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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE

1 JANUARY 2015

NO LONGER SLAVES,
BUT BROTHERS AND SISTERS

1. At the beginning of this New Year, which we welcome as God’s gracious gift
to all humanity, I offer heartfelt wishes of peace to every man and woman, to
all the world’s peoples and nations, to heads of state and government, and to
religious leaders. In doing so, I pray for an end to wars, conflicts and the great
suffering caused by human agency, by epidemics past and present, and by the
devastation wrought by natural disasters. I pray especially that, on the basis of
our common calling to cooperate with God and all people of good will for the
advancement of harmony and peace in the world, we may resist the temptation
to act in a manner unworthy of our humanity.

In my Message for Peace last year, I spoke of “the desire for a full life... which
includes a longing for fraternity which draws us to fellowship with others and
enables us to see them not as enemies or rivals, but as brothers and sisters to
be accepted and embraced”.[1] Since we are by nature relational beings, meant
to find fulfilment through interpersonal relationships inspired by justice and
love, it is fundamental for our human development that our dignity, freedom
and autonomy be acknowledged and respected. Tragically, the growing scourge
of man’s exploitation by man gravely damages the life of communion and our
calling to forge interpersonal relations marked by respect, justice and love. This
abominable phenomenon, which leads to contempt for the fundamental rights of
others and to the suppression of their freedom and dignity, takes many forms. I
would like briefly to consider these, so that, in the light of God’s word, we can
consider all men and women “no longer slaves, but brothers and sisters”.

Listening to God’s plan for humanity
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2. The theme I have chosen for this year’s message is drawn from Saint
Paul’s letter to Philemon, in which the Apostle asks his co-worker to welcome
Onesimus, formerly Philemon’s slave, now a Christian and, therefore, according
to Paul, worthy of being considered a brother. The Apostle of the Gentiles
writes: “Perhaps this is why he was parted from you for a while, that you
might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a
beloved brother” (vv. 15-16). Onesimus became Philemon’s brother when he
became a Christian. Conversion to Christ, the beginning of a life lived Christian
discipleship, thus constitutes a new birth (cf. 2 Cor 5:17; 1 Pet 1:3) which
generates fraternity as the fundamental bond of family life and the basis of life in
society.

In the Book of Genesis (cf. 1:27-28), we read that God made man male and
female, and blessed them so that they could increase and multiply. He made
Adam and Eve parents who, in response to God’s command to be fruitful and
multiply, brought about the first fraternity, that of Cain and Abel. Cain and Abel
were brothers because they came forth from the same womb. Consequently they
had the same origin, nature and dignity as their parents, who were created in the
image and likeness of God.

But fraternity also embraces variety and differences between brothers and sisters,
even though they are linked by birth and are of the same nature and dignity. As
brothers and sisters, therefore, all people are in relation with others, from whom
they differ, but with whom they share the same origin, nature and dignity. In this
way, fraternity constitutes the network of relations essential for the building of
the human family created by God.

Tragically, between the first creation recounted in the Book of Genesis and the
new birth in Christ whereby believers become brothers and sisters of the “first-
born among many brethren” (Rom 8:29), there is the negative reality of sin,
which often disrupts human fraternity and constantly disfigures the beauty and
nobility of our being brothers and sisters in the one human family. It was not
only that Cain could not stand Abel; he killed him out of envy and, in so doing,
committed the first fratricide. “Cain’s murder of Abel bears tragic witness to his

2014,No. 338



radical rejection of their vocation to be brothers. Their story (cf. Gen 4:1-16)
brings out the difficult task to which all men and women are called, to live as
one, each taking care of the other”.[2]

This was also the case with Noah and his children (cf. Gen 9:18-27). Ham’s
disrespect for his father Noah drove Noah to curse his insolent son and to bless
the others, those who honoured him. This created an inequality between brothers
born of the same womb.

In the account of the origins of the human family, the sin of estrangement from
God, from the father figure and from the brother, becomes an expression of the
refusal of communion. It gives rise to a culture of enslavement (cf. Gen 9:25-
27), with all its consequences extending from generation to generation: rejection
of others, their mistreatment, violations of their dignity and fundamental rights,
and institutionalized inequality. Hence, the need for constant conversion to the
Covenant, fulfilled by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, in the confidence that “where
sin increased, grace abounded all the more... through Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:20-
21). Christ, the beloved Son (cf. Mt 3:17), came to reveal the Father’s love for
humanity. Whoever hears the Gospel and responds to the call to conversion
becomes Jesus’ “brother, sister and mother” (Mt 12:50), and thus an adopted son
of his Father (cf. Eph 1:5).

One does not become a Christian, a child of the Father and a brother or sister
in Christ, as the result of an authoritative divine decree, without the exercise of
personal freedom: in a word, without being freely converted to Christ. Becoming
a child of God is necessarily linked to conversion: “Repent, and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). All those who
responded in faith and with their lives to Peter’s preaching entered into the
fraternity of the first Christian community (cf. 1 Pet 2:17; Acts 1:15-16, 6:3,
15:23): Jews and Greeks, slaves and free (cf. 1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:28). Differing
origins and social status did not diminish anyone’s dignity or exclude anyone
from belonging to the People of God. The Christian community is thus a place of
communion lived in the love shared among brothers and sisters (cf. Rom 12:10;
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1 Thess 4:9; Heb 13:1; 1 Pet 1:22; 2 Pet 1:7).

All of this shows how the Good News of Jesus Christ, in whom God makes “all
things new” (Rev 21:5),[3] is also capable of redeeming human relationships,
including those between slaves and masters, by shedding light on what both
have in common: adoptive sonship and the bond of brotherhood in Christ. Jesus
himself said to his disciples: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you” (Jn 15:15).

The many faces of slavery yesterday and today

3. From time immemorial, different societies have known the phenomenon of
man’s subjugation by man. There have been periods of human history in which
the institution of slavery was generally accepted and regulated by law. This
legislation dictated who was born free and who was born into slavery, as well
as the conditions whereby a freeborn person could lose his or her freedom or
regain it. In other words, the law itself admitted that some people were able or
required to be considered the property of other people, at their free disposition.
A slave could be bought and sold, given away or acquired, as if he or she were a
commercial product.

Today, as the result of a growth in our awareness, slavery, seen as a crime against
humanity,[4] has been formally abolished throughout the world. The right of
each person not to be kept in a state of slavery or servitude has been recognized
in international law as inviolable.

Yet, even though the international community has adopted numerous agreements
aimed at ending slavery in all its forms, and has launched various strategies to
combat this phenomenon, millions of people today — children, women and men
of all ages — are deprived of freedom and are forced to live in conditions akin to
slavery.
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I think of the many men and women labourers, including minors, subjugated
in different sectors, whether formally or informally, in domestic or agricultural
workplaces, or in the manufacturing or mining industry; whether in countries
where labour regulations fail to comply with international norms and minimum
standards, or, equally illegally, in countries which lack legal protection for
workers’ rights.

I think also of the living conditions of many migrants who, in their dramatic
odyssey, experience hunger, are deprived of freedom, robbed of their
possessions, or undergo physical and sexual abuse. In a particular way, I think
of those among them who, upon arriving at their destination after a gruelling
journey marked by fear and insecurity, are detained in at times inhumane
conditions. I think of those among them, who for different social, political and
economic reasons, are forced to live clandestinely. My thoughts also turn to
those who, in order to remain within the law, agree to disgraceful living and
working conditions, especially in those cases where the laws of a nation create
or permit a structural dependency of migrant workers on their employers, as, for
example, when the legality of their residency is made dependent on their labour
contract. Yes, I am thinking of “slave labour”.

I think also of persons forced into prostitution, many of whom are minors, as
well as male and female sex slaves. I think of women forced into marriage, those
sold for arranged marriages and those bequeathed to relatives of their deceased
husbands, without any right to give or withhold their consent.

Nor can I fail to think of all those persons, minors and adults alike, who are
made objects of trafficking for the sale of organs, for recruitment as soldiers, for
begging, for illegal activities such as the production and sale of narcotics, or for
disguised forms of cross-border adoption.

Finally, I think of all those kidnapped and held captive by terrorist groups,
subjected to their purposes as combatants, or, above all in the case of young girls
and women, to be used as sex slaves. Many of these disappear, while others are
sold several times over, tortured, mutilated or killed.

2014,No. 338



aEmEEIHEH 45

Some deeper causes of slavery

4. Today, as in the past, slavery is rooted in a notion of the human person which
allows him or her to be treated as an object. Whenever sin corrupts the human
heart and distances us from our Creator and our neighbours, the latter are no
longer regarded as beings of equal dignity, as brothers or sisters sharing a
common humanity, but rather as objects. Whether by coercion or deception, or
by physical or psychological duress, human persons created in the image and
likeness of God are deprived of their freedom, sold and reduced to being the
property of others. They are treated as means to an end.

Alongside this deeper cause — the rejection of another person’s humanity — there
are other causes which help to explain contemporary forms of slavery. Among
these, I think in the first place of poverty, underdevelopment and exclusion,
especially when combined with a lack of access to education or scarce, even
non-existent, employment opportunities. Not infrequently, the victims of
human trafficking and slavery are people who look for a way out of a situation
of extreme poverty; taken in by false promises of employment, they often end
up in the hands of criminal networks which organize human trafficking. These
networks are skilled in using modern means of communication as a way of
luring young men and women in various parts of the world.

Another cause of slavery is corruption on the part of people willing to do
anything for financial gain. Slave labour and human trafficking often require the
complicity of intermediaries, be they law enforcement personnel, state officials,
or civil and military institutions. “This occurs when money, and not the human
person, is at the centre of an economic system. Yes, the person, made in the
image of God and charged with dominion over all creation, must be at the centre
of every social or economic system. When the person is replaced by mammon, a
subversion of values occurs”.[5]

Further causes of slavery include armed conflicts, violence, criminal activity
and terrorism. Many people are kidnapped in order to be sold, enlisted as
combatants, or sexually exploited, while others are forced to emigrate, leaving
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everything behind: their country, home, property, and even members of their
family. They are driven to seek an alternative to these terrible conditions even
at the risk of their personal dignity and their very lives; they risk being drawn
into that vicious circle which makes them prey to misery, corruption and their
baneful consequences.

A shared commitment to ending slavery

5. Often, when considering the reality of human trafficking, illegal trafficking of
migrants and other acknowledged or unacknowledged forms of slavery, one has
the impression that they occur within a context of general indifference.

Sadly, this is largely true. Yet I would like to mention the enormous and often
silent efforts which have been made for many years by religious congregations,
especially women’s congregations, to provide support to victims. These institutes
work in very difficult situations, dominated at times by violence, as they work
to break the invisible chains binding victims to traffickers and exploiters. Those
chains are made up of a series of links, each composed of clever psychological
ploys which make the victims dependent on their exploiters. This is
accomplished by blackmail and threats made against them and their loved ones,
but also by concrete acts such as the confiscation of their identity documents and
physical violence. The activity of religious congregations is carried out in three
main areas: in offering assistance to victims, in working for their psychological
and educational rehabilitation, and in efforts to reintegrate them into the society
where they live or from which they have come.

This immense task, which calls for courage, patience and perseverance, deserves
the appreciation of the whole Church and society. Yet, of itself, it is not sufficient
to end the scourge of the exploitation of human persons. There is also need
for a threefold commitment on the institutional level: to prevention, to victim
protection and to the legal prosecution of perpetrators. Moreover, since criminal
organizations employ global networks to achieve their goals, efforts to eliminate
this phenomenon also demand a common and, indeed, a global effort on the part
of various sectors of society.
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States must ensure that their own legislation truly respects the dignity of the
human person in the areas of migration, employment, adoption, the movement
of businesses offshore and the sale of items produced by slave labour. There is a
need for just laws which are centred on the human person, uphold fundamental
rights and restore those rights when they have been violated. Such laws should
also provide for the rehabilitation of victims, ensure their personal safety, and
include effective means of enforcement which leave no room for corruption
or impunity. The role of women in society must also be recognized, not least
through initiatives in the sectors of culture and social communications.

Intergovernmental organizations, in keeping with the principle of subsidiarity,
are called to coordinate initiatives for combating the transnational networks
of organized crime which oversee the trafficking of persons and the illegal
trafficking of migrants. Cooperation is clearly needed at a number of levels,
involving national and international institutions, agencies of civil society and the
world of finance.

Businesses[6] have a duty to ensure dignified working conditions and adequate
salaries for their employees, but they must also be vigilant that forms of
subjugation or human trafficking do not find their way into the distribution
chain. Together with the social responsibility of businesses, there is also the
social responsibility of consumers. Every person ought to have the awareness
that “purchasing is always a moral — and not simply an economic — act”.[7]

Organizations in civil society, for their part, have the task of awakening
consciences and promoting whatever steps are necessary for combating and
uprooting the culture of enslavement.

In recent years, the Holy See, attentive to the pain of the victims of trafficking
and the voice of the religious congregations which assist them on their path
to freedom, has increased its appeals to the international community for
cooperation and collaboration between different agencies in putting an end to
this scourge.[8] Meetings have also been organized to draw attention to the
phenomenon of human trafficking and to facilitate cooperation between various
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agencies, including experts from the universities and international organizations,
police forces from migrants’ countries of origin, transit, or destination, and
representatives of ecclesial groups which work with victims. It is my hope that
these efforts will continue to expand in years to come.

Globalizing fraternity, not slavery or indifference

6. In her “proclamation of the truth of Christ’s love in society”,[9] the Church
constantly engages in charitable activities inspired by the truth of the human
person. She is charged with showing to all the path to conversion, which
enables us to change the way we see our neighbours, to recognize in every other
person a brother or sister in our human family, and to acknowledge his or her
intrinsic dignity in truth and freedom. This can be clearly seen from the story
of Josephine Bakhita, the saint originally from the Darfur region in Sudan who
was kidnapped by slave-traffickers and sold to brutal masters when she was
nine years old. Subsequently — as a result of painful experiences — she became
a “free daughter of God” thanks to her faith, lived in religious consecration and
in service to others, especially the most lowly and helpless. This saint, who
lived at the turn of the twentieth century, is even today an exemplary witness of
hope[10] for the many victims of slavery; she can support the efforts of all those
committed to fighting against this “open wound on the body of contemporary
society, a scourge upon the body of Christ”. [11]

In the light of all this, I invite everyone, in accordance with his or her specific
role and responsibilities, to practice acts of fraternity towards those kept in a
state of enslavement. Let us ask ourselves, as individuals and as communities,
whether we feel challenged when, in our daily lives, we meet or deal with
persons who could be victims of human trafficking, or when we are tempted to
select items which may well have been produced by exploiting others. Some of
us, out of indifference, or financial reasons, or because we are caught up in our
daily concerns, close our eyes to this. Others, however, decide to do something
about it, to join civic associations or to practice small, everyday gestures —
which have so much merit! — such as offering a kind word, a greeting or a smile.
These cost us nothing but they can offer hope, open doors, and change the life of
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another person who lives clandestinely; they can also change our own lives with
respect to this reality.

We ought to recognize that we are facing a global phenomenon which exceeds
the competence of any one community or country. In order to eliminate it, we
need a mobilization comparable in size to that of the phenomenon itself. For this
reason I urgently appeal to all men and women of good will, and all those near
or far, including the highest levels of civil institutions, who witness the scourge
of contemporary slavery, not to become accomplices to this evil, not to turn
away from the sufferings of our brothers and sisters, our fellow human beings,
who are deprived of their freedom and dignity. Instead, may we have the courage
to touch the suffering flesh of Christ,[12] revealed in the faces of those countless
persons whom he calls “the least of these my brethren” (Mt 25:40, 45).

We know that God will ask each of us: What did you do for your brother? (cf.
Gen 4:9-10). The globalization of indifference, which today burdens the lives of
so many of our brothers and sisters, requires all of us to forge a new worldwide
solidarity and fraternity capable of giving them new hope and helping them
to advance with courage amid the problems of our time and the new horizons
which they disclose and which God places in our hands.

From the Vatican, 8 December 2014

FRANCISCUS

[1] No. 1.
[2] Message for the 2014 World Day of Peace, 2.
[3] Cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 11.

[4] Cf. Address to Delegates of the International Association of Penal Law, 23
October 2014: L’Osservatore Romano, 24 October 2014, p. 4.
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[5] Address to Participants in the World Meeting of Popular Movements, 28
October 2014: L’Osservatore Romano, 29 October 2014, p. 7.

[6] Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, Vocation of the
Business Leader: A Reflection, 2013.

[7] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, 66.

[8] Cf. Message to Mr Guy Ryder, Director General of the International Labour
Organization, on the occasion of the 103" Session of the ILO, 22 May 2014:
L’Osservatore Romano, 29 May 2014, p. 7.

[9] BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, 5.

[10] “Through the knowledge of this hope she was ‘redeemed’, no longer
a slave, but a free child of God. She understood what Paul meant when he
reminded the Ephesians that previously they were without hope and without God
in the world — without hope because without God” (BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical
Letter Spe Salvi, 3).

[11] Address to Participants in the Second International Conference on Combating
Human Trafficking: Church and Law Enforcement in Partnership, 10 April 2014:
L’Osservatore Romano, 11 April 2014, p. 7; cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium, 270.

[12] Cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 24 and 270.
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Pastoral Letter of CRBC 2014
Response to the draft bill

of Diverse Family System

Introduction

1. Recently, Taiwan has been influenced by the following movements
coming from the West: “multi-culturalism”, “sexual liberation movement”,
“radical feminism” and the “gay liberation movement”; some people try
to caricature the mainstream meaning and value of marriage as “tyranny
of heterosexual marriage and family” or “patriarchal family”, trying to
completely change the meaning and value of family and marriage, seeking
to change the law in order to achieve their ultimate goal which is the
destruction of the family. By continually promoting open discussions in
the media on the topics of homosexual marriage, civil unions and multiple
person families, the draft bill of so-called Diverse Family System has won
the sympathy and consent of a portion of the society, even including a
small number of devout believers, especially young people, who have been
influenced significantly.

The purpose of this pastoral letter is to apply God’s Revelation and the
teaching of Church to the above-mentioned issues and to provide some
rational argumentation, so that the clergy and the laity, when facing the
issues related to homosexuality and those raised by the draft bill of “Diverse
Family System” can effectively protect and explain the dignity of the
institution of marriage with an attitude and stand consistent with Christian
conscience. For the institution of marriage is not only the foundation of the
family and the fundamental element for the stability of society, it is also
designed and blessed by the Creator, for He created the human race as man
and woman (Gn 1:27). Since this question relates to the natural moral law,
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the arguments that follow are addressed not only to those who believe in Christ,
but to all persons committed to promoting and defending the common good of
society.

I. The nature of marriage and family and their sanctity

2. The teaching of the Catholic Church on marriage, family and the
complementarity between man and woman is not only a restatement of an
evident truth that is intrinsically coherent and rationally understandable,
but is also one recognized and defended by all the major cultures of the
world. Marriage and family are not just any relationship between human
beings. Both are above all instituted by the Creator God, possessing their
unique nature, basic characteristics and finality (1). No ideology can erase
from the human spirit the certainty that marriage exists solely between a man
and a woman, who by mutual personal gift, proper and exclusive to themselves,
tend toward the communion of their persons. In this way, they mutually perfect
each other, in order to cooperate with God in the procreation and upbringing of
new human lives (2).

3. Marriage and family belong to the truth of the natural order. This is not only
affirmed by the Revelation of the Scriptures, but is also an expression of human
wisdom and at the same time it is an obedient response to human nature and
natural moral law. There are three fundamental elements of the Creator’s plan
for marriage, as narrated in the Book of Genesis:

In the first place, man, the image of God, was created “male and female” (Gen
1:27). Men and women are equal as persons and complementary as male and
female. Sexuality is something that pertains to the physical-biological realm and
has also been raised to a new level — the personal level — where nature and spirit
are united.

Second, marriage is instituted by the Creator as a form of life in which a
communion of persons is realized involving the use of the sexual faculty. “That
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is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife and they
become one flesh” (Gen 2:24).

Third, God has willed to give the union of man and woman a special
participation in his work of creation. Thus, he blessed the man and the woman
with the words “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:28). Therefore, in the Creator’s
plan, sexual complementarity and fruitfulness belong to the very nature of
marriage.

4. In the New Testament, Christ raised marriage between a man and a woman to
the dignity of sacrament, therefore, Christian marriage is nothing less than “the
effective symbol of the covenant between Christ and Church (cf. Eph 5:32). The
meaning of Christian marriage diminishes not in the least the deep human value
of “the union between man as husband and woman as wife”, but rather affirms
and consolidates it. (Cf. Mt 19:3-12, Mk 10:6-9)

5. In the light of the Revelation and teachings in the Scriptures, there are
absolutely no grounds for considering homosexual unions to be in any way
similar or even remotely analogous to God’s plan for marriage and family.
Marriage is holy, while homosexual acts go against the natural moral law.
Homosexual acts “close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not proceed
from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances
can they be approved.” (3)

II. The challenge of the “Diverse Family System” to marriage and family

6. Recently, a number of groups have formed a coalition using “equality”,
“anti-discrimination” and “forming family is a basic human right (this includes
what is not limited to marriage right)” as a slogan for their claim. These groups
maintain that people should not be systematically treated unequally, or excluded
from forming families according to one’s sexual orientation or inclination,
they should receive the same rights and benefits just as heterosexual spouses.
Consequently, they strongly promote the movement for legalization of a
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Diverse Family System. In addition, October of this year, these groups formally
announced a draft law to amend to the Civil Code, which includes equal rights
for homosexual marriage, civil unions and multiple partner households which
deconstruct marriage and family relationships (4).

The threefold draft bill “Diverse Family System” not only aims directly at
the possibility of adopting children, but more importantly, the promoters have
already publicly admitted that their ultimate goal is the destruction of family and
marriage(4).

II1. Arguments from reason against the legalization of “Diverse Family System”

7. Faced with the fact of homosexual unions, civil authorities adopt different
positions. At times they simply tolerate the phenomenon; at other times they
advocate legal recognition of such unions, under the pretext of avoiding, with
regard to certain rights, discrimination against persons who live with someone
of the same sex. In other cases, they favour giving homosexual unions legal
equivalence to marriage properly so-called, along with the legal possibility of
adopting children. Moral conscience demands that in any situation Christian
believers must witness to the integrity of the moral truth, including not agreeing
to homosexual sexual behavior, not agreeing to any kind of homosexual union
that would destroy marriage and family based on one man and one woman,
and not agreeing to any unjust discrimination against people with homosexual
orientation. In order to understand more clearly why one should oppose the legal
recognition of homosexual unions, we will offer below a set of moral reasons.
For lifestyles and their underlying presuppositions not only externally shape the
life of society, but also tend to modify the younger generation’s perception and
evaluation of forms of behavior. Legal recognition of homosexual unions would
obscure certain basic moral values and cause a devaluation of the institution of
marriage.

From the order of right reason and natural moral law
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8. The scope of the civil law is certainly more limited than that of the moral
law, but civil law cannot contradict right reason without losing its binding
force on conscience (6). Every humanly-created law is legitimate insofar as
it is consistent with the natural moral law, recognized by right reason, and
insofar as it respects the inalienable rights of every person (7). Laws in favour
of homosexual unions are contrary to right reason because they confer legal
guarantees, analogous to those granted to marriage, to unions between persons
of the same sex. Given the values at stake in this question, the State could not
grant legal standing to such unions without failing in its duty to promote and
defend marriage as an institution essential to the common good. It might be
asked how a law can be contrary to the common good if it does not impose
any particular kind of behaviour, but simply gives legal recognition to a de
facto reality which does not seem to cause injustice to anyone. In fact, once
the bill of “Diverse Family System” is passed, its consequences are not only
extremely serious, with deep and far-reaching impact, it will contribute
to the complete destruction of the structure of society, in detriment to the
common good. Civil laws are structuring principles of man’s life in society,
for good or for ill. They “play a very important and sometimes decisive role
in influencing patterns of thought and behaviour” (8). Life style and the
underlying and implicit premises of one’s life style not only brings
about the exterior form of social life, but also will change the way
the youth of the next generation thinks about and evaluates models
of behavior. The legalization of homosexual unions will blur moral
values and lead people to undervalue marriage.

From the biological and anthropological order

9. Homosexual unions are totally lacking in the biological and
anthropological elements of marriage and family which would be the basis,
on the level of reason, for granting them legal recognition. Such unions
are not able to contribute in a proper way to the procreation and survival
of the human race. The possibility of using recently discovered methods of
artificial reproduction, beyond involving a grave lack of respect for human

2014,No. 338



dignity (9), does nothing to alter this inadequacy. Homosexual unions are
also totally lacking in the conjugal dimension, which represents the human
and ordered form of sexuality. Sexual relations are human when and insofar
as they express and promote the mutual assistance of the sexes in marriage
and are open to the transmission of new life. As experience has shown, the
absence of sexual complementarity in these unions creates obstacles in the
normal development of children who would be placed in the care of such
persons. They would be deprived of the experience of either fatherhood
or motherhood. Allowing children to be adopted by persons living in such
unions would actually mean doing violence to these children, in the sense that
their condition of dependency would be used to place them in an environment
that is not conducive to their full human development. This is gravely
immoral and in open contradiction to the principle, recognized also in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, that the best interests
of the child, as the weaker and more vulnerable party, are to be the paramount
consideration in every case.

From the social order

10. Society owes its continued survival to the family, founded on marriage.
The inevitable consequence of legal recognition of homosexual unions would
be a redefinition of marriage, which would become, in its legal status, an
institution devoid of essential reference to factors linked to heterosexuality;
for example, procreation and raising children. If, from the legal standpoint,
marriage between a man and a woman were to be considered just one
possible form of marriage, the concept of marriage would undergo a radical
transformation, with grave detriment to the common good. By putting
homosexual unions on a legal plane analogous to that of marriage and
the family, the State acts arbitrarily and in contradiction to its duties. The
principles of respect and non-discrimination cannot be invoked to support
legal recognition of homosexual unions. Differentiating between persons or
refusing social recognition or benefits is unacceptable only when it is contrary
to justice (10). The denial of the social and legal status of marriage to forms
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of cohabitation that are not and cannot be marital is not opposed to justice;
on the contrary, justice requires it. On the contrary, there are good reasons
for holding that such unions are harmful to the proper development of human
society, especially if their impact on society were to increase.

From the legal order

11. Because married couples ensure the succession of generations and
are therefore eminently within the public interest, civil law grants them
institutional recognition. Homosexual unions, on the other hand, do not need
specific attention from the legal standpoint since they do not exercise this
function for the common good. Nor is the argument valid according to which
legal recognition of homosexual unions is necessary to avoid situations in
which cohabiting homosexual persons, simply because they live together,
might be deprived of real recognition of their rights as persons and citizens
(11). In reality, they can always make use of the provisions of law — like all
citizens from the standpoint of their private autonomy — to protect their rights
in matters of common interest. It would be gravely unjust to sacrifice the
common good and just laws on the family in order to protect personal goods
that can and must be guaranteed in ways that do not harm the body of society
(12).

IV The Position of Christians with regard to legislation in favor of
Diverse Family System

12. In order to be effective while facing the campaign for the draft
bill for “Diverse Family System”, it is necessary that Christians adopt
vigilant and prudent actions, including exposing how tolerance is
manipulated and exploited by ideologues. The lifestyle of these kinds
of partners is immoral. One should remind the government that they
need to implement certain regulations towards this phenomenon, to
protect the public morality, to prevent youth from being influenced
towards mistaken concepts regarding sex and marriage, lest youth be
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deprived of the protection they should have and thus facilitating the
spread of the phenomenon. As to those who not only accept, but even
promote special legal rights being granted to homosexual cohabitation,
first we have to discern clearly, on the one hand, private sex-same
sexual behavior and, on the other hand, making homosexuality a
kind of normal behavior in the society — as something expected and
approved, even that should be legally institutionalized. Therefore, one
must bear in mind that tolerating the existence of evil does not mean
to comply with evil and make it legal.

According the Church’s teaching concerning the homosexual orientation of
men and women, especially those men and women who identify themselves
as Christians, they must be accepted “with respect, compassion, and
sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be
avoided.” Like other Christians, homosexual persons are called to chastity
(14). However, while loving and accepting people with same sex orientation,
it is necessary to be completely clear that it does not mean we should accept
same-sex sexual behavior or the destruction of the family that will result from
the initiative to legalize “Diverse Family System”, because those who engage
in same-sex sexual behavior “close the sexual act to the gift of life. They
do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity” (15),
further, it is “Among the sins gravely contrary to chastity” (16), therefore,
“Under no circumstances can they be approved.”(17)

13. Chastity is included among the gifts of the Holy Spirit St. Paul
refers to under temperance. And he condemns immoral acts that are
against chastity naming them sins which are unworthy of Christian
identity, and they are among the vices which impede man from enter-
ing the kingdom of heaven (18). “This is the will of God, your holi-
ness: that you refrain from immorality, that each of you know how to
acquire a wife for himself in holiness and honor, not in lustful passion
as do the Gentiles who do not know God; not to take advantage of or ex-
ploit a brother in this matter, for the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as
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we told you before and solemnly affirmed. For God did not call us to impurity
but to holiness. Therefore, whoever disregards this, disregards not a human
being but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you.” (1 Th 4:3-8, cf. Col
3:5-7,1 Tm 1:10)

Chastity is not only limited to avoiding the immoral acts that have
been mentioned. Chastity orientates us to a higher and more positive
goal and calls us to pursue it proactively. This virtue is related to
the whole person, including interior and exterior behavior. The more
Christians treasure the value of chastity and their role in life as man
and woman, the more they understand the moral requirement of chasti-
ty. In the same way, they understand better how they themselves in the
spirit of obedience to the Magisterium are able to receive and put into
practice in the concrete situation what their right conscience reveals
to them. Each person should according to his life situation possess
this virtue. For certain people, chastity means pursuing virginity or of-
fering themselves to God through a celibate life. This is a noble way
which makes it easier to completely give oneself as an offering to God.
For all people, chastity means living a lifestyle which morality com-
mands, according to whether one is married or single. No matter what
a person’s identity is, chastity is not simply only an exterior sign, it
must lead one’s heart to a purity that is consistent with Christ’s word:
“Everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.” (Mt 5:28)

V. Concrete actions

14. Concerning same-sex sexual behavior and the draft of the civil law
for “Diverse Family System”, clergy and laity should in faith accord-
ing to the Truth revealed by God and the natural moral law, rationally
and firmly reject any behavior against chastity, and courageously op-
pose any attempt to create legal recognition of homosexual unions.
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Parish priests, church organizations and leaders or counselors of church
communities should provide the appropriate opportunities to state and explain
the fundamental position and attitude of the Church.

Lay people who are in politics, while facing the draft in favor of homosexual
unions, have the moral duty to publicly clarify and speak against it.

Parents and teachers of young people who have the mission and
responsibilities respectively in the home and the school, should teach young
people to understand our Catholic faith and the Church’s moral teaching on
sex.

Lastly, all the laity, especially young people, should under the light of the
Holy Spirit and through spiritual life and prayer, follow Jesus in order to
know and accept God’s truth and the Church’s teaching and live out the life
and values of a Christian.

15. Regarding homosexual individuals, first of all, we must clarify:
“The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual ten-
dencies is not negligible. This inclination, which is objectively disordered,
constitutes for most of them a trial.” (19) Therefore, we must avoid any
unjust discrimination and unfair behavior, and with prudence and
love we must accept, respect and accompany homosexual individuals.
However, while accepting and respecting homosexual individuals, one
must remain prudent and cautious, and clearly understand that “homo-
sexual acts are intrinsically disordered. They are contrary to the natural law.
They close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not proceed from a gen-
uine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they
be approved.” (20) But the most important of all, we must remember
that, “these persons are called to fulfill God’s will in their lives and, if they
are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord’s Cross the difficulties they
may encounter from their condition.” (21) In fact, each one of God’s peo-
ple should offer his own trials in union with the sacrifice of Christ on
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the cross.

16. All Christian men and women having same-sex orientation belong
to the family of the Church and have a special calling from God: “Ho-
mosexual persons are called to chastity. Through the virtue of self-mastery
they develop inner freedom and with the support of disinterested friendship,
by prayer and sacramental grace, they can and should gradually and resolute-
ly approach Christian perfection.” (22) All Christian men and women hav-
ing same sex orientation, like all other Christians, should make effort
on the path of faith to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit: living a Christian life according his own
identity, call and invitation. They should live out their chastity accord-
ing to the methods provided by the Church and obtain strength from
their spiritual life, so as to transcend their passions. They should pray
continually, receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Holy Eu-
charist, being careful to avoid the occasions of sin, carrying everyday
their own cross following Jesus, at the same time hoping in their heart
for their reward: “If we have died with him we shall also live with him; if
we persevere we shall also reign with him.” (2 Tm 2:11-12) All Chris-
tians, especially young people, should zealously cultivate devotion to
Immaculate Mary, Mother of God, and follow the example of the lives
of the saints and other devout Christians, in particular those young
people who excel in chastity.

Conclusion

17. The whole people of God must give importance to chastity, its
beauty and its power because it raises humanity, and enables people to
have genuine, selfless, generous and respectful love. We must respect
the person of homosexuals, but never approve same-sex sexual be-
havior or grant legal recognition to homosexual unions. The common
good demands the law recognize, promote and protect the institution
of marriage because it is the foundation of the family and the basic
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cell of society. Granting legal recognition to homosexual unions, or
considering it to be equal to marriage, does not only mean accepting
deviant sexual behaviors, but will also lead to them becoming a model
for today’s society, thereby obscuring the common and inherited basic
value of humanity which is the institution of marriage. Consequently,
for the good of all men and women, and for the welfare of society, the
Church will not and cannot stop maintaining these values, and at the
same time, inviting all God’s people to protect the true institution of
marriage and family, which God himself willed.

Let us recommend all married couples, parents, children to the inter-
cession of the Blessed ever Virgin Mary, Mother of families, and ask
Her to lead each family to know Her Son and God’s Truth which is
love.

CRBC

2014 Chinese New Year
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“Since this is a pastoral letter on a complex and controversial issue, the
Bishops’ Conference felt that in order to express exactly the teaching of
the Magisterium it should incorporate the relevant parts of the document
“Consideration Regarding Proposals To Give Legal Recognition to Unions
Between Homosexual Persons” by the then Cardinal Ratzinger.
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