on account of the will and desire and sovereign decision of the various
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Presidents of the Republic of China and the various popes who have held
office throughout these past 70 years. On a daily basis, they have been
developed and deepened on account of the hard work and dedication of
the various Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China (and
their coworkers in the Ministry) and their respective counterparts in the
Holy See. Here I would like to recall especially the various ambassadors
of the Republic of China to the Holy See and their coworkers, as well
as the various Apostolic Nuncios and Chargé d’Affaires of the Holy See
to the Republic of China and their coworkers. I think especially of those
still living: my very capable counterpart Ambassador Wang, and his two
immediate predecessors Ambassador Tai and Ambassador Tou, who are
here with us this morning, as well as my esteemed predecessors Cardinal
Edward Cassidy (retired in Australia), Archbishop Thomas White (retired
in Ireland), Archbishop Paolo Giglio (retired in Malta), Archbishop
Adriano Bernardini (Apostolic Nuncio in Italy), Archbishop Juliusz Janusz
(Apostolic Nuncio in Slovenia), Archbishop Joseph Cennoth (Apostolic
Nuncio in Japan), Archbishop Adolfo Yllana (Apostolic Nuncio in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo), Archbishop James Green (Apostolic
Nuncio in Peru) and Archbishop Ambrose Madtha (Apostolic Nuncio
in the Ivory Coast). I have regular contact with my predecessors, and
some have sent a message of special greetings and congratulations for
this occasion. At some point or another, nearly each one of them has told
me how much he truly enjoyed his time in Taiwan and how sorry he was
when the notification of his transfer arrived.

Considering the human life span, 70 years is a relatively long time.
During this time, there have been positive and negative occurrences in the
diplomatic relationship between the Holy See and the Republic of China
and there have been and perhaps there still remain certain challenges —
although in my own humble opinion whatever challenges exist are not
inherent in the fundamental nature of either the Republic of China or of
the Holy See, but rather are derived from external forces. In fact, the
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Republic of China and the Holy See, as has been mentioned before
on numerous occasions, both share a deep respect for human rights
and the dignity of the human person (especially religious freedom),
a commitment to work for peace and stability in the world, support
for the rule of law within and among nations, and a concern for those
people around the world can use a helping hand in times of need.
I also think that we share some similar experiences of being small
among the world’s powerful countries. Perhaps it is possible for us to
learn some things from each other.

With regard particularly to this last point, I want now to focus
attention on today’s Gospel passage, the Beatitudes, which is a
program for each individual Christian, for the members of the church
in their mutual relations, for the church in her relations with secular
authorities, and for the Holy See in its relations with the 179 countries
with which it maintains diplomatic relations, including the Republic of
China. The Beatitudes would also be a good program for all nations
in their relations with each other, as well as for each human being —
Christian or not — in his or her personal life.

My reflections will be based on a passage in Pope Benedict
XVI’s book Jesus of Nazareth from the Baptism in the Jordan to the
Transfiguration.'

The Beatitudes are “words of promise”. “At the same time,
though, they are criteria for the discernment of spirits and so they
prove to be directions for finding the right path.”> Jesus’ disciples

1 J. Ratzinger - Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth from the
Baptism in the Jordan to the Transfiguration (New York 2007), pp.
70-99.

2 Ibid., 71.
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“are poor, hungry, weeping men; they are hated and persecuted.””
However, the situation of the disciples engenders a promise in the light
of God. In the Beatitudes, Jesus teaches us that situations we normally
think will make us happy do, in fact, not make us happy; and situations
we usually think will make us sad do, in fact, lead us to true happiness.
“The standards of the world are turned upside down as soon as things are
seen in the right perspective, which is to say, in terms of God's values,
so different from those of the world. It is precisely those who are poor in
worldly terms, those thought of as lost souls, who are the truly fortunate
ones, the blessed, who have every reason to rejoice and exult in the midst
of their sufferings. The Beatitudes are promises resplendent with the new
image of the world and of man inaugurated by Jesus...”* We should not
understand the happiness to which Jesus refers as merely a future reality,
but as something already present here and now. “Jesus brings joy into the

5 . . . 6
> The Beatitudes are “a consolation and a promise.”

midst of affliction.
Although we share in the suffering of Jesus, yet we also share even now
in the beauty of his resurrection, and this brings us “a joy, a ‘blessedness,’
greater than the happiness [we] could formerly have experienced on
257

worldly paths.

“The Beatitudes express the meaning of discipleship. [...] What
the Beatitudes mean cannot be expressed in purely theoretical terms; it
is proclaimed in the life and suffering, and in the mysterious joy, of the
disciple who gives himself over completely to following the Lord. This
leads to...the Christological character of the Beatitudes. The disciple is

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid, 71-72.
5 Ibid., 72.

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid., 73.
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bound to the mystery of Christ. His life is immersed in communion with
Christ... The Beatitudes are the transposition of Cross and Resurrection
into discipleship. But they apply to the disciple because they were first
paradigmatically lived by Christ himself.”*

When we examine attentively the text of today's gospel, we realize
“that the Beatitudes present a sort of veiled interior biography of Jesus.””
Jesus is the one who is truly poor and truly meek. Jesus is the one “who
is pure of heart and so unceasingly beholds God. He is the peacemaker,
he is the one who suffers for God's sake. The Beatitudes display the
mystery of Christ himself and they call us into communion with him.
...The Beatitudes are also a roadmap for the Church, which recognizes
in them the model of what she herself should be. They are directions
for discipleship, directions that concern every individual, even though
— according to the variety of callings — they do so differently for each

person.”"

“But now the fundamental question arises: Is the direction the Lord
shows us in the Beatitudes... actually the right one? Is it really such a bad
thing to be rich, to eat one's fill, to laugh, to be praised?”"

“[Friedrich] Nietzsche sees the vision of the Sermon on the Mount
as a religion of resentment, as the envy of the cowardly and incompetent,
who are unequal to life's demands and try to avenge themselves by
blessing their failure and cursing the strong, the successful, and the
happy.””> “Much of this has found its way into the modern mindset

8 Ibid., 73-74.
9 Ibid., 74.

10 Ibid.

11 Ibid., 97.

12  Ibid.
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and to a large extent shapes how our contemporaries feel about life.
Thus, the Sermon on the Mount poses the question of the fundamental
Christian option, and, as children of our time, we feel an inner resistance
to it — even though we are still touched by Jesus’ praise of the meek, the
merciful, the peacemakers, the pure. Knowing now from experience
how brutally totalitarian regimes have trampled upon human beings and
despised, enslaved, and struck down the weak, we have also gained a new
appreciation of those who hunger and thirst for righteousness; we have
rediscovered the soul of those who mourn and their right to be comforted.
As we witness the abuse of economic power, as we witness the cruelties
of a capitalism that degrades man to the level of merchandise, we have
also realized the perils of wealth, and we have gained a new appreciation
of what Jesus meant when he warned of riches...”"” The Beatitudes
seem opposed to our hunger and thirst for life. They ask us to “inwardly
turn around and go in the opposite direction from the one we would
spontaneously like to go in. But this U-turn brings what is pure and noble

to the fore and gives a proper ordering to our lives.”"

“Behind the Sermon on the Mount stands the figure of Christ, the
man who is God, but who, precisely because he is God, descends, empties
himself, all the way to death on the Cross.”"> The true path to happiness
is the path of self-giving love. As I suggested at the beginning of these
remarks, this is true for each one of us as individuals; it is true for the
Church’s relations with society; it is true for the Holy See’s relations with
countries; and it is true in its relations with the Republic of China (Taiwan),
whose 70th Anniversary we celebrate today. Only by putting into practice
Jesus’ teaching in Beatitudes do we discover true happiness, authentic
wealth and peace, and achieve real greatness.

13 Ibid., 97-98.
14 Ibid., 98.
15 Ibid., 99.
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MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
REPUBLIC OF CHINA
(TAIWAN)

Remarks Given at the Holy Mass Commemorating
the 70" Anniversary of the Establishment of
Diplomatic Relations between

the Republic of China (Taiwan) and the Holy See

Vanessa Y. P. Shih
Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republic of China (Taiwan)
October 20, 2012

Archbishop Hung, Archbishop Liu, Monsignor Russell, Vice Minister
of the Interior Lin, Legislator Yang Yu Xin, Legislator Li Tong Hao,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: Good morning!

I am deeply honored to be here on behalf of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of China (Taiwan) at this Holy Mass
commemorating the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the ROC and the Holy See. This is a historic moment
and solemn celebration that bears witness to the strong friendship between
our two countries.

Bilateral relations between the ROC government and the Holy See
date back to 1942, when Dr. Hsieh Shou-kang (#2 %), our Charge
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D’affaires to Switzerland, was appointed the ROC’s first minister to the
Holy See. In the 70 years since, the world has experienced such turmoil
as the Second World War, the waning years of the Great Economic
Depression, then the Cold War; and more recently, the global financial
meltdown and the European debt crisis. However, through it all, the
relationship between the ROC and the Holy See has remained firm,
based on our shared commitment to world peace and the wellbeing of
humankind.

Members of the clergy of the Catholic Church in Taiwan have
followed the spirit of the Pope by showing love, generosity and the
spirit of sacrifice as they work for this land. For over six decades, the
Catholic Church has taken root and matured in Taiwan. It has built
schools and hospitals, and established social welfare organizations for
the disabled, the poor and the disadvantaged, contributing immensely to
the education, healthcare and social welfare of the people of Taiwan. The
Catholic Church has been a major stabilizing force for Taiwan’s economic
development, social stability and openness.

Diplomatic relations between the ROC and the Holy See continue
to grow steadily with many high-level visits between us. In response to
the papal call to care for and provide aid to victims of war and natural
disasters, our government has played an active role in humanitarian and
charitable activities as a loyal partner of the Holy See. The ROC will
continue working to foster peace and provide humanitarian assistance.
We will increase exchanges with the Holy See and closely engage in
international humanitarian relief efforts to make greater contributions to
the peace and wellbeing of humankind.

Let me again welcome all our guests here jointly to bear witness to
this historic occasion during the 70 years of diplomatic relations between
the Republic of China and the Holy See. May you all be blessed with
good health and success in your endeavors. Thank you.
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