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CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE
MINUTES OF THE AUTUMN PLENARY ASSEMBLY 2013

Date: November 26-28, 2013 (Tuesday-Thursday)

Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Bldg. (39 An Ju St.,
Taan District, Taipei 10672)

Chairman: Most Rev. John Hung, SVD

Participants: Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin, Most
Rev. Philip Huang, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Most
Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Martin Su, Most Rev.
John Tseng (left earlier)

Guests: Msgr. Paul Russell, Fr. [van Santus

Secretary:  Fr. Otfried Chan

Procedure of Meeting:
A) Opening Prayer
B) Speech of Archbishop John Hung, President

C) Speech of Msgr. Paul Russell

e In the name of the Holy Father, Msgr. Paul Russell thanked
CRBC for having organized the “Year of Faith Closing
Celebration” and affirmed the success of the gathering.

e In 2014, the universal Church will focus on “family life”.
Pope Francis has already announced to convene the Third
Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on
the theme “Pastoral challenges of the family in the context
of evangelization”. Request the bishops to ensure that the
questionnaire prepared by the CRBC Secretariat in view of the
extraordinary Synod of bishops be discussed and answered by
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all the parishes.

e Msgr. Russell attended the “International Conference on
Immigration Policy” sponsored by the Ministry of the Interior,
the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
on November 19, 2013. At this conference, Mr. Lee Hong-
yuan, Minister of the Interior, announced that based on the
demography in Taiwan, the population will reach 23.6 million in
2025. But then it will decrease and the population in 2060 will
be 18.8 million. Within the next 20 year, Taiwan will become
- not only an aging — but an aged society. On the other hand,
the number of children born to families with a foreign spouse
is increasing. At present, there are 500,000 foreign spouses in
Taiwan with 400,000 children born of these foreign spouses.
Within the next six years, 2014-2020, 45% of children born in
Taiwan will be the offspring of foreign spouses. All this will
affect the number of Catholics in the local Church, the culture
and language background of the new faithful. Therefore,
the local Church needs to make timely adjustments in its
organization and pastoral evangelization methods. Unless there
is a sudden wave of mass conversions, the number of faithful in
the local Church will continuously decrease.

e Questions about the right to visit the sick, inheritance, to live
and deal with funeral arrangements is one thing. It has nothing
to do with the natural law instituting marriage. Thus, all
the more there is no reason to change or abolish the latter. A
person may have desires but it does not mean he has the right.
Different relationships cannot be dealt with the same legal
treatment and be protected by the law. Marriage is a covenant
of love between a man and a woman. They have the right and
responsibility of parenthood. It is not equal to two homosexuals
who have affection for each other. The emotion between two
homosexuals is not an issue that has to be dealt with the legal
system. Otherwise, marriage would be deprived of its nature
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as an institution charged specifically with the transmission of
life. Finally, Msgr. Russell hopes that just as there is a yearly
celebration of Taiwan Youth Day, there will also be a yearly
celebration of Taiwan Family Day to help the Catholics, and
even non-Catholics, to understand the importance of marriage
and families, and the meaning of its existence.

e Information and announcements:

a) The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura wrote a
letter to remind CRBC to issue a decree for cases to be heard by
a single judge and send a report to the Supreme Tribunal of the
Apostolic Signatura. It will take effect upon its approval.

b) The revised English version of the “Catholic Universities
Charter” Norms of Application in Taiwan has already been
reviewed. (Note: the translation of the English titles ‘chancellor’
and ‘vice-chancellor’ into Chinese would be ( " Z{ZEEE |
KM TFE EEE | ) meaning ‘Vatican supervisor’ and
‘President/President of the Board’ will be discussed during the
Spring Plenary Assembly)

¢) If any bishop or CRBC has a letter for the Pope, the original
copy should be sent to the Apostolic Nunciature in China, and
the Nunciature will transmit it to the Secretariat of State. In
addition, give a copy to the Nunciature.

d) Cardinal Turkson, President of the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace, spoke about the situation of the foreign
workers in Taiwan particularly about the law protecting the
rights of domestic workers to have a full rest day on Sundays.
He also mentioned that during the “International Labor
Organization” meeting on June 16, 2011, it was announced that
the basic right of domestic workers for a full rest day will be
ensured. He hopes that the Government of Taiwan will soon
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ratify this accord so that all the domestic workers can live in
dignity and be able to fulfill their religious obligations.

e) Cardinal Veglio, President of the Pontifical Council for the
Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples, informed
about the “2013 International Workshop on Strategies for
Combating Human Trafficking” held in Taipei. He hopes that
the Government of Taiwan will involve greatly to prevent
corruptions and to prosecute human trafficking criminals.

f) The Holy See thanks CRBC for its contributions.

g) CRBC has decided to “modify the limit of alienation of
Church property.” After deciding the new limit, it is necessary to
have the approval of the Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples. It will take effect only upon approval.

h) The Pontifical Missionary Society for the Propagation of the
Faith allocates an ordinary subsidy annually to each diocese.
The subsidy comes from the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
U.S.A. They need acknowledgement of receipt and a report on
how the funds are being used.

1) According to a recent requirement of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, all foreign missionaries who come to Taiwan should
first have a two-year missionary experience in his/her respective
country to be qualified to apply for a missionary visa here. If
a missionary uses a student visa to come to Taiwan, the person
can only come to Taiwan for studies. After studies, he/she needs
to exit Taiwan. This person cannot apply for any other kind of
visa here in Taiwan.

j) Antonio Maria Cardinal Veglio, President of the Pontifical
Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People,
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plans to come to Taiwan next year. Fortunately, Hsinchu
Diocese is going to host the National Eucharistic Congress. If
the itinerary allows, His Eminence can be requested to preside
the Mass for the Eucharistic Congress and join the festivities.

k) The Formosa Institute is organizing a lecture entitled “The
Brain and Gender Differences” by Professor Hong Lan on
December 14, 2013. Venue: 189 Section 2, Keelung Road, Taan
District.

D) Topics discussed

Proposition I: CRBC Secretariat

LA: Audit the 2014 Budget and 2014 Work Plan

I.B: CRBC and Fu Jen Catholic University exchange of
compensation for the
“Subdivision of Co-owned Property”

1(Ce Modify project for CRBC and Fu Jen Catholic University
properties

I.D: Synod of Bishops Extraordinary General Assembly
(2014.10.05-19) entitled:
Pastoral Challenges to the Family in the Context of
Evangelization

12E: CRBC Pastoral Letter for the Year 2014

LF: Progress report on the CRBC 2013 Spring Plenary
Assembly resolution to establish a Management
Information System for the Catholic Church

1.G: CRBC has decided to “modify the maximum amount of

the total value of its ecclesiastical properties”

Proposition II: Commission for Evangelization, Section for

Family

ILA:
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Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Chairman of the Episcopal
Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family, will
convene the representatives of the
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Section for Family from the different dioceses to draft
together a letter in the name of CRBC regarding issues
related to homosexuality.

1L.B: Support the proposed petitions of the “Taiwan Religious
Alliance to Protect the Family” in opposition to “same-
sex marriage” and “Alternative Family Formation Bill”

Proposition III: Commission for Sacred Liturgy

III.A: Under the current liturgical calendar of the Church
in Taiwan, for pastoral reasons, the celebration of
certain feasts have been moved to Sundays. The
Commission for Sacred Liturgy proposes that the
celebrations of these feasts be restored to their
original dates.

III.B: To approve the trial edition of “Regulations on
Lending and Using Churches”

Proposition IV:  Commission for Evangelization

IV.A: The dioceses are requested to send a letter to each
parish, asking them to organize, at least once a
year, an evangelizing activity in the neighborhood
through a joint Church and folk festivity or social
issue assembly, etc. The parish should give a report
to the diocese upon completion.

IV.B: Request to establish a “CRBC Public Relations
Office”

Proposition V:  Taipei Archdiocese
V.A: How to strengthen vocation efforts for the clergy,
religious sisters and members in the consecrated
life?

Varia:

1. Translation into Chinese of the “Norms for the Application of
the Apostolic Constitution “Ex Corde Ecclesiae” in Taiwan”
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2. Does CRBC need to give annual subsidy of NT$ 800,000 to
Radio Veritas Station?

Proposition I: CRBC Secretariat

I.A: CRBC Secretariat 2014 Budget

Explanation:
1. Audit the 2014 Budget and 2014 Work Plan
2. After discussion and approval by the Board of Directors,
present a report to the Ministry of the Interior.
Resolution: Approved.

I.B: Request for approval to modify the total amount of
CRBC properties

Explanation:
1. Fu Jen Catholic University will construct an affiliated
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hospital and need to purchase from Taiwan Taoyuan
Irrigation Association the land nos. 446-5 and 446-
8 which are located at Subsection 3 of Taishan
District, New Taipei City. These two parcels of land
are irrigation channels. According to the “Irrigation
Association Processing Property Guidelines”, the
land to be purchased must be adjoined to that of
the landlord’s (CRBC). Therefore, Fu Jen Catholic
University requested the Preparatory Team of Fu Jen
Catholic University Medical Hospital to process the
application in the name of CRBC. The two parcels of
land have already been purchased. (see attachment)

Fu Jen Catholic University bought these two parcels
of land in the name of CRBC for Twelve Million
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Seven Hundred Eighty Thousand Taiwan Dollars
(NT$12,780,000). On September 10, 2013, the
CRBC obtained the right of ownership to these two
parcels of land. When Fu Jen Catholic University
needs to build the hospital, the right of ownership
will be transferred to Fu Jen Catholic University.

3. Fu Jen Catholic University bought in the name of
CRBC two parcels of land nos. 446-5 and 446-8
which are located at Subsection 3 of Taishan District
with a total area of 142 square meters. The amount
NT$12,780,000 will be added to the total assets of
CRBC. The total assets of NT$451,306,666 is now
modified to NT$464,086,666. Apply for a change in
the registration of property. (see attachment)

4. Apply for a change in the registration of property.
Resolution: Approved.

I.C: CRBC and Fu Jen Catholic University modification of the
land exchange method

Explanation:
The CRBC already received an official document of approval
from the Ministry of the Interior dated March 31, 2010 with
Ref. No. 0990031968 stating that 11 pieces of land 450, 451,
452, 453, 454, 330, 331, 332, 333, 334-96, 334-108 located at
Subsection 3 of Taishan District, New Taipei City belonging
to CRBC will be gratuitously and permanently offered to Fu
Jen Catholic University. The CRBC wrote a letter on June 19,
2013 with Ref. No. 102028 to the Ministry of the Interior that
the above mentioned 11 pieces of land are subdivided into 16
pieces of land: 450, 450-2, 450-3, 451, 451-2, 452, 453, 454,
330, 331, 332, 333, 333-1, 334-96, 334-109, 334-108. The
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Ministry of the Interior wrote a letter of reply on July 5, 2013
with Ref. No. 1020251941 with regard to the subdivision of
co-owned properties exchange of real estates. The CRBC
will redraft during the Board of Directions meeting a concrete
implementation method for the land exchange issue.

1. Sell the land - - The CRBC agrees to sell the 5 pieces
of land 450-2, 451-2, 333-1, 334-109, 334-96 located
at Subsection 3 of Taishan District, New Taipei City
for NT $ 100 million to Fu Jen Catholic University for
the construction of the affiliated hospital. After CRBC
receives the NT $ 100 million, it will be used by CRBC to
construct the building of the seminary. After transferring
the right of ownership, CRBC has to register a reduced
amount in total assets at the Ministry of the Interior.

2. Subdivide co-owned properties - - Both parties will
exchange properties based on the value stipulated by the
government for the 11 pieces of land. If the exchange of
properties with Fu Jen Catholic University will be based on
the “subdivision of co-owned properties”, see attachment
for details.

3. Donation - - tentative plan for execution of exchange
for land no. 452 which is 9/10 of the total land located at
Subsection 3 of Taishan District, New Taipei City. The
land area is 1,597.5 square meters and land value is NT §
83,214,474 in 2013.

The decision will be presented in the next Board of Directors’
meeting. After approval, submit a report to the Ministry of the
Interior for examination.

Resolution: Approved. Tentative schedule: 12.4 - signing of contract,

12.5 — appraisal completed, 12.6 report submitted to the
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Ministry of the Interior for examination.

I.D: Synod of Bishops Extraordinary General Assembly
(2014.10.05-19) entitled: “Pastoral Challenges to the Family in the
Context of Evangelization

Archbishop Lorenzo Baldisseri, Secretary General of the Synod
of Bishops, wrote a letter: His Holiness Pope Francis will
convene next year the “ Third Synod of Bishops Extraordinary
General Assembly” (October 5-19, 2014). As a preparatory
plan for its theme on the “Pastoral challenges of the family
in the context of evangelization”, attached is a questionnaire
with 9 questions (see appendix) to prepare the Instrumentum
Laboris. Request each bishop to bring it to his diocese, let the
deaneries/parishes discuss it comprehensively, gather opinions,
understand the current situation, and give conclusions/answers.
A synthesis will be made before January 31, 2014 and
submitted to the Holy See.

In order to prepare the questionnaire for next year, a Chinese
translation will be given to the bishops during the Autumn
Plenary Assembly. It is not a survey of the public opinion, but
it is to help the Holy See to understand the pastoral problems/
evangelization in the local Church. Therefore, the bishops and
priests are requested not to publicize the questionnaire and
answers nor put them in the internet media. This is to avoid
public misunderstanding of the purpose of the questionnaire,
create pressure or greater distress to the Church.

His Holiness Pope Francis will convene the next Ordinary
General Assembly in 2015 to commemorate the 50th

anniversary of the establishment of the Synod of Bishops.

I.E: CRBC Pastoral Letter for the Year 2014
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Explanation:
The purpose of the Year of Faith was to profess the faith — to
transmit the faith. In deciding the theme, content and purpose
of the 2014 CRBC pastoral letter it could be helpful to reflect
upon the Closing Ceremony of the Year of Faith and determine
whether the response of the priests and the faithful was
enthusiastic or not.

Resolution:

Theme is “Year of the Family”. Request Fr. Louis Aldrich,
SJ, to draft the pastoral letter.

I.F: Progress report on the CRBC 2013 Spring Plenary Assembly
resolution to establish a Management Information System for the
Catholic Church.

Explanation:

I

To reaffirm the importance and urgency of setting up
the “Management Information System for the Catholic
Church” for the linking of basic data between parishes
and dioceses. During the 2013 CRBC Autumn Plenary
Assembly it was proposed that a specific software
prototype be recommended, with its use, operation, and
management system. When all these aspects are properly
set up, then the management information system can be
officially promoted.

2. The first meeting of the “MIS for the Catholic Church” was
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convened on April 22, 2013. The focus of the meeting
was to explain the importance and necessity of setting up
the “MIS for the Catholic Church,” and to introduce the
operating instructions and response platform.

The second meeting of the “MIS for the Catholic
Church” was convened on June 24, 2013. This meeting
dealt with the promotion of the “MIS for the Catholic
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Church”, its setup and security considerations, as well as
a comprehensive discussion on “use permissions” in the
dioceses and parishes. Details are in outline form below:

a. It is necessary to create “control mechanisms” to prevent
database leakage:

- With regard to database maintenance, encryption,
modification etc. there should be detailed instructions
such as: basic functions of the software, required
limits, steps and processes, changes in procedure, other
important matters, etc.

- There is a need to indicate details of turnover of
office: new staff, outgoing staff, modification in job
descriptions etc. and changes in their passwords
(authorization code).

- The CRBC also has a set of complete databases of the
seven dioceses. There is also a need to set up “flow
control mechanisms across dioceses”. Ex.: when a
bishop of a certain diocese wants to search on the
instruction program of a parish in another diocese. The
drafting of the database system (on permissions, rights
and limitations) will be done during the next meeting.
It is requested that the bishops decide on this matter in
their November CRBC meeting.

- The database system (on permissions, rights and
limitations) will be discussed in the next meeting.
Refer to the 2003 forms (outline).

b. Discussion on Personal Information Protection Act

- Since some dioceses have implementation problems,
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the Hsinchu Diocese is thus commissioned to provide
a reference model of a “Confidentiality Consent Form”
for staff, volunteers and the faithful. Each diocese may
use this model as reference and modify it to become the
“Confidentiality Consent Form” of the diocese.

4. The third meeting of the “MIS for the Catholic Church”

was convened on September 9, 2013:

- With regard to “MIS for the Catholic Church”: 1) A
progress report of each diocese was presented 2)
The contents of the manual were discussed (including
permissions etc.). The programmer, Mr. Chang, was
requested to discuss first the framework and then
conduct detailed discussions at the meeting.

Progress report:

1. Taipei Archdiocese: Taipei Archdiocese: Twenty parishes

already submitted their Sacramental Records files; thirteen
parishes are still in the process of doing so. The parishes
do not have monthly reports.

2. Taichung Diocese: When the various functions and
operational interface of this system are completed and after
they have been well tested (or tried by priests), this diocese
will schedule a follow-up promotion of this system to all
the parishes.

3. Chiayi Diocese: It has gradually transferred the files of
six parishes such as Talin, Touliu, Lunbei etc. The archive
formats of the parishes are not the same: some use Word;
others use Excel. The files are one by one given to Mr.
Chang to reformat.
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4. Tainan Diocese: 39 parishes should input their four
Sacramental Records. Currently, only 8 parishes are doing
so, while the rest of the parishes are still in the process.
No parish has completed the process. Also, the 39 parishes
should do a monthly report. Currently, 11 parishes are
doing so, while the rest are still in the process.

5. Kaohsiung Diocese: First stage: The four sacramental
records of all the parishes (Baptism, Confirmation,
Marriage and Death) are already in electronic files and are
now being linked to the CRBC database. As of September
6, 2013, the four sacramental records of 20 parishes have
been completed.

6. Hualien Diocese: The diocese has already finished the
eighth session. Currently, each parish continues to input
the four Sacramental Records. The situation and progress
of each parish varies. Only three parishes have completed
and presented their files.

7. Hsinchu Diocese: Right now, it has completed between 20-
30 parishes.

Permission Level of Database: (It is requested that the bishops
decide on the following draft during their November
CRBC general assembly.)

1. Each diocese will have an alphanumeric password. A priest
can only search information on the parish for which he is
responsible. Searching for information outside his own
parish will only show the parish to which a specific lay
person belongs.

2. Due to the demands of his work, a priest may delegate
authority to a lay person to have access to the database
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using his password.

3. When a parish priest is transferred, the new parish priest
should immediately inform the promotion team of the “MIS
for the Catholic Church” so that they could give him an
alphanumeric password.

4. The permission setting for each diocesan bishop is similar
to a system administrator who can see all the information
about the diocese.

5. The system will allow online functions such as “search,
add, modify, and print.” A “delete” function will not be an
option.

6. The electronic files of the four Sacramental Records
currently do not include parental data. Each bishop may
decide if this information should be included.

7. It is requested that, during their plenary assembly, the
bishops reflect on the issues of membership record
transfers and parishioners’ immigration and emigration.

8. Additional functions: Baptismal Certificates, Confirmation
Certificates, Marriage Certificates, Roman Catholic ID
Cards, Catholic Family ID Cards etc. Mr. Chang will
present the progress report of each diocese and explain the
functions of the system.

Tentative schedule for next meeting is on Monday, December
9, 2013. The resolution of CRBC and follow up promotion
guidelines will be presented during the meeting.

Resolution: Continue to study and present a report in 2014 CRBC
Spring Plenary Assembly.
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I.G: CRBC has decided to “modify the maximum amount of the
total value of its ecclesiastical properties”

Explanation: The Provincial Superior of the Society of the Divine
Word had written a letter to inquire about the “limit of
competence for alienation of ecclesiastical properties”
decided by CRBC (see Code of Canon Law #1291,
1-2). In 1991, CRBC decided that any property amount
more than US$1,000,000 (about NT$ 33,000,000) would
require a written request to the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples and subsequent approval (see
appendix). After 22 years, the maximum amount could
be raised to US$5,000,000.00 (NT$165,000,000.00).

Resolution: Approved; CRBC will write to the Holy See.

Proposition II: Commission for Evangelization, Section for
Family

II.LA:Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Chairman of the Episcopal
Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family, will
convene the representatives of the Section for Family from
the different dioceses to draft together a letter in the name
of CRBC regarding issues related to homosexuality.

Explanation:
1. During the meeting of the diocesan Commission/Section
for Family on September 28, 2013, the representatives
discussed together related issues. They believe that the
pastoral evangelization and active care of the Catholic
Church towards homosexuals is imperative. (See appendix
on “homosexual movement” the latest news report)

2. Resolution during the meeting: Hope that Bp. John
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Baptist Lee, Chairman of the CRBC Section for Family,
will convene the meeting. Each diocese will send a
representative of their Commission/Section for Family.
After consulting homosexual-related information, everyone
will draft together a letter dealing with the homosexuals
on behalf of the CRBC so that the Catholic Church in
Taiwan will have a common stand of the pastoral care and
evangelization towards homosexuals.

Means:

1. CRBC Section for Family will provide information related
to homosexuality to the representatives from each diocesan
Commission/Section for Family. Most Rev. John Baptist
Lee will convene the diocesan representatives to discuss and
develop the content of the letter.

2. After writing the draft, the CRBC Section for Family will
finalize it and present it during the CRBC Spring Plenary
Assembly for the bishops to discuss and amend. After
approval, it shall be immediately publicized.

Resolution: Since the theme of the 2014 Pastoral Letter is on Family,
Fr. Louis Aldrich is requested to write the draft (see CRBC
Secretariat proposal E). Thus, the Most Rev. John Baptist
Lee does not need to convene diocesan representatives to
discuss and draft the content of the letter.

II.B: Support the proposed petitions of the “Taiwan Religious
Alliance to Love and Protect the Family” in opposition to
“same-sex marriage” and the “alternative family formation
bill”.

Explanation:
1. Ms. Yu Mei-Nu, a lawmaker, proposed an amendment
to the Civil Code. In the Article 972: “An agreement
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to marry shall be made by the male and the female
parties in their own concord”, Ms. Yu wants to change
the “male and female parties” into “two parties” to
legalize same-sex marriage. Currently, the bill has
passed the first reading and is expected in the next
session to enter the second reading stage of the review.

. Another proposition led by Atty. Xu Xiuwen called

“Taiwan Rights and Interests of Partners Promotion
Alliance” (For short: Partners’ Alliance) promotes
the draft of an “Alternative Family Formation” to
Civil Code amendment. The draft indicates four
characteristics: “same-sex marriage, partnership
system, multiple family members, and adoption
system”. She also plans to send the bill to the
Legislative Yuan.

. The Fu Jen University St. Robert Bellarmine Faculty
of Theology has been concerned about these related
issues for a long time and actually participated several
times in activities expressing opposition. This year,
they will work harder to collaborate with the different
religious groups in Taiwan to form the “Taiwan
Religious Alliance to Love and Protect the Family”.
It is hoped that with cooperation from all sectors
a change in the family structure, which influences
children to grow and develop in normal relationships
between the two sexes and boosts the stability and
progress of the Taiwan society, will be avoided.

. In order that various organizations can show their
mutual care for healthy family units and Taiwan’s
well-being, different religious groups in Taiwan will
join together to form the “Taiwan Religious Alliance
to Love and Protect the Family”. At present, in
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order to oppose same-sex marriage and “Alternative
Family Formation Bill”, in addition to individually-
signed petitions, group-signed petitions from joint
organizations are also expected. The names of the
organizations and groups that submit petitions will
be announced on the website so that the public will
understand and support these groups willing to stand
up to protect the family.

1. Go to the “Taiwan Religious Alliance to Love and
Protect the Family” official website: taiwanfamily.
com. Download the group petition form. Along with
the completed form, attach a copy of the group’s
registration with the government affixed with official
seals (as proof to support the ‘Protect the Family’ joint
petition activity). Please reply by choosing one of
these 3 ways:
a. Post: 24299 Hsinchuang, P.O. Box 6-84
b. Fax: (02) 2907-6972

c. E-mail: after scanning, send to taiwanmarriage@
gmail.com

Resolution: Approved.
Proposition III: Commission for Sacred Liturgy

III.A: Under the current liturgical calendar of the Church
in Taiwan, for pastoral reasons, the celebrations of
certain feasts have been moved to Sundays. The
Commission for Sacred Liturgy proposes that the
celebrations of these feasts be restored to their
original dates.

Explanation:
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1. For pastoral reasons, the local Church in Taiwan has
moved the celebrations of certain feasts to Sundays
so that the faithful can actively participate at a more
convenient time. However, it appears that the results
created by this measure are: The celebrations of these
feasts on Sundays have become “supplementary” or
“for convenience” only. Even worse, many Catholics
lack an awareness of these feasts in their lives and lack
enthusiasm in their belief.

2. At the same time, moving certain fests to Sundays also
causes some problems in religious communities. Many
religious communities follow the designated feast days
celebrated by the universal Church when praying the
Divine Office or saying the Mass. Thus, the change
in feast days by the local Church creates confusion
between the universal and the local Church.

3. Therefore, the CRBC Commission for Liturgy suggests
that while taking into consideration pastoral needs,
these feast days gradually be restored to their
designated feast days.

Means:

1. In the Liturgical Calendar of the Catholic Church
(ORDO), the feasts that can be celebrated during
their feast days itself or on Sundays are: Solemnity
of the Epiphany of Our Lord, Solemnity of the Lord’s
Ascension and the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of
Christ.

2. In the local Church in Taiwan, feast day celebrations
that are moved to Sunday include: The Solemnity
of Sts. Peter and Paul (feast day is June 29), The
Solemnity of St. Zhao Rong and Companion, Martyrs
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of China (feast day is July 9), and The Solemnity of
the Assumption of Mary (feast day is August 15).

While taking into consideration pastoral needs,
restore the celebration of the “Solemnity of the
Assumption of Mary” and the “Solemnity of Sts.
Peter and Paul” to their designated feast days.

. Parishes are encouraged to give importance to these

feasts. In addition, they can take this opportunity to
strengthen the catechesis on the “liturgical year” and
learn about liturgical spirituality. Moreover, parishes
can try to meet the pastoral needs of the faithful by
adjusting the time for Mass celebration in order to
facilitate more active participation by the faithful.

Resolution: Postpone moving back to weekdays, strengthen

catechism, and refer to Means 4.

III.B: To approve the trial edition of “Regulations on

Lending and Using Churches”

Explanation:

I

P

In view of the needs of the seven dioceses of Taiwan,
the Commission for Sacred Liturgy was requested
to write the “Regulations on Lending and Using
Churches.”

These regulations were written based on the situation
of the local Church as well as on the rules and
practices of the universal Church.

. It is suggested that these regulations be promulgated

as an “experimental version.” After using the
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regulations for a period of time, a more comprehensive
revision, based on the concrete implementation
conditions, will be made.

Means: See appendix: “Regulations on Lending and Using
Churches”

Resolution: Approved.
Proposition IV: Commission for Evangelization

IV.A: The dioceses are requested to send a letter to each
parish, asking them to organize, at least once a year,
an evangelizing activity in the neighborhood through
a joint Church and folk festivity or social issue
assembly, etc. The parish should give a report to the
diocese upon completion.

Explanation:

To encourage each parish to have a working relationship
with the people and to actively evangelize, each diocese is
requested to assist the parishes to organize, at least once
a year, an evangelizing activity with the collaboration of
the neighborhood. Each parish will then give a report
to the diocese, which will choose five reports to send to
the CRBC Commission for Evangelization. The reports
will serve as a yearly evangelization report and will show
evidence of evangelization, through which support and
results can be observed.

Resolution: Agreed and approved.

IV.B: Request to establish a “CRBC Public Relations
Office”
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Explanation:

In order to increase the Catholic Church’s visibility in
Taiwan’s society, the establishment of a Public Relations
Office at the CRBC is requested. This office can provide
news coverage to Radio Veritas, Catholic Weekly, Voice
of the Catholic Church, Kuangchi Program Service,
Church media organizations and organizational links, etc.
It can maintain contact with the media and strengthen the
public relations efforts of the Church.

Resolution:

Approved. Fr. Otfried Chan, CRBC Secretary General,
and Ms. Lai-Yi Cheng, Commission for Evangelization
Executive Secretary, will both study the details and
will present a report during the 2014 Spring Plenary
Assembly.

Proposition V: Taipei Archdiocese

V.A: How to strengthen vocation efforts for the clergy,

religious sisters and members in the consecrated life?

Explanation:

Means:

The Church in Taiwan seriously lacks vocations. There
is a need to coordinate all vocation efforts geared toward
both the quality and quantity of local vocations. It is
hoped that one day missionaries can be sent to other
countries in need, or to serve Churches with Chinese-
speaking members.

1. Re-emphasis that parish priests should wear their
ecclesiastical garb, clerical attire or other religious
symbols before and after Mass.
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2. Request the religious sisters serving at the Taiwan
Catholic Regional Seminary to go to parishes to
assist in the training of altar servers. All dioceses and
parishes must give proper formation to altar servers.
Let the youth sit closer to the altar; reserve seats for
those who have never been altar servers.

3. Catholic families are encouraged to invite more often
the clergy, religious sisters and members in the
consecrated life as guests to their homes so that their
children can be closer to them and get to know them
and their work.

4. Establish, organize and empower active membership in
a Vocation Team to recruit vocations, give formation,
provide contacts, show concern etc. Include regular
follow-up and reports on the progress of possible
candidates.

5. Organize diocesan “Deanery Vocation Support
Meetings” and “Parish Vocation Teams”. The
International Vocations Assembly will assist in
mobilization and organization, and the discussion of
issues and periodic reporting.

Resolution: Agreed and approved.

VARIA:

1. Translation into Chinese of “Norms for the Application
of the Apostolic Constitution ‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in
Taiwan”

Explanation:
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Before the Chinese translation of the “Norms for the
Application of the Apostolic Constitution ‘Ex Corde
Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan” can be put into effect, it is necessary
to have the official approval of the CRBC. During the
7th meeting of Fu Jen University 18th Board of Directors,
however, in the English edition Art. 4: 1 and 5 of “Norms
for the Application of the Apostolic Constitution ‘Ex
Corde Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan”, the terms “chancellor” and

“vice-chancellor” are translated into Chinese as “&
£" (meaning President) and “BIfX&" (meaning Vice
President). It is not certain if the meaning of the translation
is accurate. The Chinese translation of important positions
requires confirmation.

Resolution: Approved after the necessary changes are done.

2. Does CRBC need to give annual subsidy of NT$ 800,000

to Radio Veritas Station?

Explanation:

During the 2011 CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly when
reporting about the budget (prior to the completion of the
CRBC new office building), the bishops agreed to continue
giving Radio Veritas Station a subsidy in the amount of
NT$800,000. However, Radio Veritas Station also promised
to make efforts to be self-supportive. At present, Radio
Veritas Station still needs a subsidy.

Resolution: Agreed and approved.

Meetings:

1. Bishops and Religious Superiors Joint Meeting
Bishops and Religious Superiors Joint Meeting (and 2014
Spring Standing Committee Meeting on the same day)
Date (tentative): 2014.03.31 (Mon.), 10:00 am ~ 2:30 pm
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Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building 1/F

2. Visit to Taiwan of Antonio Maria Cardinal Veglio, President
of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and
Itinerant People
Date (tentative): August 21-23, 2014 (after Cardinal Veglio
replies, an announcement will be made on or before the
Spring Plenary Assembly)

3. 2014 Spring Standing Committee Meeting
Date: 2014.03.31 (Mon) 3:00 pm
Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building 4/F

4. 2014 Spring Plenary Assembly

Date: 2014.04.21-25 (Mon.—Fri.)
Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building
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MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 22nd WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2014
Faith and Charity: “We Ought to Lay Down Qur Lives for One
Another” (1 Jn 3:16)

ear Brothers and Sisters,

1. On the occasion of the Twenty-second World Day of the Sick,
whose theme this year is Faith and Charity: “We Ought to Lay Down
Our Lives for One Another” (1 Jn 3:16), I turn in a special way to the
sick and all those who provide them with assistance and care. The
Church recognizes in you, the sick, a special presence of the suffering
Christ. It is true. At the side of — and indeed within — our suffering,
is the suffering of Christ; he bears its burden with us and he reveals
its meaning. When the Son of God mounted the cross, he destroyed
the solitude of suffering and illuminated its darkness. We thus find
ourselves before the mystery of God’s love for us, which gives us
hope and courage: hope, because in the plan of God’s love even the
night of pain yields to the light of Easter, and courage, which enables
us to confront every hardship in his company, in union with him.

2. The incarnate Son of God did not remove illness and suffering from
human experience but by taking them upon himself he transformed
them and gave them new meaning. New meaning because they no
longer have the last word which, instead, is new and abundant life;
transformed them, because in union with Christ they need no longer
be negative but positive. Jesus is the way, and with his Spirit we can
follow him. Just as the Father gave us the Son out of love, and the
Son gave himself to us out of the same love, so we too can love others
as God has loved us, giving our lives for one another. Faith in God
becomes goodness, faith in the crucified Christ becomes the strength
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to love to the end, even our enemies. The proof of authentic faith in
Christ is self-giving and the spreading of love for our neighbours,
especially for those who do not merit it, for the suffering and for the
marginalized.

3. By virtue of Baptism and Confirmation we are called to conform
ourselves to Christ, who is the Good Samaritan for all who suffer. “We
know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another” (1 Jn 3:16). When we draw near
with tender love to those in need of care, we bring hope and God’s
smile to the contradictions of the world. When generous devotion to
others becomes the hallmark of our actions, we give way to the Heart
of Christ and bask in its warmth, and thus contribute to the coming of
God’s Kingdom.

4. To grow in tender love, and a respectful and sensitive charity, we
have a sure Christian model to contemplate: Mary, the Mother of
Jesus and our Mother, who is always attentive to the voice of God
and the needs and troubles of her children. Mary, impelled by God’s
mercy which took flesh within her, selflessly hastened from Galilee to
Judea to find and help her kinswoman Elizabeth. She interceded with
her Son at the wedding feast of Cana when she saw that there was a
shortage of wine. She bore in her heart, throughout the pilgrimage of
her life, the words of the elderly Simeon who foretold that a sword
would pierce her soul, and with persevering strength she stood at the
foot of the cross of Jesus. She knows the way, and for this reason she
is the Mother of all of the sick and suffering. To her we can turn with
confidence and filial devotion, certain that she will help us, support
us and not abandon us. She is the Mother of the crucified and risen
Christ: she stands beside our crosses and she accompanies us on the
journey towards the resurrection and the fullness of life.
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5. Saint John, the disciple who stood with Mary beneath the cross,
brings us to the sources of faith and charity, to the heart of the God
who “is love” (1 Jn 4:8,16). He reminds us that we cannot love God
if we do not love our brothers and sisters. Those who stand with
Mary beneath the cross learn to love as Jesus does. The cross is “the
certainty of the faithful love which God has for us. A love so great
that it enters into our sin and forgives it, enters into our suffering and
gives us the strength to bear it. It is a love which enters into death to
conquer it and to save us... the cross of Christ invites us also to allow
ourselves to be smitten by his love, teaching us always to look upon
others with mercy and tenderness, especially those who suffer, who
are in need of help” (Way of the Cross with Young People, Rio de
Janeiro, 26 July 2013).

I entrust this Twenty-second World Day of the Sick to the intercession
of Mary. I ask her to help the sick to bear their sufferings in fellowship
with Jesus Christ and to support all those who care for them. To all the
ill, and to all the health-care workers and volunteers who assist them, I
cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 6 December 2013
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LENTEN MESSAGE
OF OUR HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 2014
He became poor,
so that by his poverty you might become rich
(cf. 2 Cor 8:9)

ear Brothers and Sisters,

As Lent draws near, | would like to offer some helpful thoughts
on our path of conversion as individuals and as a community. These
insights are inspired by the words of Saint Paul: “For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich”
(2 Cor 8:9). The Apostle was writing to the Christians of Corinth to
encourage them to be generous in helping the faithful in Jerusalem
who were in need. What do these words of Saint Paul mean for
us Christians today? What does this invitation to poverty, a life of
evangelical poverty, mean for us today?

1. Christ’s grace

First of all, it shows us how God works. He does not reveal himself
cloaked in worldly power and wealth but rather in weakness and
poverty: “though He was rich, yet for your sake he became poor ...”.
Christ, the eternal Son of God, one with the Father in power and
glory, chose to be poor; he came amongst us and drew near to each
of us; he set aside his glory and emptied himself so that he could be
like us in all things (cf. Phil 2:7; Heb 4:15). God’s becoming man is
a great mystery! But the reason for all this is his love, a love which is
grace, generosity, a desire to draw near, a love which does not hesitate
to offer itself in sacrifice for the beloved. Charity, love, is sharing
with the one we love in all things. Love makes us similar, it creates
equality, it breaks down walls and eliminates distances. God did this
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with us. Indeed, Jesus «worked with human hands, thought with a
human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a human heart.
Born of the Virgin Mary, he truly became one of us, like us in all
things except sin.» (Gaudium et Spes, 22).

By making himself poor, Jesus did not seek poverty for its own sake
but, as Saint Paul says “that by his poverty you might become rich’.
This is no mere play on words or a catch phrase. Rather, it sums up
God’s logic, the logic of love, the logic of the incarnation and the
cross. God did not let our salvation drop down from heaven, like
someone who gives alms from their abundance out of a sense of
altruism and piety. Christ’s love is different! When Jesus stepped into
the waters of the Jordan and was baptized by John the Baptist, he did
so not because he was in need of repentance, or conversion; he did
it to be among people who need forgiveness, among us sinners, and
to take upon himself the burden of our sins. In this way he chose to
comfort us, to save us, to free us from our misery. It is striking that the
Apostle states that we were set free, not by Christ’s riches but by his
poverty. Yet Saint Paul is well aware of the “the unsearchable riches
of Christ” (Eph 3:8), that he is «heir of all things» (Heb 1:2).

So what is this poverty by which Christ frees us and enriches us? It is
his way of loving us, his way of being our neighbour, just as the Good
Samaritan was neighbour to the man left half dead by the side of the
road (cf. Lk 10:25ff). What gives us true freedom, true salvation and
true happiness is the compassion, tenderness and solidarity of his love.
Christ’s poverty which enriches us is his taking flesh and bearing our
weaknesses and sins as an expression of God’s infinite mercy to us.
Christ’s poverty is the greatest treasure of all: Jesus’ wealth is that
of his boundless confidence in God the Father, his constant trust, his
desire always and only to do the Father’s will and give glory to him.
Jesus is rich in the same way as a child who feels loved and who loves
its parents, without doubting their love and tenderness for an instant.
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Jesus’ wealth lies in his being the Son; his unique relationship with
the Father is the sovereign prerogative of this Messiah who is poor.
When Jesus asks us to take up his “yoke which is easy”, he asks us
to be enriched by his “poverty which is rich” and his “richness which
is poor”, to share his filial and fraternal Spirit, to become sons and
daughters in the Son, brothers and sisters in the firstborn brother
(cf. Rom 8:29).

It has been said that the only real regret lies in not being a saint (L.
Bloy); we could also say that there is only one real kind of poverty:
not living as children of God and brothers and sisters of Christ.

2. Our witness

We might think that this “way” of poverty was Jesus’ way, whereas we
who come after him can save the world with the right kind of human
resources. This is not the case. In every time and place God continues
to save mankind and the world through the poverty of Christ, who
makes himself poor in the sacraments, in his word and in his Church,
which is a people of the poor. God’s wealth passes not through our
wealth, but invariably and exclusively through our personal and
communal poverty, enlivened by the Spirit of Christ.

In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the
poverty of our brothers and sisters, to touch it, to make it our own
and to take practical steps to alleviate it. Destitution is not the same
as poverty: destitution is poverty without faith, without support,
without hope. There are three types of destitution: material, moral and
spiritual. Material destitution is what is normally called poverty, and
affects those living in conditions opposed to human dignity: those
who lack basic rights and needs such as food, water, hygiene, work
and the opportunity to develop and grow culturally. In response to this
destitution, the Church offers her help, her diakonia, in meeting these
needs and binding these wounds which disfigure the face of humanity.
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In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by loving and helping the
poor, we love and serve Christ. Our efforts are also directed to ending
violations of human dignity, discrimination and abuse in the world,
for these are so often the cause of destitution. When power, luxury
and money become idols, they take priority over the need for a fair
distribution of wealth. Our consciences thus need to be converted to
justice, equality, simplicity and sharing.

No less a concern is moral destitution, which consists in slavery to
vice and sin. How much pain is caused in families because one of
their members — often a young person - is in thrall to alcohol, drugs,
gambling or pornography! How many people no longer see meaning
in life or prospects for the future, how many have lost hope! And how
many are plunged into this destitution by unjust social conditions, by
unemployment, which takes away their dignity as breadwinners, and
by lack of equal access to education and health care. In such cases,
moral destitution can be considered impending suicide. This type of
destitution, which also causes financial ruin, is invariably linked to
the spiritual destitution which we experience when we turn away from
God and reject his love. If we think we don’t need God who reaches
out to us through Christ, because we believe we can make do on our
own, we are headed for a fall. God alone can truly save and free us.

The Gospel is the real antidote to spiritual destitution: wherever we
go, we are called as Christians to proclaim the liberating news that
forgiveness for sins committed is possible, that God is greater than our
sinfulness, that he freely loves us at all times and that we were made
for communion and eternal life. The Lord asks us to be joyous heralds
of this message of mercy and hope! It is thrilling to experience the
joy of spreading this good news, sharing the treasure entrusted to us,
consoling broken hearts and offering hope to our brothers and sisters
experiencing darkness. It means following and imitating Jesus, who
sought out the poor and sinners as a shepherd lovingly seeks his lost
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sheep. In union with Jesus, we can courageously open up new paths of
evangelization and human promotion.

Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lenten season find the whole
Church ready to bear witness to all those who live in material, moral
and spiritual destitution the Gospel message of the merciful love
of God our Father, who is ready to embrace everyone in Christ. We
can do this to the extent that we imitate Christ who became poor
and enriched us by his poverty. Lent is a fitting time for self-denial;
we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order to
help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not forget that real
poverty hurts: no self-denial is real without this dimension of penance.
I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not hurt.

May the Holy Spirit, through whom we are “as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything” (2
Cor 6:10), sustain us in our resolutions and increase our concern and
responsibility for human destitution, so that we can become merciful
and act with mercy. In expressing this hope, I likewise pray that each
individual member of the faithful and every Church community will
undertake a fruitful Lenten journey. I ask all of you to pray for me.
May the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you safe.

From the Vatican, 26 December 2013
Feast of Saint Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr

2013,/No. 334



® 17 AT
® 1T A
ES

T -
Fo&:

== =
==h

g =

Website

Email

BN Rl AT

g

1 201443H

Hi hix H 24

P MBEIEAREA B ETHE
LA

P EHREWERR

#t, HE -

10672 5dth % /= 39 5%

19700247
MEEARERZGEMEEHE
(02) 2732-6602
(02) 2732-8603

: www.catholic.org.tw

: bishconf@catholic.org.tw

F BRBRATA

(02) 2302-6442

HMERER - RREEH80475:

HEFHHE I FE 15255 HBE LA




