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Pope Benedict XVI's
2012 Christmas Eve Homily

"\\Vhat would happen if Mary and Joseph were to knock at my door

VATICAN CITY,
December 24, 2012

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

Again and again the beauty of this Gospel touches our hearts: a
beauty that is the splendour of truth. Again and again it astonishes us that
God makes himself a child so that we may love him, so that we may dare
to love him, and as a child trustingly lets himself be taken into our arms.
It is as if God were saying: I know that my glory frightens you, and that
you are trying to assert yourself in the face of my grandeur. So now I am
coming to you as a child, so that you can accept me and love me.

I am also repeatedly struck by the Gospel writer’s almost casual
remark that there was no room for them at the inn. Inevitably the question
arises, what would happen if Mary and Joseph were to knock at my
door. Would there be room for them? And then it occurs to us that Saint
John takes up this seemingly chance comment about the lack of room
at the inn, which drove the Holy Family into the stable; he explores it
more deeply and arrives at the heart of the matter when he writes: “he
came to his own home, and his own people received him not” (Jn 1:11).
The great moral question of our attitude towards the homeless, towards
refugees and migrants, takes on a deeper dimension: do we really have
room for God when he seeks to enter under our roof? Do we have time
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and space for him? Do we not actually turn away God himself? We begin
to do so when we have no time for him. The faster we can move, the
more efficient our time-saving appliances become, the less time we have.
And God? The question of God never seems urgent. Our time is already
completely full. But matters go deeper still. Does God actually have a
place in our thinking? Our process of thinking is structured in such a way
that he simply ought not to exist. Even if he seems to knock at the door
of our thinking, he has to be explained away. If thinking is to be taken
seriously, it must be structured in such a way that the “God hypothesis”
becomes superfluous. There is no room for him. Not even in our feelings
and desires is there any room for him. We want ourselves. We want what
we can seize hold of, we want happiness that is within our reach, we want
our plans and purposes to succeed. We are so “full” of ourselves that there
is no room left for God. And that means there is no room for others either,
for children, for the poor, for the stranger. By reflecting on that one simple
saying about the lack of room at the inn, we have come to see how much
we need to listen to Saint Paul’s exhortation: “Be transformed by the
renewal of your mind” (Rom 12:2). Paul speaks of renewal, the opening
up of our intellect (nous), of the whole way we view the world and
ourselves. The conversion that we need must truly reach into the depths
of our relationship with reality. Let us ask the Lord that we may become
vigilant for his presence, that we may hear how softly yet insistently he
knocks at the door of our being and willing. Let us ask that we may make
room for him within ourselves, that we may recognize him also in those
through whom he speaks to us: children, the suffering, the abandoned,
those who are excluded and the poor of this world.

There is another verse from the Christmas story on which I should
like to reflect with you — the angels’ hymn of praise, which they sing out
following the announcement of the new-born Saviour: “Glory to God in
the highest and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased.” God
is glorious. God is pure light, the radiance of truth and love. He is good.
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He is true goodness, goodness par excellence. The angels surrounding him
begin by simply proclaiming the joy of seeing God’s glory. Their song
radiates the joy that fills them. In their words, it is as if we were hearing
the sounds of heaven. There is no question of attempting to understand the
meaning of it all, but simply the overflowing happiness of seeing the pure
splendour of God’s truth and love. We want to let this joy reach out and
touch us: truth exists, pure goodness exists, pure light exists. God is good,
and he is the supreme power above all powers. All this should simply
make us joyful tonight, together with the angels and the shepherds.

Linked to God’s glory on high is peace on earth among men.
Where God is not glorified, where he is forgotten or even denied, there
is no peace either. Nowadays, though, widespread currents of thought
assert the exact opposite: they say that religions, especially monotheism,
are the cause of the violence and the wars in the world. If there is to be
peace, humanity must first be liberated from them. Monotheism, belief
in one God, is said to be arrogance, a cause of intolerance, because by its
nature, with its claim to possess the sole truth, it seeks to impose itself
on everyone. Now it is true that in the course of history, monotheism has
served as a pretext for intolerance and violence. It is true that religion can
become corrupted and hence opposed to its deepest essence, when people
think they have to take God’s cause into their own hands, making God
into their private property. We must be on the lookout for these distortions
of the sacred. While there is no denying a certain misuse of religion in
history, yet it is not true that denial of God would lead to peace. If God’s
light is extinguished, man’s divine dignity is also extinguished. Then the
human creature would cease to be God’s image, to which we must pay
honour in every person, in the weak, in the stranger, in the poor. Then we
would no longer all be brothers and sisters, children of the one Father, who
belong to one another on account of that one Father. The kind of arrogant
violence that then arises, the way man then despises and tramples upon
man: we saw this in all its cruelty in the last century. Only if God’s light
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shines over man and within him, only if every single person is desired,
known and loved by God is his dignity inviolable, however wretched his
situation may be. On this Holy Night, God himself became man; as Isaiah
prophesied, the child born here is “Emmanuel”, God with us (Is 7:14).
And down the centuries, while there has been misuse of religion, it is also
true that forces of reconciliation and goodness have constantly sprung
up from faith in the God who became man. Into the darkness of sin and
violence, this faith has shone a bright ray of peace and goodness, which
continues to shine.

So Christ is our peace, and he proclaimed peace to those far away
and to those near at hand (cf. Eph 2:14, 17). How could we now do other
than pray to him: Yes, Lord, proclaim peace today to us too, whether we
are far away or near at hand. Grant also to us today that swords may be
turned into ploughshares (Is 2:4), that instead of weapons for warfare,
practical aid may be given to the suffering. Enlighten those who think
they have to practise violence in your name, so that they may see the
senselessness of violence and learn to recognize your true face. Help us to
become people “with whom you are pleased” — people according to your
image and thus people of peace.

Once the angels departed, the shepherds said to one another: Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened for us (cf. Lk
2:15). The shepherds went with haste to Bethlehem, the Evangelist tells
us (cf. 2:16). A holy curiosity impelled them to see this child in a manger,
who the angel had said was the Saviour, Christ the Lord. The great joy of
which the angel spoke had touched their hearts and given them wings.

Let us go over to Bethlehem, says the Church’s liturgy to us today.
Trans-eamus is what the Latin Bible says: let us go “across”, daring to
step beyond, to make the “transition” by which we step outside our habits
of thought and habits of life, across the purely material world into the real
one, across to the God who in his turn has come across to us. Let us ask
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the Lord to grant that we may overcome our limits, our world, to help us
to encounter him, especially at the moment when he places himself into
our hands and into our heart in the Holy Eucharist.

Let us go over to Bethlehem: as we say these words to one another,
along with the shepherds, we should not only think of the great “crossing
over” to the living God, but also of the actual town of Bethlehem and all
those places where the Lord lived, ministered and suffered. Let us pray at
this time for the people who live and suffer there today. Let us pray that
there may be peace in that land. Let us pray that Israelis and Palestinians
may be able to live their lives in the peace of the one God and in freedom.
Let us also pray for the countries of the region, for Lebanon, Syria, Iraq
and their neighbours: that there may be peace there, that Christians in
those lands where our faith was born may be able to continue living there,
that Christians and Muslims may build up their countries side by side in
God’s peace.

The shepherds made haste. Holy curiosity and holy joy impelled
them. In our case, it is probably not very often that we make haste for the
things of God. God does not feature among the things that require haste.
The things of God can wait, we think and we say. And yet he is the most
important thing, ultimately the one truly important thing. Why should we
not also be moved by curiosity to see more closely and to know what God
has said to us? At this hour, let us ask him to touch our hearts with the
holy curiosity and the holy joy of the shepherds, and thus let us go over
joyfully to Bethlehem, to the Lord who today once more comes to meet
us. Amen.
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ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI

TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE WORLD CONGRESS

OF THE APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA

Clementine Hall

Friday, 23 November 2012
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Venerable Brothers,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I welcome you with joy, at the end of your work in the 23rd
World Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea. I cordially greet Cardinal
Antonio Maria Veglio, President of the Pontifical Council for Migrants
and Itinerant People, grateful for his courteous words, as well as the
collaborators of that Dicastery and those working in this specific area.
These have been intense days for you, delving into important themes,
such as proclaiming the Gospel to a growing number of seafarers who
belong to Eastern Churches, helping Christians and non-Christians alike,
seeking to make ecumenical and interreligious collaboration ever more
solid. Confronted with the hardships faced by workers in the maritime
industries, such as fishermen — and their families — there is a growing
need to face these problems with “an integral vision of man, reflecting
the different aspects of the human person, contemplated through a lens
purified by charity” (Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, n. 32).

These are only a few of the many points which the Apostleship
of the Sea has at heart and which were discussed at your Congress and,
especially, are well attested by the long history of this worthy initiative.
In fact, already in 1922, Pope Pius XI approved its Constitutions and
its Rule, encouraging the first chaplains and volunteers in their mission
to “expand the maritime ministry”; and, 75 years later, Blessed Pope
John Paul II confirmed this mission in his Motu Proprio Stella Maris. In
continuity with this precious tradition, you find yourselves reflecting on
the new evangelization in the maritime world, in the same hall as that
in which the 13th Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops was held
in October, to find “the new methods and means for transmitting the
Good News to people in our world today with a renewed enthusiasm”
(Lineamenta, Introduction). In this way you have answered the appeal,
that I addressed to all in proclaiming the Year of Faith, to give a renewed
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impetus to the mission of the Church “so as to help all believers in Christ
to acquire a more conscious and vigorous adherence to the Gospel” (Motu
Proprio Porta Fidei, n. 8).

Since the dawn of Christianity, the maritime world has been an
effective vehicle for evangelization. The Apostles and disciples of Jesus
were able to go all over the world, preaching the Gospel to the whole
creation (cf. Mk 16:15) thanks to sea voyages; we need think only of St
Paul’s journeys. This is how they began their journey to spread the Word
of God “to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Today too the Church sails
the seas to bring the Gospel to all the nations and the network of your
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presence in all the ports of call around the world, your daily visits to ships
in port and your brotherly welcome to crews during their layovers — are
a visible sign of your affectionate attention to those who cannot receive
ordinary pastoral care.

This world of the sea, with the continuous migration of people
today, must take into account the complex effects of globalization and,
unfortunately, must come to grips with situations of injustice, especially
when the freedom of a ship’s crew to go ashore is restricted, when they
are abandoned altogether along with the vessels on which they work,
when they risk piracy at sea and the damage of illegal fishing (cf. Angelus,
18 January 2009). The vulnerability of seafarers, fishermen and sailors
calls for an even more attentive solicitude on the Church’s part and should
stimulate the motherly care that, through you, she expresses to all those
whom you meet in ports and on ships or whom you help on board during
those long months at sea.

A special thought goes to those working in the vast fishing sector and
to their families. Indeed, they more than others must face the difficulties
of the present time and live the uncertainty of the future, marked by
the negative effects of climate change and the excessive exploitation
of resources. To you fishermen, who seek decent and safe working
conditions, safeguarding the dignity of your families, the protection of
the environment and the defence of every person’s dignity, I would like to
ensure the Church’s closeness. In this context the lay apostolate is already
particularly active and has many permanent deacons and volunteers in the
“Stella Maris” Centres. Yet, among mariners themselves there is above
all a growing concern to support other seafarers, encouraging them to
rediscover and intensify their relationship with God during long ocean
voyages, and helping them with the spirit of charity in times of danger.

To use a metaphor well known to you, I urge you to take up the
treasure of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, which is like “a
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compass that permits the Barque of the Church to put out into the deep in
the midst of storms or on calm and peaceful waves, to sail safely and to
reach her destination” (General Audience, 10 October 2012). In particular,
recalling the decree Ad Gentes on the Church’s Missionary Activity, I
wish today to renew the ecclesial mandate that places you, in communion
with your local Churches, in the front line in the evangelization of so
many men and women from different nations who pass through your
ports. Be apostles faithful to the mission of proclaiming the Gospel, show
the loving face of the Church which also welcomes and makes herself
close to this portion of the People of God; respond without hesitation to
maritime people who wait for you on board to appease the deep longing
of their soul and make them feel active members of the community. I hope
that each one of you may rediscover every day the beauty of faith, in order
always to bear a consistent witness to it. May the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Stella Maris and Stella Matutina, never cease to illuminate your work so
that seafarers may know the Gospel and encounter the Lord Jesus who is
the Way, the Truth and the Light. I impart my heartfelt Apostolic Blessing
to each one of you, to your colleagues and to your loved ones.
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XXIIT WorLD CONGRESS
OF THE APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA

(Vatican City, 19"-23" November 2012)

New Evangelization in the maritime world

(New ways and means to proclaim the Good News)

Final Document

The Apostleship of the Sea (AOS) celebrated in the Synod Hall of
the Vatican City its XXIII World Congress from November 19-23, 2012,
ninety years since Pope Pius XI approved its First Constitution and gave it
his blessing.

Gathered in Christ’s name as AOS family, experiencing our social,
cultural and national differences, we have witnessed the largest World
Congress ever organised with the participation of more than 400 delegates
from 70 countries.

This Congress took place at the beginning of the Year of Faith
and just after the Synod for the New Evangelisation, a movement of the
Church to bring anew the good news to all human beings.

During the Congress the speakers and our discussions have chal-
lenged us to find creative responses to recurrent problems and we have
been inspired by the encounter with Pope Benedict XVI who renewed our
mandate:
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“I wish today to renew the ecclesial mandate that places you, in
communion with your local Churches, in the front line in the evangeliza-
tion of so many men and women from different nations who pass through
your ports. Be apostles faithful to the mission of proclaiming the Gospel,
show the loving face of the Church which also welcomes and makes her-
self close to this portion of the People of God; respond without hesitation
to maritime people who wait for you on board to appease the deep longing
of their soul and make them feel active members of the community”.

With hearts reconfirmed and having lived this time of fraternal com-
munion we return to our ports around the world to continue our ministry
of service.

We ask for the grace of God to help us to:

* Be instruments of the New Evangelization in the maritime world
through a journey of personal conversion and formation of the heart,
guided by the Social Doctrine of the Church utilising all means and ways
of communication, including social media.

* Be effective advocates for the people of the sea in political and
legislative forums at international and national levels as we cooperate
with social partners to ensure the proper implementation of MLC 2006
and the ratification of ILO 188, without delay.

* Strengthen solidarity between AOS of different nations, sharing
resources, best practices and developing expertises in various sectors of
the maritime industry, more particularly on fishing.

* Support and sustain the families of seafarers and fishers especially
the ones experiencing hardships because of criminalization, abandonment
or kidnapping of the their loved ones.

* Develop formation courses to prepare qualified chaplains and
volunteers for the ministry and empower seafarers to become apostles of
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evangelization.

* Prepare the centenary celebration of AOS in October 2020,
through a programme of individual and collective renewal.

* Deepen our witness to Christ through effective ecumenical
collaboration in the midst of the challenges we face and fostering dialogue
in charity with people of all backgrounds, cultures and religions.

* Develop a ministry of presence at all levels in the maritime
industry to increase awareness on the importance of seafarers’ welfare.

We put our trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of the Sea, to
accompany us in this sailing.
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Renewed Evangelizers for New Evangelization in Asia
Message of X FABC Plenary Assembly

“We declare to you what we have seen and heard” (1 John 1:3).

We, the Bishops representing member-Episcopal Conferences and
Associate Members of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences
gathered in Xuan Loc and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, from 10 to 16
December 2012, for the Tenth Plenary Assembly of the Federation of the
Asian Bishops’ Conferences. With us were: the Holy Father’s Special
Envoy, Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales; the Secretary of the Congregation for
the Evangelization of Peoples, Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai SDB; the
non-resident Pontifical representative to Vietnam, Archbishop Leopoldo
Girelli; fraternal delegates of the continental Federations of Episcopal
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Conferences of Oceania, Latin America and Europe; representatives of a
few funding and donor partners; the Bishops and Secretaries of the FABC
Offices; and invited guests. There were a total of 111 participants (7
Cardinals, 69 Bishops, 35 priests, religious and laity).

We thank the Lord for the historic approval of the Statutes of the
FABC 40 years ago. What extraordinary blessing it is for us that four
important events converge with the FABC ruby anniversary: the Year of
Faith, the 50" anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council,
the 20" anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, and the just concluded XIII Ordinary General Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops on the New Evangelization for the Transmission of the
Christian Faith.

All these events awaken us to our deepest identity — we are a

community of faith called by the Lord to a mission of evangelization in
the world. We thank the Lord for blessing the FABC in its ongoing work
of renewing the mission of love and service in Asia.
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We are deeply grateful for the exceedingly warm welcome and
hospitality extended to us by the Church in Vietnam, particularly in Xuan
Loc and Ho Chi Minh City. We thank the Government of Vietnam for its
openness to, and support for, our gathering in this country blessed with
rich cultures and traditions. We wish God’s special blessings upon the
Church in Vietnam and all the people of Vietnam.

We also express our communion and solidarity with, and
encouragement for, the Catholic Church in China. We missed the presence
of its representatives in our Assembly and we dearly hope that one day
we would have a wider fellowship with their active participation in the
FABC. We are united with them in prayer that the peace, joy and hope that
Christ came to bring may reach all in that great country.

We convey our deep gratitude to all the Laity, men and women
in Consecrated Life, Priests and Bishops who carry out the mission of
evangelization in the most difficult situations even at the risk of their
lives. Their courage for the Lord’s Gospel and their dedication greatly
edify and inspire us.

This has been truly a Week of Faith. Our faith in the Lord has
been stirred into flame by the deep and lively faith of the people in the
Church in Vietnam and by the story of their martyrs. Through the supreme
witnessing of martyrs, the power of faith and hope shines forth.

In the light of the Word, our Plenary Assembly discerned the paths
of mission to which the Spirit of God is beckoning us. Guided by the
Spirit we read the signs of the times, the social mega-trends in Asia and
our own ecclesial realities, and analyzed the unfolding challenges and
opportunities so that we might respond to them from the depths of our
faith. We have the daunting mission of proclaiming Jesus as the Lord and
Savior amid rapid changes in Asia. For this reason we are ever more aware
that we need to be a more Christ-experiencing and Christ-witnessing
community. At the core of the New Evangelization initiated by Blessed
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Pope John Paul II and reiterated by Pope Benedict X VI is the clarion call
to be authentic and credible witnesses of Jesus the Lord and Savior.

The same Spirit who animated Vatican II now summons us to
become renewed evangelizers for a New Evangelization. 1t is the Spirit
who can fashion this newness in our Church and in each one of us. It is
the Spirit who enables us to respond credibly and effectively to the social
mega-trends and ecclesial realities that our Assembly has discerned.

To be renewed as evangelizers we have to respond to the Spirit
active in the world, in the depths of our being, in the signs of the times
and in all that is authentically human. We need to live a spirituality of New
Evangelization.

For such spirituality, we offer you some fundamental dimensions:

1. Personal encounter with Jesus Christ. New evangelizers need

first and foremost a living faith that is grounded in a deep, personal,

X FABC PLENARY ASSEMBLY

"FABC at forty years:
Responding to
the ¢ hallenges

of ASIA”
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and transforming encounter with the living person of Jesus Christ, an
encounter resulting in personal conversion and discipleship of Jesus in
word and deed. In the final analysis, we proclaim the one whom we have
seen, whom we have heard and touched (see 1 John 1:1-3). This personal
encounter and discipleship is indispensable. Without it none will be able
to touch the soul of Asia.

2. Passion for mission. If we exist for mission, we need to have a
passion for mission. The story of the Church in Asia is intertwined with
the story of missionaries and martyrs — laymen and women, consecrated
persons and clergy — who dared to risk their lives for the sake of Christ.
Their story inspires and emboldens us. They epitomize the passion for
mission in a manner that is impossible for human beings, but possible for
God (cf. Luke 18:27). Blessed Pope John Paul II affirmed, “A fire can
only be lit by something that is itself on fire... (we) have to be on fire with
the love of Christ and burning with zeal to make him known more widely,
loved more deeply, and followed more closely” (Ecclesia in Asia, 23).
The words of St. Paul move our hearts: “the charity of Christ urges us” (2
Corinthians 5:14) to share the unique love of Jesus with the whole world.
For we firmly believe that the aspirations of Asian peoples find their
ultimate fulfillment in Jesus, who is Life.

3. Focus on the Kingdom of God. The proclamation of Jesus affects
every aspect of life and stratum of society — the whole of human life.
Hence the spirituality of the new evangelizer does not separate our world
from God’s Reign. It does not separate the material from the religious, nor
does it divorce faith-life from the task of transforming the socioeconomic
and political life. Above all, the spirituality of the new evangelizer does
not separate Jesus Christ from the Kingdom, nor detach the values of the
Kingdom from the Person of Jesus. To focus on the Kingdom of God is to
commit oneself to Jesus and His vision of a new humanity patterned after
Him.
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4. Commitment to communion. Jesus prayed for us that we might
be in communion with the Father, with him and with one another (cf. John
17:20-22). Through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection, he restored all
things to himself and brought humanity and all creation to communion
with the Father and the Spirit. Like Jesus, new evangelizers should be
men and women who live and promote communion. The spirituality
of communion is, in truth, the spirituality of the New Evangelization.
Blessed Pope John Paul II reminds us that “communion and mission are
inseparably connected.” Communion with the Triune God is “both the
source and fruit of mission: communion gives rise to mission and mission
is accomplished in communion” (Ecclesia in Asia, 24, citing Christifideles
laici, 32). This then should be our motto: “communion for mission” and
the “mission of communion” (Ecclesia in Asia, 25). Evangelizers will be
effective to the extent that they live a deep contemplative communion
with Jesus and commit themselves generously to being witnesses and
promoters of communion with God, with one another, and with creation.

In the Asian quest for harmony amid increasing tensions and
conflicts, all members of the Church — clergy and laity, men and women,
youth and children — are called to be evangelizers, heralds of the Word,
peacemakers, and builders of communion. Such a communion expresses
itself in a vibrant communion of communities in our parishes and
dioceses.

5. Dialogue, a mode of life and mission. The New Evangelization
calls for a spirit of dialogue that animates daily living and opts for a
unifying, rather than adversarial, relationship. Dialogue has to be a
hallmark of all forms of ministry and service in Asia. It is characterized
by humble sensitivity to the hidden presence of God in the struggles of
the poor, in the riches of people’s cultures, in the varieties of religious
traditions, and in the depths of every human heart. Such dialogue is our
mode of life and our mode of mission. It is fundamental to a spirituality of
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communion for the renewed evangelizer.

6. Humble presence. We believe that everyone in Asia is a partner
and co-pilgrim in the journey to God’s Reign, that the fields of mission are
grounds of the mysterious presence and action of God’s Spirit. In the vast
mission in Asia the silent but eloquent witness of an authentic Christian
life requires a humble presence, a mode of dialogical living that includes a
prayerful and “contemplative” way of life. This is imperative for renewed
evangelizers amid cultures that value self-effacement and prayer. Humble
presence must be matched by simplicity of life and communion with the
poor.

7. Prophetic evangelizer. To be prophetic is to be aware in the
light of the Holy Spirit of the contradictions of our Asian world and to
denounce whatever diminishes, degrades and divests God’s children of
their dignity. The renewed evangelizer has to protect the human dignity
of all, especially of women and children and of those reduced to the
condition of living almost as non-persons in our Asian society. By so
denouncing injustice, the renewed evangelizer announces the love of
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God, “the weightier matters of the law” which are justice, mercy and faith
(Matthew 23:23), and Jesus’ preferential love of the poor.

8. Solidarity with victims. We have noted in our Assembly that
the number of victims of globalization, injustice, natural and nuclear
disasters, and of attacks by fundamentalists and terrorists, is growing by
the day. Jesus took the side of victims of disasters and injustices. He was
in solidarity with those cast out of the social mainstream. Solidarity with
and compassion for victims and the marginalized has to be an essential
dimension of the spirituality for renewed evangelizers.

9. Care of creation. Our Assembly has likewise noted the unabated
abuse of creation due to selfish and shortsighted economic gains. Human
causes contribute significantly to global warming and climate change, the
impact of which affects the poor and the deprived more disastrously. The
ecological concern, the care for the integrity of creation, including inter-
generational justice and compassion, is fundamental to a spirituality of
communion.

10.Boldness of faith and martyrdom. From the beginning of
Christianity until now Asia’s soil is marked by the blood of martyrs. If
today we are called to give witness to our faith by supreme sacrifice,
we are not to recoil. Jesus has forewarned us that such a sacrifice is the
ultimate sign of total fidelity to him and his mission. Let the martyrs
of our lands, many of whom are celebrated at our altars, inspire us by
their example and empower us with their intercession. We are grateful to
Blessed Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict X VI for proclaiming many
Asian witnesses to Christ as martyrs of the Church. Indeed, “the blood of
martyrs is the seed of Christianity.”

Conclusion

In this Year of Faith, in the second decade of the new millennium,
and on the occasion of the 40" anniversary of the FABC, we appeal to all
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in the Church in Asia to nurture a special passion for New Evangelization.

We should not be led into lethargy or pessimism by Asian social
mega-trends which threaten the fabric of our society, the stability of the
family and the faith-vision of the Christian community itself. Hidden in
them might be the inner resources of the Spirit veiled within Asian values,
the seeds of a new humanity hungering for fullness of life in Jesus.

The mission of new evangelization, new in its ardor, its methods
and its expressions, is urgent. It calls for renewed evangelizers with a
renewed spirituality, the spirituality of communion, of mission, of new
evangelization. Every parish, every community, every family should be
a school of this spirituality. It requires the new evangelizer to experience
deep conversion, a change of vision as well as conformity with the atti-
tude and the mind of Christ, and communion with God. It requires a living
faith in the Lord, the entrustment of oneself to God, a following of Jesus
in mind, heart, and deed.

The “small flock” of Jesus should not be timid or fearful among
Asia’s billions, more than 60% of the world’s population. For we have
the singular resource of our faith, Jesus Christ himself, the unique gift of
God to humanity. He journeys with us just as he did with his disciples on
the way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32). At every Eucharistic celebration, he
keeps opening our eyes and warming our hearts with the fire of love for a
New Evangelization in Asia.

May Mary, the Mother of Jesus and our Mother, accompany us as
we walk the roads of Asia, to “tell the story of Jesus.” We are not to fear.
We have the Lord’s assurance, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid” (Mat-
thew 14: 27). And we have his guarantee, “remember, I am with you al-
ways, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
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