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URBI ET ORBI MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS
EASTER 2013

Easter Sunday, 31 March 2013

Dear brothers and sisters in Rome and throughout the world, Happy
Easter! Happy Easter!

What a joy it is for me to announce this message: Christ is risen! I
would like it to go out to every house and every family, especially where
the suffering is greatest, in hospitals, in prisons ...

Most of all, I would like it to enter every heart, for it is there that
God wants to sow this Good News: Jesus is risen, there is hope for you,
you are no longer in the power of sin, of evil! Love has triumphed, mercy
has been victorious! The mercy of God always triumphs!

We too, like the women who were Jesus’ disciples, who went to the
tomb and found it empty, may wonder what this event means (cf. Lk 24:4).
What does it mean that Jesus is risen? It means that the love of God is
stronger than evil and death itself; it means that the love of God can
transform our lives and let those desert places in our hearts bloom. The
love God can do this!

This same love for which the Son of God became man and followed
the way of humility and self-giving to the very end, down to hell - to
the abyss of separation from God - this same merciful love has flooded
with light the dead body of Jesus, has transfigured it, has made it pass
into eternal life. Jesus did not return to his former life, to earthly life,
but entered into the glorious life of God and he entered there with our
humanity, opening us to a future of hope.
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This is what Easter is: it is the exodus, the passage of human beings
from slavery to sin and evil to the freedom of love and goodness. Because
God is life, life alone, and we are his glory: the living man (cf.
Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses, 4,20,5-7).

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for
everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this passover from slavery
to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished in every age,
in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How many deserts, even
today, do human beings need to cross! Above all, the desert within, when
we have no love for God or neighbour, when we fail to realize that we
are guardians of all that the Creator has given us and continues to give
us. God’s mercy can make even the driest land become a garden, can
restore life to dry bones (cf. Ez 37:1-14).

So this is the invitation which I address to everyone: Let us accept
the grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, let
us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of his love to transform our
lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, channels through which
God can water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace
flourish.

And so we ask the risen Jesus, who turns death into life, to change
hatred into love, vengeance into forgiveness, war into peace. Yes, Christ
is our peace, and through him we implore peace for all the world.

Peace for the Middle East, and particularly between Israelis and
Palestinians, who struggle to find the road of agreement, that they may
willingly and courageously resume negotiations to end a conflict that
has lasted all too long. Peace in Iraq, that every act of violence may
end, and above all for dear Syria, for its people torn by conflict and for
the many refugees who await help and comfort. How much blood has
been shed! And how much suffering must there still be before a political
solution to the crisis will be found?
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Peace for Africa, still the scene of violent conflicts. In Mali, may
unity and stability be restored; in Nigeria, where attacks sadly continue,
gravely threatening the lives of many innocent people, and where great
numbers of persons, including children, are held hostage by terrorist
groups. Peace in the East of the Democratic Republic of Congo, and in
the Central African Republic, where many have been forced to leave their
homes and continue to live in fear.

Peace in Asia, above all on the Korean peninsula: may disagreements
be overcome and a renewed spirit of reconciliation grow.

Peace in the whole world, still divided by greed looking for easy
gain, wounded by the selfishness which threatens human life and the
family, selfishness that continues in human trafficking, the most extensive
form of slavery in this twenty-first century; human trafficking is the
most extensive form of slavery in this twenty-first century! Peace to the
whole world, torn apart by violence linked to drug trafficking and by the
iniquitous exploitation of natural resources! Peace to this our Earth! Made
the risen Jesus bring comfort to the victims of natural disasters and make
us responsible guardians of creation.

Dear brothers and sisters, to all of you who are listening to me, from
Rome and from all over of the world, I address the invitation of the Psalm:
“Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures for
ever. Let Israel say: ‘His steadfast love endures for ever’ (Ps 117:1-2).
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MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER
FOR THE 50th WORLD DAY
OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

21IFAPRIE2015- FOURTEH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Theme: Vocations as a sign of hope founded in faith

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the occasion of the 50th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, to
be held on 21 April 2013, the Fourth Sunday of Easter, I want to invite
you to reflect on the theme: “Vocations as a sign of hope founded in
faith”, which happily occurs during the Year of Faith, the year marking
the 50thanniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council. While
the Council was in session, the Servant of God, Paul VI, instituted this
day of worldwide prayer to God
the Father, asking him to continue
to send workers for his Church (cf.
Mt 9:38). “The problem of having
a sufficient number of priests”, as
the Pope stated at the time, “has
an immediate impact on all of the
faithful: not simply because they
depend on it for the religious future
of Christian society, but also because
this problem is the precise and
inescapable indicator of the vitality
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of faith and love of individual parish and diocesan communities, and the
evidence of the moral health of Christian families. Wherever numerous
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life are to be found, that is
where people are living the Gospel with generosity” (Paul VI, Radio
Message, 11 April 1964).

During the intervening decades, the various Christian communities
all over the world have gathered each year on the Fourth Sunday of
Easter, united in prayer, to ask from God the gift of holy vocations and to
propose once again, for the reflection of all, the urgent need to respond to
the divine call. Indeed, this significant annual event has fostered a strong
commitment to placing the importance of vocations to the priesthood and
the consecrated life ever more at the centre of the spirituality, prayer and
pastoral action of the faithful.

Hope is the expectation of something positive in the future, yet at the
same time it must sustain our present existence, which is often marked by
dissatisfaction and failures. On what is our hope founded? Looking at the
history of the people of Israel, recounted in the Old Testament, we see one
element that constantly emerges, especially in times of particular difficulty
like the time of the Exile, an element found especially in the writings of
the prophets, namely remembrance of God’s promises to the Patriarchs: a
remembrance that invites us to imitate the exemplary attitude of Abraham,
who, as Saint Paul reminds us, “believed, hoping against hope, that
he would become ‘the father of many nations,” according to what was
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said, ‘Thus shall your descendants be’” (Rom4:18). One consoling and
enlightening truth which emerges from the whole of salvation history,
then, is God’s faithfulness to the covenant that he entered into, renewing
it whenever man infringed it through infidelity and sin, from the time of
the flood (cf. Gen 8:21-22) to that of the Exodus and the journey through
the desert (cf. Dt 9:7). That same faithfulness led him to seal the new and

eternal covenant with man, through the blood of his Son, who died and
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rose again for our salvation.

At every moment, especially the most difficult ones, the Lord’s
faithfulness is always the authentic driving force of salvation history,
which arouses the hearts of men and women and confirms them in the
hope of one day reaching the “promised land”. This is where we find the
sure foundation of every hope: God never abandons us and he remains
true to his word. For that reason, in every situation, whether positive or
negative, we can nourish a firm hope and pray with the psalmist: “Only
in God can my soul find rest; my hope comes from him” (Ps 62:6). To
have hope, therefore, is the equivalent of trusting in God who is faithful,
who keeps the promises of the covenant. Faith and hope, then, are closely
related. “Hope” in fact is a key word in biblical faith, to the extent that in
certain passages the words “faith” and “hope” seem to be interchangeable.
In this way, the Letter to the Hebrews makes a direct connection between
the “unwavering profession of hope” (10:23) and the “fullness of faith”
(10:22). Similarly, when the First Letter of Saint Peter exhorts the
Christians to be always ready to give an account of the “logos” — the
meaning and rationale — of their hope (cf. 3:15), “hope” is the equivalent
of “faith” (Spe Salvi, 2).

Dear Brothers and Sisters, what exactly is God’s faithfulness, to
which we adhere with unwavering hope? It is his love! He, the Father,
pours his love into our innermost self through the Holy Spirit (cf.
Rom 5:5). And this love, fully manifested in Jesus Christ, engages with
our existence and demands a response in terms of what each individual
wants to do with his or her life, and what he or she is prepared to offer in
order to live it to the full. The love of God sometimes follows paths one
could never have imagined, but it always reaches those who are willing
to be found. Hope is nourished, then, by this certainty: “We ourselves
have known and believed in the love that God has for us” (1 Jn 4:16).
This deep, demanding love, which penetrates well below the surface,
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gives us courage; it gives us hope in our life’s journey and in our future; it
makes us trust in ourselves, in history and in other people. I want to speak
particularly to the young and I say to you once again: “What would your
life be without this love? God takes care of men and women from creation
to the end of time, when he will bring his plan of salvation to completion.
In the Risen Lord we have the certainty of our hope!” (Address to Young
People of the Diocese of San Marino-Montefeltro, 19 June 2011).

Just as he did during his earthly existence, so today the risen
Jesus walks along the streets of our life and sees us immersed in our
activities, with all our desires and our needs. In the midst of our everyday
circumstances he continues to speak to us; he calls us to live our life with
him, for only he is capable of satisfying our thirst for hope. He lives now
among the community of disciples that is the Church, and still today calls
people to follow him. The call can come at any moment. Today too, Jesus
continues to say, “Come, follow me” (Mk 10:21). Accepting his invitation

means no longer choosing our own path. Following him means immersing

2013,/No. 330



aEtRFHEHE 41

our own will in the will of Jesus, truly giving him priority, giving him
pride of place in every area of our lives: in the family, at work, in our
personal interests, in ourselves. It means handing over our very lives to
Him, living in profound intimacy with Him, entering through Him into
communion with the Father in the Holy Spirit, and consequently with our
brothers and sisters. This communion of life with Jesus is the privileged
“setting” in which we can experience hope and in which life will be full
and free.

Vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life are born out
of the experience of a personal encounter with Christ, out of sincere and
confident dialogue with him, so as to enter into his will. It is necessary,
therefore, to grow in the experience of faith, understood as a profound
relationship with Jesus, as inner attentiveness to his voice which is heard
deep within us. This process, which enables us to respond positively to
God’s call, is possible in Christian communities where the faith is lived
intensely, where generous witness is given of adherence to the Gospel,
where there is a strong sense of mission which leads people to make the
total gift of self for the Kingdom of God, nourished by recourse to the
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and by a fervent life of prayer. This
latter “must on the one hand be something very personal, an encounter
between my intimate self and God, the living God. On the other hand it
must be constantly guided and enlightened by the great prayers of the
Church and of the saints, by liturgical prayer, in which the Lord teaches us
again and again how to pray properly.” (Spe Salvi, 34).

Deep and constant prayer brings about growth in the faith of the
Christian community, in the unceasingly renewed certainty that God never
abandons his people and that he sustains them by raising up particular
vocations — to the priesthood and the consecrated life — so that they can be
signs of hope for the world. Indeed, priests and religious are called to give
themselves unconditionally to the People of God, in a service of love for
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the Gospel and the Church, serving that firm hope which can only come
from an openness to the divine. By means of the witness of their faith
and apostolic zeal, therefore, they can transmit, especially to the younger
generations, a strong desire to respond generously and promptly to Christ
who calls them to follow him more closely. Whenever a disciple of Jesus
accepts the divine call to dedicate himself to the priestly ministry or to the
consecrated life, we witness one of the most mature fruits of the Christian
community, which helps us to look with particular trust and hope to the
future of the Church and to her commitment to evangelization. This
constantly requires new workers to preach the Gospel, to celebrate the
Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. So let there be committed
priests, who know how to accompany young people as “companions on
the journey”, helping them, on life’s often tortuous and difficult path, to
recognize Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6), telling
them, with Gospel courage, how beautiful it is to serve God, the Christian
community, one’s brothers and sisters. Let there be priests who manifest
the fruitfulness of an enthusiastic commitment, which gives a sense of
completeness to their lives, because it is founded on faith in him who
loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19).

Equally, I hope that young people, who are presented with so many
superficial and ephemeral options, will be able to cultivate a desire for
what is truly worthy, for lofty objectives, radical choices, service to
others in imitation of Jesus. Dear young people, do not be afraid to follow
him and to walk the demanding and courageous paths of charity and
generous commitment! In that way you will be happy to serve, you will be
witnesses of a joy that the world cannot give, you will be living flames of
an infinite and eternal love, you will learn to “give an account of the hope
that is within you” (1 Pt 3:15)!

From the Vatican, 6 October 2012
BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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Address by Monsignor Paul Russell
Charge d’ Affaires a.i. of the Holy See
On the occasion o the Holy Mass of Thanksgiving for the

Election of His Holiness Pope Francis

Taipei, Sunday 14 April 2013

Your Eminence Cardinal Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the Holy See’s

Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
Life,

Dear Archbishop Hung and Archbishop Liu and Bishops,

Your Excellencies the Civil Authorities,
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Your Excellency Ambassador Sawadogo, Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps, and Your Excellencies the Ambassadors and Honorable
Representatives of Countries together with your spouses and family
members,

Esteemed Religious Authorities of Taiwan,
Dear Fathers, Sisters, and seminarians,

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Peace be with you!

A cordial welcome to all of you to this Holy Mass in honor of His
Holiness Pope Francis on the occasion of his Election as Pope and Bishop
of Rome. When Pope Francis appeared in public for the first time on

X
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the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica, he bowed humbly to the enthusiastic
crowd which had gathered and asked everyone to pray for him. This
humble gesture was merely the first of many other humble and surprising
gestures in which we have seen the pope’s strong faith in God and his
strong concern for the poor, lowly and suffering in imitation of Jesus
Christ. So we have come together at the Mass to ask God to help Pope
Francis fulfill the heavy responsibilities of his office.

The Catholics of Taiwan sincerely love the Pope, pray for him and
make sacrifices for him. I can assure you that the Pope, for his part, loves
the Catholics of Taiwan and indeed all the people of Taiwan. We can see
this by the fact that Pope Francis was honored by the visit of President Ma
Ying-jeou for his Inauguration Mass and welcomed the President warmly.
It was the first time in history that Pope and President met — a strong sign
of friendship and commitment to important shared values. We ask God
to give Pope Francis wisdom and courage, health and strength to lead and
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inspire us for many years to come.

Once again, I express my heartfelt gratitude to all of you for
coming in such large numbers and for your prayers here this afternoon.
My sincere thanks goes to cardinal Braz de Avis for coming here from
the Vatican on an official visit and for having accepted to celebrate this
Mass in the midst of an already very heavy program. Your Eminence,
when you return to the Vatican, please bring our heartfelt greetings to the
Holy Father. Tell him that the Catholic Church in Taiwan loves him and
is praying for him. I thank all those who worked hard to make all the
arrangements for this celebration. I thank the Bishops and the priests who
have come to concelebrate this Mass, those who have other liturgical roles
at this Mass and especially the choir, whose song will raise our hearts and

minds to God.

This Mass is
also a way to honor all
the men and women
religious of Taiwan.
Thank you for your
lives of evangelical
witness, your dedicated
service, your sacrifice
and prayers. God bless
you all!
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"Joao Cardinal Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life,
talks to more than 200 youth of Taiwan
at the Apostolic Nunciature on April 13, 2013"

by Fr. Luigino Marchioron, SX

The Cardinal began his familiar speech by quoting the Message
of Benedict XVI for The Twenty-eighth World Youth Day 2013, whose
theme is “Go and make disciples of all nations!” (cf. Mt 28:19).

The open arms of the statue of Christ the Redeemer in Rio de
Janeiro, he said, is an expressive symbol for us because the arms of Jesus
are a sign of His eagerness to welcome and embrace each of you here.
We are called to let Jesus draw us to Him. To accept the Love of Jesus for
us and to become his witnesses is our growth and our joy. Our personal
relationship with Jesus has to be communicated to other people. We are
called to know God also in the life of other people, because every person
brings the image, the likeness of God.

The Cardinal also mentioned that the preparation of the gathering
coincides with the Year of Faith. He said: I know that the Catholic youth
in Taiwan, although a small percentage, is very alive, committed and full
of enthusiasm. You are making an important contribution to the Taiwanese
society because you are involved in many activities to share and make
Jesus known. This is the most beautiful gift you can offer to your friends.

Faith brings light to our difficulties, to our moments of darkness.
Faith helps us to understand how important every person is. Each of you
is the fruit of God’s love!
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Several times the Cardinal stressed the fact that God loves each of
us personally, with tenderness, patience, and humbleness. He does not
look on our sins because we are the most precious thing in His heart. The
life of each person for God is priceless.

I am happy to be with you tonight, he said, because we are called
to walk together, to be in communion with one another. The Church
is counting on you: you are called to be the first missionaries among
your companions. You are called to become friends of Jesus and
this relationship with Jesus will be positive and help other friends to
experience that God is love.

The Cardinal repeated in many occasions the idea that it is important
for us to testify the loving presence of God in our lives so that others,
through our relationship, can have the same experience too.

Another element the Cardinal loved to underline was the fact that
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by living an experience of communion with others, our personal faith is
strengthened. When we are sharing the Gospel, in reality we ourselves are
growing more deeply in the love of God.

The reason to share with our friends is the joy that comes from our
relationship with Christ. He is our light, our rock, our Path, our Truth, our
Life. We build up our existence in Him.

Finally, the Cardinal encouraged each of us to give many thanks to
the Lord for the gifts we have received in our Christian life. We are called
to pass these gifts on to our companions. We need to have the courage
to go out from ourselves in order to go forth towards others and to show
them the way to experience the love of God.

Christ needs your answer. We are called to reach out to everyone,
especially to those friends who are “far away”. We can talk to them with
simplicity and respect. This true friendship will bear fruit.

Many of you cannot go to Brazil, but there are many areas of your
lives where you can go to share the Gospel, for example our families,
communities, places of study and work, group of friends and places where
we spend our free time. To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus is not only a
matter of words, but something that involves our lives and it is expressed
through concrete signs of love. We are called to be the heart and arms of
Jesus.

I thank each of you for the great job you are doing as young
Catholics here in Taiwan.
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“Bringing Common Word to Common Action:
Conference of Muslim-Christians Leaders of Asia”
— Jakarta, February 25th to March 1, 2013

The conference of Muslim-Christian Religious Leaders of Asia held
in Jakarta from February 25th to March 1st 2013 brought together 134
participants from sixteen countries of Asia. The four days of intensive
sharing and interactions intend to bear concrete and palpable steps to the
spirit of the dialogic journey in which many Asian Muslim and Christian
leaders are now engaged in.

Though continental, the Jakarta conference is still one of the grass-
root, ecumenical and interreligious initiatives aimed at contextualizing the
“Common Word.” Asian Catholics have been present through the FABC
(Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences) and locally through the
representatives of the KWI (Konfrensi Waligereja Indonesia); the different
Asian Christians denominations were conveyed through CCA (Council
Churches of Asia), and locally through the CCI — PGI (Persekutuan
Gereja-‘Gereja di Indonesia). Muslims for their side were represented
through organizations such as ICIS (International Conference of Islamic
Scholars), Muhammadiayah, and Nahddatul Ulama (N.U).

The interfaith composition of the organizing committee bore
witness to the values of dialogue and inclusion of the other as well the
harmony that can be attained when unity is not perceived as uniformity
and differences are rather seen as potential richness. Moreover, some clear
objectives of the conference transpired from the outset of the program.
It willed to offer an atmosphere conducive to building up friendship
and mutual appreciation built on interreligious and ecumenical motives.
Concretely, it aimed to help participants familiarize with the Letter of 138
Muslim Scholars to Christian leaders, to explore ways of understanding
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it from the religious and cultural perspectives of Asia. The immersion
and group discussions were eye openers to venues and existing efforts
to live the message of loving God and loving the neighbor. The sharing
was to serve as an inspiration in defining concrete and achievable areas
of collaboration among Christians and Muslims. In this way the four
days were to culminate into concrete interreligious actions: “enough
with words, the time for the language of action is at dawn!” In fact, a
tacit consensus among the participants of “Bringing the Common Word
to Common Action” has been that it was time to call off words and
discourses and move forward with concerted and concrete actions in line
with a conduct that bear witness to the shared and fundamental golden
commandments of loving God and loving the neighbor.

The Jakarta meeting is a contextualized continuation of the dialogic
initiatives stemming from the “Common Word between Us and You,”
— an open letter written in 2007 by 138 leading Muslim scholars and
intellectuals. At its origin, the letter was intended as a response and
engagement with Pope Benedict XVI. During a public lecture on faith and
reason, offered to the scientists of Regensburg University (September 12,
2006), the Pope mentioned a rhetorical quote from Manuel II Paleogus,
a 14th Century emperor, regarding the novelty of Islam. The wave of
reactions — among Muslims worldwide was unprecedented. Among these,
a group of 38 Muslim scholars gathered for an “open letter to the Pope,”
requesting not only apology but also a direct dialogue with the Pope. With
this, the thrust for the “Common Word” was lunched. In fact, with the
support of Ghazi bin Muhammad, the Prince of Jordan, series of meetings
produced a draft whose content was accepted and signed by a wider body
representing Muslims around the world. Hence was the “Common Word
between us and You” born in 2007. Signed by 138 prominent Muslim
scholars and intellectuals in the world, the document is addressed to the
Pope and the leaders of the Christian churches around the world. The
content reminds Muslims and Christians that “love of God and love of
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neighbour” are two twin, intrinsic and fundamental commands at the core
of their scriptures in which they are to be rooted for the sake of God and
world peace. The document has been since then proposed as a common
ground for a dialogue between Muslims and Christians.

The reactions to and reception of the Common word have been
largely positive, inciting many spontaneous local grass-roots and
community based initiatives, conferences, debates, publications, as
well as deeply searched theological responses that highlight not only
the commonalities but also the differences between the two traditions.
For instance, Muslims and Christians have different views regarding
the nature of their sacred scriptures. As for the One God worshiped
by all, Christians are clear that He is the One Jesus revealed as Father
in a unique and special relation with the Son and the Holy Spirit. The
papers and interventions of the Jakarta conference has, in a respective
and constructive way, continued to shed light on existing trend in each
tradition, a trend to stand for choices that embody the values of the twin
golden commandment. Moreover, this trend has been now fostered as a
shared commitment among Christians and Muslims.

The four days of discussion and sharing in Jakarta were inscribed in
the logic of the common word. In fact, “common” was the most common
used word. Mentions were made of common ground, common goal,
common enemies, and common action to be carried out together.

In the final resolution, the Asian Religious leaders taking part in
this meeting have agreed upon many concrete “common actions” and/ or
common fields of collaboration. Of these, I retain two as unprecedented.
They commit to find ways to include the “excluded” — specially the “self-
excluded” (in reference to fundamentalists — and extremists who are
not yet part of the dialogic movement). They also aimed at networking
in reminding governments of their obligation to protect human rights,
especially the religious freedom of minorities.
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Beside, grouped by zones, local representatives were requested
concrete ecumenical and interreligious ways of carrying out the love for
the neighbour. As for the Chinese speaking zone, i.e. Taiwan — Hong
Kong, Macau, the collaboration would be expressed in the sharing of
documentation on interreligious dialogue and ecumenism and mutual
supports for the care of the migrants and the protections of their rights.
The serene atmosphere of the meeting, the depth of the discussion and
sharing as well as the resolutions have instantiated the determined
collaboration of Muslim and Christian Religious leaders as individuals as
well as the congregations they represented to the cause of dialogue and
cooperation.
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: www.catholic.org.tw
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