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CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE
MINUTES OF THE SPRING PLENARY ASSEMBLY

2013
Date : April 2-4, 2013 (Tuesday-Thursday)
Venue : CRBC Secretariat Administrative Bldg. (39 An Ju

St., Taan District, Taipei 10672)
Chairman : Most Rev. John Hung, SVD

Participants : Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin, Most
Rev. Philip Huang, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee,
Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Martin Su,
Most Rev. John Tseng

Guests : Msgr. Paul Russell, Fr. Ivan Santus
Secretary :  Fr. Otfried Chan

Procedure of Meeting:

A) Opening Prayer

B) Speech of Archbishop John Hung, President
C) Speech of Msgr. Paul Russell

e Msgr. Paul Russell started with the good news of the Resurrection and
then news about the Universal Church. Finally he recalled and analyzed
Pope Benedict’s act of renunciation from his Petrine ministry and the
life of prayer he will live afterward.
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e As with the two former Popes, Pope Francis is a grace given to the

Church by the Holy Spirit; an appropriate leader at a certain historical
moment of the Church. The local Church in Taiwan has always loved
and esteemed the Pope. May all the faithful pray for the Pope, who also
prays for the local Church in Taiwan.

On March 14th, the day after Pope Francis was elected, the Pope
celebrated Mass with the College of Cardinals. During his homily he
spoke of the three important tasks of a Church leader: "To walk in
the presence of the Lord, to build-up the Church, and to profess Jesus
Christ". Among these three, the third task is the most important because
if the Church does not profess Jesus Christ, the Church will become a
social welfare, non-governmental organization. The Church is the bride
of Christ. If the Church does not profess Jesus Christ, then the Church
is professing the worldliness of the devil; just like the apostle Peter
who was willing to follow Christ, but unwilling to carry the cross. This
teaching of Pope Francis is even more important for the local Church
in Taiwan. Jesus Christ and his holy Cross are inseparable. Church
leaders — Cardinals, bishops and priests, are not necessarily disciples of
Jesus Christ. Msgr. Russell encourages all the bishops to listen to Pope
Francis’ appeal to go forward in the presence of God, while holding the
Cross, unafraid of difficulties and willing to make sacrifices to build the
Church upon the Blood of Jesus Christ.

In the Pope’s name, Msgr. Russell thanked Archbishop Hung, CRBC
President, for having attended the inauguration of the Pope. This
is a concrete expression of the mystical communion in the Body of
Christ between the Holy Father and the Chinese Regional Bishops’
Conference.

Msgr. Russell also shared Pope Francis’ exhortation and homily to
the priests. For the Church to expand, the priests should do their best
to shepherd the faithful and to promote faith. Only then should they
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manage the affairs and properties of the Church.

The Vatican values the diplomatic relationship between the Vatican and
Taiwan. As a result, President Ma Ying-jeou was welcome to attend the
inauguration of Pope Francis, although the Vatican is also concerned
about the Catholic faithful and the Church in Mainland China. The
Vatican is doing its best to keep the communion and unity between the
Church in Mainland China and the Holy See. The Vatican and Taiwan
cooperate with each other and share the same values .

Pope Francis thanked Archbishop John Hung for his congratulatory
letter.

The Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith notified the CRBC
to revise the content of "Taiwan Catholic Church's Guidelines for
Handling Sexual Harassment".

The Congregation for the Clergy wrote that the “Directory on the
Ministry and Life of Priests,” published on Holy Thursday 1994
(temporarily translated into Chinese as ( E|$#EREE M4 E 1) ),
will be updated and hope that the Bishops’ Conference will translate it
into Chinese.

Diocesan priests and religious clergy should wear ecclesiastical garb
or clerical attire (see Code of Canon Law 284), as a visible symbol of
Christ and as his witnesses. This will have an effect on evangelization.

During the Year of Faith, the bishops should promote adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and lead their brother priests to understand more
profoundly the "Catechism of the Catholic Church".

The Apostolic Nunciature in Taiwan has decided to demolish its old
building and rebuild the new Nunciature on the same location.

The responsibility and authority over the “Catechism of the
Catholic Church” will be transferred from the “Congregation for
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Catholic Education” to the “Pontifical Council for Promoting New
Evangelization”.

e Jodo Cardinal Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes
of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, will visit Taiwan
from April 7-16, 2013. On the evening of Saturday, April 12th, at the
Apostolic Nunciature, there will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and dialogue between the Cardinal and Taiwanese youth. On Sunday,
April 13th at 3:00 pm at Holy Family Church in Taipei there will be a
Mass of Thanksgiving to celebrate the Petrine ministry of Pope Francis.

D) Topics discussed

Proposition I : CRBC Secretariat

I.A : Audit the CRBC 2012 Annual Report and Work Report
Explanation:

Refer to the “2012 Final Accounts for Income and Expenditures”
and the “2012 Work Report” for discussion. After approval, present them
to the Ministry of the Interior.

Resolution: Approved

I.B: An Act of Disposition of a CRBC property (the old Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary building will be demolished)

Explanation:

1. An Act of Disposition of a CRBC property whose 11 pieces of
land: 450, 451, 452, 453, 454, 330, 331, 332, 333, 334-108, 334-96 etc.,
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will be gratuitously and permanently offered to Fu Jen Catholic University
for the construction of Fu Jen Catholic University affiliated hospital.
An official document of approval was received from the Ministry of the
Interior dated March 31, 2010 with Ref. No. 0990031968.

2. The CRBC plans that its building located at Taishan District of
New Taipei City with lot numbers 450, 451, 452, 453, 454 (69 Guizi
Road, Taishan District, New Taipei City), a three-storied building with an
area of 887.53 square meters, be demolished for the construction of Fu
Jen Catholic University affiliated hospital.

3. The CRBC plans that its lot number 0344-4 with land area of 46
square meters at Subsection 3 of Taishan District, New Taipei City, will be
gratuitously and permanently offered to Fu Jen Catholic University for the
construction of Fu Jen Catholic University affiliated hospital.

4. The directors are requested to discuss this issue and after
resolutions are approved, report to the Ministry of Interior for approval.
After clearing property rights, they have to apply for property
modification.

Resolution: Approved.

[.B1: CRBC and Fu Jen Catholic University “Subdivision of Co-owned
Property” Real Estate Exchange

Explanation:

1. The 12 pieces of land of the CRBC and the building located at
Subsection 3 in the Taishan District, New Taipei City etc. as shown in the
attached documents (such as the land lots CRBC exchanged for and with)
are offered for the construction of Fu Jen Catholic University affiliated
hospital. Thus, the properties of Fu Jen Catholic University which include
the Rose Dormitory, located at Siao Duan, Sanjiao Zi, Haishan Tou Duan,
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Hsinchuang, New Taipei City, the Fu Jen University City Campus and the
building located at An Ju Street, Liu Siao Duan, Hsinhai Section 6 along
Taan District, Taipei City (such as the land lots CRBC exchanged for and
with) are offered for the renovation of the CRBC administrative building
and the building of the new Major Seminary. Thus, a “Subdivision of Co-
owned Property” real estate exchange is necessary.

2. This issue involves CRBC'’s offering its land to be used by Fu Jen
Catholic University (FJCU), for its plans to build its affiliated hospital; on
the other hand, FICU offers its land and building to the CRBC to be used
for the renovation of the CRBC Secretariat administrative building and
the new building of the Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary.

3. The CRBC real estate exchange plan (Appendix 1) is hereby
presented. The directors are requested to discuss this issue and, after
resolutions are approved, they will report to the Ministry of Interior
for approval. After clearing property rights, there is a need to apply for
property modification.

Resolution: All are approved.

Proposition II: Commission for the Clergy

II.A: Appoint a priest to serve as full-time Vocation Promoter
Rationale:

The Commission for the Clergy should appoint a priest to serve as a
full-time vocation promoter, to coordinate vocation affairs and resources
of all the dioceses, to increase publicity in the local Church, to summon,
to select possible vocation candidates, to take advantage of the software
and hardware programs and formation resources of the new Taiwan
Catholic Regional Seminary Building (TCRS), and to better serve the

2013,/No. 331

aEtEEHEHE

Church.
Explanation:

1. The new building of the Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary
(TCRS) will be officially opened in mid-September 2013. The new
seminary has 50 bedrooms, but, at present, the expected number of
seminarians will only be 20 men. Thus, there is an urgent need for the
local Church to send new seminarians to receive formation to avoid a

waste of resources.

2. Over the years the Vocation Promotion Center of TCRS has
convened forums on vocations. The plan to publicly promote vocations, to
summon, and to choose candidates with a possible vocation was already
discussed with the persons-in-charge of vocations in all dioceses as
follows:

A. Vocations Camps (participation, assistance, information sharing
etc.), Live-in experiences

B. Vocation candidates, Formation Team, Basic Ecclesial
Communities for Vocations (12 apostles group), Altar Servers
Group

C. Make a list of names (of priests, religious sisters, seminarians,
and lay persons) for weekly prayer sessions

D. Arrange live-in experiences and related activities at the major
seminary for aspiring young men to participate in.

E. Join activities for teenagers, students (Blessed Sacrament
Adoration Group) and young professionals to initiate vocations

F. Gather information about vocations and have them published
through Church media, and send information about the major
seminary etc.
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3. In order to promote vocations, have contact and assist the priest
in-charge of vocations in each Diocese, the above-mentioned matters
must be implemented. Moreover, efficient interaction must be established
at various levels: dioceses, deaneries, parishes, and the Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary (Vocations Center).

4. In response to the current situation of the Church and society and
their development, the following are recommended:

A. Each diocese, deanery, parish, organization can go around to
promote vocation events.

B. Arrange for priests to visit families with a possible vocation
candidate and parents who desire to have a vocation in the family.

C. Collaborate with the Immaculate Conception Church of Fu Jen
Catholic University, Department of Religion, Day School, and
various youth organizations of the Church.

D. Organize workshops, lectures, bible sharing, reading groups
etc. on vocations (make good use of the facilities at the new
seminary).

E. Follow-up possible candidates and assess them. (Inform the
parents, call them up and invite them etc. and gather information.)

F. Join activities such as Taiwan Youth Day, Asian Youth Day and
World Youth Day. Initiate vocation consideration and show
concern to those aspiring young men desirous and interested in a
vocation.

5. In order to show the local Church more active ways of vocation
promotion, the CRBC recommends that a priest be hired to work as a full-
time Vocation Promoter, to direct the secretary of the Vocations Center
and join the formation team of the Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary.
The vocation promoter will also contact the priests in-charge of vocations
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in the different dioceses to implement vocation-related work.
Procedure:

6. Recommended candidates: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Gregory Cheng of
Taichung (B[ 7252)%), Rev. Fr. Peter Fei of Tainan (B F&{E1H10), Rev.
Fr. Paul Kang of Taichung (E & #1#12), Rev. Fr. Peter Lo (ZE[EIT1H52),

priest from the Congregation of St. John the Baptist.

7. Suggest that the payment of expenses be shared equally by the
seven dioceses.

Resolution:

Postponed. First strengthen the Vocation Commission of each
diocese.

II.B: Seminarians graduating with a degree in Philosophy to learn English
in the Philippines

Explanation:

To improve the English language level of the seminarians and
to allow them to continue learning English, graduating seminarians in
Philosophy should apply to San Lorenzo Seminary in the Philippines this
summer and take English courses there for two months. Aside from their
English courses, they can join in the daily schedule at the seminary, such
as prayer time, to further strengthen their English language skills.

Procedure:
1. Expenses:

A. The round-trip airfare will be paid by the diocese of the
seminarian. (Each graduating seminarian will pay for his own
daily expenses.)
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B. Apply the principle of reciprocity for the cost of accommodations
and tuition for the English courses. This means that if our
seminarians go, it will be the San Lorenzo Seminary in the
Philippines who will accommodate and shoulder their expenses.
If seminarians from the Philippines come to Taiwan to learn
the Chinese language, we will accommodate and shoulder their
expenses.

C. The accommodation expenses of seminarians from the Philippines
will be taken from the regular expenditures of the major seminary
(to be divided equally among the seven dioceses). The tuition
fee for Chinese courses will be taken from the funds solicited for
vocation formation in the seminary.

2. The budget for seminarians coming from the Philippines to Taiwan:

A.In principle, accommodations are for two months. (Our
seminarians will go during summer, which is about two months.)

B. The cost of accommodations: The seven dioceses will equally
divide the actual expenses.

C. Chinese language tuition fee: NT$ 40,000 (=500%2*5%*8)
Resolution:

Each diocese will be responsible for the expenses of their own
seminarian.

II.C: Diocesan seminarians attending the Year of Faith Meeting in Rome
to represent the Church in Taiwan and the Taiwan Catholic Regional
Seminary

Explanation:

The aim is to enhance seminarians’ awareness of the universal
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Church, maturity towards one’s formation, and the needs of the Church,
as well as represent the Church in Taiwan and the major seminary;
furthermore, to express and increase the local Church’s recognition of
the Holy See and presence in the universal Church. Special arrangements
are made for three 3rd year seminarians in Theology to go to Italy and
participate in the Holy See Year of Faith Meeting for Seminarians. It is
hoped that after participating in the meeting, they will return to Taiwan
with more enthusiasm, be more positive in the promotion of vocations
and be more dedicated in their spiritual and religious life, for the major
seminary and for the local Church.

Procedure:

1. After an Executive Council meeting at the major seminary on
the activity and registration requirement, three seminarians in their third
year Theology were chosen as delegates: Chang Kai-Yi (58l 5)) of the
Kaohsiung diocese, Lee Kuang-Tian (325%°X) and Liu Hong-Fu (2[Ji18)
of the Taichung diocese.

2. The major seminary has already informed the bishops of the two
dioceses and the priests in-charge of vocations. Their dioceses are asked to
grant their seminarians a leave of absence during summer to participate in
this activity for about one week. Due to a slight difference in the itinerary,
the tentative schedule is from July 2-9, 2013.

3. Expenses:

A. The round-trip airfare, cost of accommodation, registration fee
etc. will be shouldered by their respective dioceses. Since these
expenses are not usual for each seminarian, it can be regarded as
a concrete support to their formation.

B. If the diocese of the seminarian is apprehensive about paying the
expenses, the Executive Council in the major seminary can hold a
meeting and will ask the diocesan bishop about his opinion. After
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a decision is made, the round-trip airfare can be taken from the
funds raised for vocation formation of the major seminary. The
other expenses will be shouldered by the seminarian’s diocese.

C. If a difficulty in paying the other expenses still exists, all the
expenses can be paid using the funds raised for the vocation
formation of the seminary.

Resolution:

Use the common funds for the airfare and cost of accommodations.

Proposition III: Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth

Reason:

Plan for the Years 2014 — 2020. Each diocese will take turns in
hosting the Taiwan Youth Day, requesting in advance for permission to
organize.

Explanation:

1. The first “National Youth Ministers’ Meeting” was held at the
Taipei Archbishop’s Office on November 1, 2006. A decision was made
that starting in 2007, each diocese will take turns hosting the Taiwan
Youth Day (TYD). Thus, after the Tainan diocese started in 2007, the
order of host dioceses was as follows: 2008 Taipei, 2009 Taichung, 2010
Hsinchu, 2011 Kaohsiung, 2012 Chiayi and 2013 Hualien.

2. Due to the fact that this year TYD is to be hosted by the last
scheduled diocese, the CRBC Youth Section convened the “4th Taiwan
Youth Ministers’ Meeting” (TYMM4) from October 9-12, 2012. This
meeting was attended by youth ministers from the different dioceses
and from religious communities. It was discussed whether to continue
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organizing the Taiwan Youth Days, the method of organizing, the team
that will organize the event and how the event should be organized. In
addition, during the “2013 National Taiwan Youth Day Meeting” on
January 9, 2013, the diocesan representatives discussed again the order of
the dioceses hosting the TYDs for the second time. The results of the two
Youth Ministers’ Meetings are:

A. The hosting of the yearly TYDs will begin in 2014.

B. The order of hosting the TYDs is as follows: 2014 Tainan,
2015 Taipei, 2016 Taichung, 2017 Hsinchu, 2018 Chiayi, 2019
Kaohsiung and 2020 Hualien.

Resolution:

TYD 2014 will be held in Taipei. The Commission for
Evangelization Youth Section will rearrange the order beginning 2015.

Proposition I'V: Establish a Management Information System for the
Catholic Church in Taiwan (Proposal of Hsinchu diocese during the 2012
CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly)

1. The Catholic Church in Taiwan has been stable for a long time.
But under a rapidly changing environment, the work of evangelization is
not able to advance with the times, and there is a feeling of helplessness.
The reasons, in fact, are that the Church management system is far out of
touch with reality; there is disorder in Church records, unclear message,
and a waste of resources.

2. A “Management Information System”(MIS) indeed provides
rapid transmission of information, is convenient in searching for data,
is effective in managing assets, saves manpower and resources, and
uses fully the efficacy of resources. Through an information platform,
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Hsinchu diocese has integrated the affairs and work of the diocese for
nearly three years already. It has completed the work plan and is gradually
implementing it.

3. The MIS of the Hsinchu diocese is oriented towards the
integration of the affairs of the diocese. It has set its priorities on two main
parts: people (diocesan records) and affairs (evangelization, pastoral), and
are divided into three phases for implementation. For details, see flow
charts. Every year there is a regular review and publication of reports,
making the information of the whole diocese and parishes transparent.
Moreover, through appropriate activities giving them recognition, the
scope of influence is broadened.

Suggestion:

This diocese is willing to share its own experience on how to set
up the Management Information System. Dioceses are requested to give
suggestions or ideas for improvement, and, if possible, draw upon the
strong points to offset the weaknesses. Our desire is to set-up together the
Management Information System needed by the Church in Taiwan.

Resolution:

The Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference will convene a
“Database Management System for Diocesan Affairs Meeting” and will
let Mr. Chang, a lay person from Hsinchu diocese, to explain in detail
the Management Information System of Hsinchu diocese. The dioceses
of Taipei, Taichung, Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung and Hualien should send
management information personnel to participate.

Proposition V: Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

V.A: Nominate laity who have contributed much to the indigenous
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community in the Church to receive the title “Knight”.
Explanation:

At present, none among the Catholic indigenes in Taiwan have been
knighted. The Commission for Aborigine Apostolate will provide a list of
Catholic indigenes, who have contributed much to the Church and can be
invested as Knights, such as Mr. Sun Ta-chuan, Minister of the Council of
Indigenous Peoples, Executive Yuan, and long-time catechist.

Resolution:

Approved. Each diocese will pay attention to those Catholic
indigenes who have contributed much and can be given the title of nobility
or invested as a Knight, or the Commission for Aborigine Apostolate will
give some nominations to the diocese.

V.B: Indigenous priests will visit Japan, in the name of CRBC, to solicit
funds from the Council of Indigenous Peoples, Executive Yuan, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Taiwan Catholic Mission Foundation.

Explanation:

Indigenous priests will visit the Kyushu, Nagasaki, and Kagoshima
dioceses in Japan in May or June, 2013.

Resolution: Approved to apply for funds.

VARIA:
1. How to respond to the new Pope
Resolution:

Give priority concern to the poor and vulnerable minorities, and
protect the creation.
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CRBC Spring Plenary Meeting

Bishops’ Conference Secretariat, Taipei

1-5 April 2013

Address of Monsignor Paul Russell

Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Holy See
Tuesday, 2 April 2013

Dear Archbishop Hung,
Dear Bishops,

“From ancient times the liturgy of Easter day has begun with the
words: ‘I arose, and am still with you; you have set your hand upon
me.” The liturgy sees these as the first words spoken by the Son to the
Father after his resurrection, after his return from the night of death into
the world of the living. The hand of the Father upheld him even on that
night, and thus he could rise again. [...] In the impenetrable gloom of
death Christ came like light — the night became as bright as day and the
darkness became as light. And so the Church can rightly consider these
words of thanksgiving and trust as words spoken by the Risen Lord to his
Father: “Yes, I have journeyed to the uttermost depths of the earth, to the
abyss of death, and brought them light; now I have risen and I am upheld
forever by your hands.’” But these words of the Risen Christ to the Father
have also become words which the Lord speaks to us: ‘I arose and now I
am still with you,” he says to each of us. My hand upholds you. Wherever
you may fall, you will always fall into my hands. [...] Where no one can
accompany you further, and where you can bring nothing, even there I am
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waiting for you, and for you I will change darkness into light.”1

Jesus is with us. Jesus is with his Church.

The Catholic Church around the world, including the Catholic
Church in Taiwan, has been living through extraordinary moments these
past two months, and especially in these past weeks.

I think the fact that Pope Benedict XVI renounced his office was
both a surprise and not a surprise. He always said, over a number of years
and on different occasions, that if he felt he could no longer fulfill the
duties of his office, either physically or spiritually, he would renounce his
office. But, in fact, no pope had renounced the Petrine office for almost
600 years, and in all previous cases, there were extenuating circumstances.
So Pope Benedict’s action was a surprise. I also think that the timing of
the announcement was a surprise, because we are in the Year of Faith and
Pope Benedict had promised us an Encyclical Letter on Faith, but now
the Church will not have the gift of this Encyclical Letter to complete the
triptych of Pope Benedict’s other Encyclical Letters on Love and Hope.
Only Pope Benedict can know the conversation he had with the Lord
in prayer in arriving at his decision. No one else can know that. But we
can trust that it was an honest decision made in faith for the good of the
Church.

There is one aspect of this decision which strikes me very deeply.

1 Pope Benedict XVI, Easter Vigil Homily at Saint Peter's Basilica (7 April
2007).
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Pope Benedict XVI renounced his office to devote himself to a life of
prayer. Pope Benedict set aside what some people would consider as
the most important ministry in the Church to devote himself to a life of
prayer. This shows that no matter how important our ministry — no matter
how many urgent and important tasks may be before us — prayer is more
important. Jesus clearly taught this to Martha and Mary; Pope Benedict
has taught us this once again.

Likewise, the election of Cardinal Bergoglio was both a surprise
and not a surprise. From different media reports, it seems that in 2005, he
had a number of votes in the Conclave that elected Pope Benedict. But
supposedly Cardinal Bergoglio told the other Cardinals voting for him in
2005 to please stop. So, it seems, the Cardinals who had been voting for
him voted for Cardinal Ratzinger. In 2005, there was obviously something
good the Cardinals saw in Cardinal Bergoglio, and now the whole Church
and the whole world can see this goodness. His election was a surprise
because the media had already “elected” other Cardinals and the thinking
was that the Cardinals would choose someone younger. A youthful spirit,
however, is not a question of years, and it is very clear that Pope Francis
has a young and vigorous spirit.

God always has his plan for his Church and for each one of us. We
know in faith that the Holy Spirit was present in this election and guided
this election and that Pope Francis is the man God wanted to have as the
leader of the Church at this time.

Pope Francis has asked us all to continue to pray for him. The
Church in Taiwan has always been very faithful to the pope and has
always shown its support for the pope in many ways. The Catholics in
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Taiwan love the pope and I am sure that you Bishops together with your
flock will continue to pray for the pope and to support him in his ministry
of love and truth.

Just as Pope Benedict gave us the opportunity to re-learn things
we already knew, so Pope Francis is giving us an opportunity to re-learn
things we already know.

What the pope said to the Cardinals immediately after his election
could also be taken as words addressed to all Bishops all throughout the
world. I would like to share some passages of the pope’s words with you.

On 14 March 2013, Pope Francis celebrated morning at Mass with
the cardinals in the Sistine Chapel. Pope Francis spoke to the Cardinals
about journeying in the presence of God, building the Church, and
confessing Jesus. Particularly with regard to confessing, I think the pope
said things which apply particularly to the Church in Taiwan — things
which I have mentioned to you before on other occasions.

The pope said: “We can journey as much as we want, we can build
many things, but if we do not confess Jesus Christ, the thing does not
work. We will become a welfare NGO but not the Church, the Bride
of Christ. [...] When we do not confess Jesus Christ, we confess the
worldliness of the devil, the worldliness of the demon. The same Peter
who had confessed Jesus Christ said to him: You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God. I will follow you, but let’s not talk about the cross. This is
not a part of it. I will follow you in other directions, but not to the cross.
When we journey without the cross, when we build without the cross and
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when we confess a Christ without the cross, we are not disciples of the
Lord: we are worldly, we are bishops, priests, cardinals, popes, but not
disciples of the Lord. I would like for us all, after these days of grace, to
have courage, precisely the courage, to walk in the Lord’s presence, with
the cross of the Lord; to build the Church upon the blood of the Lord,
which was poured out on the cross; and to confess the only glory there is:
Christ crucified. And in this way the Church will go forward.”2

The following day, on 15 March 2013, Pope Francis met with the
Cardinals outside Mass and gave an Address.

He said: “This time dedicated to the Conclave has been full of
meaning not only for the College of Cardinals, but also for all the faithful.
In these days we have felt almost physically the affection and solidarity
of the universal Church, as well as the attention of many people who,
despite not sharing our faith, look with respect and admiration to the
Church and the Holy See. From every corner of the Earth, a fervent and
choral prayer of the Christian people was raised up for the new Pope,
and my first encounter with the crowd gathered in St. Peter’s Square was
full of emotion. With that evocative image of prayerful and joyful people
still etched in my mind, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to
the bishops, priests, consecrated persons, young people, families and
the elderly for their spiritual closeness, so touching and fervent. [...] I
express my willingness to serve the Gospel with renewed love, helping the
Church to become more and more in Christ and with Christ, the fruitful
vine of the Lord. Stimulated also by the celebration of the Year of Faith,
all together, Shepherds and faithful, we will strive to respond faithfully to

2 Pope Francis, Homily during Mass with the Cardinals in the Sistine
Chapel (14 March 2013).
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our mission of always: bringing Jesus Christ to mankind and leading men
to the encounter with Jesus Christ the Way, Truth and Life, truly present in
the Church and at the same time, in every man. Such an encounter leads
to becoming new men in the mystery of Grace, arousing in the soul that
Christian joy which constitutes the hundredfold given by Christ to those
who welcome Him into their lives. As Pope Benedict XVI reminded us
so many times in his teachings and, most recently, with that courageous
and humble gesture, it is Christ who leads the Church through his Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church with His vivifying and unifying
force: of many, it forms a single body, the Mystical Body of Christ. Let
us never give in to that pessimism, that bitterness which the devil offers
us every day. Let us not give in to pessimism and discouragement; we
have that firm confidence which the Holy Spirit gives the Church, with
his mighty breath, the courage to persevere and to seek new ways to
evangelize, to bring the Gospel to the ends of the Earth (cf. Acts 1:8).
The Christian truth is appealing and persuasive because it responds to the
profound needs of human existence, announcing convincingly that Christ
is the only Savior of the whole man and of all men. This announcement is
still valid today, as it was at the beginning of Christianity, when the first
great missionary expansion of the Gospel was carried out. Dear Brothers,
courage!”3

In this missionary task, Pope Francis has placed a renewed emphasis
on care for the poor and outcast, a new outreach to the fringes of society.
During the Chrism Mass which Pope Francis celebrated on Holy
Thursday, he had these words to say to the priests of Rome. What he said
is valid for all priests (and Bishops) everywhere.

3 Pope Francis, Address to the Cardinals (15 March 2013).
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The pope noted that priests are anointed for God’s faithful people,
whose servants they are. The Lord’s “anointing is meant for the poor,
prisoners and the sick, for those who are sorrowing and alone. [...] We
need to ‘go out,” then, in order to experience our own anointing, its power
and its redemptive efficacy: to the ‘outskirts’ where there is suffering,
bloodshed, blindness that longs for sight, and prisoners in thrall to many
evil masters. It is not in soul-searching or constant introspection that
we encounter the Lord... [...] The power of grace...comes alive and
flourishes to the extent that we, in faith, go out and give ourselves and
the Gospel to others... Those who do not go out of themselves, instead of
being mediators, gradually become intermediaries, managers. [...] This
is precisely the reason why some priests grow dissatisfied, become sad
priests, lose heart and become in some sense collectors of antiques or
novelties — instead of being shepherds living with ‘the smell of the sheep’,
shepherds in the midst of their flock, fishers of men. True enough, the so-
called crisis of priestly identity threatens us all and adds to the broader
cultural crisis; but if we can resist its onslaught, we will be able to put out
in the name of the Lord and cast our nets. It is not a bad thing that reality
itself forces us to ‘put out into the deep’, where what we are by grace is
clearly seen as pure grace, out into the deep of the contemporary world,
where the only thing that counts is ‘unction’ — not function — and the nets
which overflow with fish are those cast solely in the name of the One in
whom we have put our trust: Jesus.”4

In my opinion, the Bishops, together with all the other members
of the Church in Taiwan — priests, religious and faithful, can hear these
words of the pope addressed directly to each of you. As I have observed
before on other occasions — and I say this with love and genuine concern

4 Pope Francis, Homily at Holy Thursday Chrism Mass, St Peter’ s
Basilica (28 March 2013).
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for you — the Church in Taiwan could be growing more. There are certain
things outside our control, but we need a renewed focus on helping people
to meet Jesus.

Announcements
e Clergy sex abuse norms

e Canon 284 states: “Clerics are to wear suitable ecclesiastical
dress, in accordance with the norms established by the Bishops’
Conference and legitimate local custom.” I have the impression
that most priests in Taiwan, diocesan and religious, do not
habitually wear clerical dress. In this, I would like to highlight the
example of 14 year old seminarian Rolando Rivi, born 7 January
1931 and killed in odium fidei on 13 April 1945; seminarian
Rolando Rivi was martyred because he refused to remove his
cassock; he is among the first group approved by Pope Francis for
Beatification.

e Implementation of Ex corde ecclesiae in Taiwan
e New Directory for the Life and Ministry of Priests
e Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

e Study of the Catechism and / or theological study, especially the
works of Pope Benedict XVI

e Exorcists for each Diocese, or at least one for the country
e Nunciature reconstruction

e Cardinal Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes
of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, will come to
Taiwan from 7-16 April 2013
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