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MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 52nd WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FOR VOCATIONS
26 APRIL 2015 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Theme: Exodus, a fundamental experience of vocation

D ear Brothers and Sisters,

The Fourth Sunday of Easter offers us the figure of the
Good Shepherd who knows his sheep: he calls them, he feeds
them and he guides them. For over fifty years the universal
Church has celebrated this Sunday as the World Day of
Prayer for Vocations. In this way she reminds us of our need
to pray, as Jesus himself told his disciples, so that “the Lord
of the harvest may send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk
10:2). Jesus command came in the context of his sending
out missionaries. He called not only the twelve Apostles, but
another seventy-two disciples whom he then sent out, two
by two, for the mission (cf. Lk 10:1-6). Since the Church “is
by her very nature missionary” (Ad Gentes, 2), the Christian
vocation is necessarily born of the experience of mission.
Hearing and following the voice of Christ the Good Shepherd,
means letting ourselves be attracted and guided by him, in
consecration to him; it means allowing the Holy Spirit to draw
us into this missionary dynamism, awakening within us the
desire, the joy and the courage to offer our own lives in the
service of the Kingdom of God.

To offer one’s life in mission is possible only if we are able
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to leave ourselves behind. On this 52nd World Day of Prayer
for Vocations, I would like reflect on that particular “exodus”
which is the heart of vocation, or better yet, of our response to
the vocation God gives us. When we hear the word “exodus”,
we immediately think of the origins of the amazing love story
between God and his people, a history which passes through
the dramatic period of slavery in Egypt, the calling of Moses,
the experience of liberation and the journey toward the
Promised Land. The Book of Exodus, the second book of the
Bible, which recounts these events is a parable of the entire
history of salvation, but also of the inner workings of Christian
faith. Passing from the slavery of the old Adam to new life
in Christ is a event of redemption which takes place through
faith (Eph 4:22-24). This passover is a genuine “exodus”; it is
the journey of each Christian soul and the entire Church, the
decisive turning of our lives towards the Father.

At the root of every Christian vocation we find this basic
movement, which is part of the experience of faith. Belief
means transcending ourselves, leaving behind our comfort and
the inflexibility of our ego in order to centre our life in Jesus
Christ. It means leaving, like Abraham, our native place and
going forward with trust, knowing that God will show us the
way to a new land. This “going forward” is not to be viewed
as a sign of contempt for one’s life, one’s feelings, one’s own
humanity. On the contrary, those who set out to follow Christ
find life in abundance by putting themselves completely at
the service of God and his kingdom. Jesus says: “Everyone
who has left home or brothers or sisters or father or mother
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or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life” (Mt 19:29). All of this is
profoundly rooted in love. The Christian vocation is first and
foremost a call to love, a love which attracts us and draws us
out of ourselves, “decentring” us and triggering “an ongoing
exodus out of the closed inward-looking self towards its
liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-
discovery and indeed the discovery of God” (Deus Caritas Est,
6).

The exodus experience is paradigmatic of the Christian
life, particularly in the case of those who have embraced a
vocation of special dedication to the Gospel. This calls for a
constantly renewed attitude of conversion and transformation,
an incessant moving forward, a passage from death to life like
that celebrated in every liturgy, an experience of passover.
From the call of Abraham to that of Moses, from Israel’s
pilgrim journey through the desert to the conversion preached
by the prophets, up to the missionary journey of Jesus which
culminates in his death and resurrection, vocation is always
a work of God. He leads us beyond our initial situation, frees
us from every enslavement, breaks down our habits and our
indifference, and brings us to the joy of communion with
him and with our brothers and sisters. Responding to God’s
call, then, means allowing him to help us leave ourselves and
our false security behind, and to strike out on the path which
leads to Jesus Christ, the origin and destiny of our life and our
happiness.

This exodus process does not regard individuals alone, but
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the missionary and evangelizing activity of the whole Church.
The Church is faithful to her Master to the extent that she is a
Church which “goes forth”, a Church which is less concerned
about herself, her structures and successes, and more about her
ability to go out and meet God’s children wherever they are,
to feel compassion (com-passio) for their hurt and pain. God
goes forth from himself in a Trinitarian dynamic of love: he
hears the cry of his people and he intervenes to set them free
(Ex 3:7). The Church is called to follow this way of being and
acting. She is meant to be a Church which evangelizes, goes
out to encounter humanity, proclaims the liberating word of the
Gospel, heals people’s spiritual and physical wounds with the
grace of God, and offers relief to the poor and the suffering.

Dear brothers and sisters, this liberating exodus towards Christ
and our brothers and sisters also represents the way for us
to fully understand our common humanity and to foster the
historical development of individuals and societies. To hear
and answer the Lord’s call is not a private and completely
personal matter fraught with momentary emotion. Rather, it
is a specific, real and total commitment which embraces the
whole of our existence and sets it at the service of the growth
of God’s Kingdom on earth. The Christian vocation, rooted
in the contemplation of the Father’s heart, thus inspires us to
solidarity in bringing liberation to our brothers and sisters,
especially the poorest. A disciple of Jesus has a heart open
to his unlimited horizons, and friendship with the Lord never
means flight from this life or from the world. On the contrary,
it involves a profound interplay between communion and
mission (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 23).
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This exodus towards God and others fills our lives with joy
and meaning. | wish to state this clearly to the young, whose
youth and openness to the future makes them open-hearted
and generous. At times uncertainty, worries about the future
and the problems they daily encounter can risk paralyzing
their youthful enthusiasm and shattering their dreams, to the
point where they can think that it is not worth the effort to get
involved, that the God of the Christian faith is somehow a limit
on their freedom. Dear young friends, never be afraid to go
out from yourselves and begin the journey! The Gospel is the
message which brings freedom to our lives; it transforms them
and makes them all the more beautiful. How wonderful it is to
be surprised by God’s call, to embrace his word, and to walk in
the footsteps of Jesus, in adoration of the divine mystery and
in generous service to our neighbours! Your life will become
richer and more joyful each day!

The Virgin Mary, model of every vocation, did not fear to utter
her “fiat” in response to the Lord’s call. She is at our side and
she guides us. With the generous courage born of faith, Mary
sang of the joy of leaving herself behind and entrusting to God
the plans she had for her life. Let us turn to her, so that we
may be completely open to what God has planned for each one
of us, so that we can grow in the desire to go out with tender
concern towards others (cf. Lk 1:39). May the Virgin Mary
protect and intercede for us all.

From the Vatican, 29 March 2015

Palm Sunday
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 49th WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY

Communicating the Family:
A Privileged Place of Encounter with the Gift of Love

he family is a subject of profound reflection by the

Church and of a process involving two Synods: the recent
extraordinary assembly and the ordinary assembly scheduled
for next October. So I thought it appropriate that the theme for
the next World Communications Day should have the family
as its point of reference. After all, it is in the context of the
family that we first learn how to communicate. Focusing
on this context can help to make our communication more
authentic and humane, while helping us to view the family in a
new perspective.

We can draw inspiration from the Gospel passage which relates
the visit of Mary to Elizabeth (Lk 1:39-56). “When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit cried out in a loud voice
and said, ‘Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb’.” (vv. 41-42)

This episode first shows us how communication is a dialogue
intertwined with the language of the body. The first response to
Mary’s greeting is given by the child, who leaps for joy in the
womb of Elizabeth. Joy at meeting others, which is something
we learn even before being born, is, in one sense, the archetype
and symbol of every other form of communication. The
womb which hosts us is the first “school” of communication,
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a place of listening and physical contact where we begin to
familiarize ourselves with the outside world within a protected
environment, with the reassuring sound of the mother’s
heartbeat. This encounter between two persons, so intimately
related while still distinct from each other, an encounter so full
of promise, is our first experience of communication. It is an
experience which we all share, since each of us was born of a
mother.

Even after we have come into the world, in some sense we
are still in a “womb”, which is the family. A womb made
up of various interrelated persons: the family is “where we
learn to live with others despite our differences” (Evangelii
Gaudium, 66). Notwithstanding the differences of gender
and age between them, family members accept one another
because there is a bond between them. The wider the range of
these relationships and the greater the differences of age, the
richer will be our living environment. It is this bond which is
at the root of language, which in turn strengthens the bond.
We do not create our language; we can use it because we have
received it. It is in the family that we learn to speak our “mother
tongue”, the language of those who have gone before us.
(cf. 2 Macc 7:25,27). In the family we realize that others have
preceded us, they made it possible for us to exist and in our
turn to generate life and to do something good and beautiful.
We can give because we have received. This virtuous circle is
at the heart of the family’s ability to communicate among its
members and with others. More generally, it is the model for
all communication.

The experience of this relationship which “precedes” us enables
the family to become the setting in which the most basic form
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of communication, which is prayer, is handed down. When
parents put their newborn children to sleep, they frequently
entrust them to God, asking that he watch over them. When
the children are a little older, parents help them to recite some
simple prayers, thinking with affection of other people, such
as grandparents, relatives, the sick and suffering, and all those
in need of God’s help. It was in our families that the majority
of us learned the religious dimension of communication, which
in the case of Christianity is permeated with love, the love that
God bestows upon us and which we then offer to others.

In the family, we learn to embrace and support one another,
to discern the meaning of facial expressions and moments
of silence, to laugh and cry together with people who did
not choose one other yet are so important to each other. This
greatly helps us to understand the meaning of communication
as recognizing and creating closeness. When we lessen
distances by growing closer and accepting one another, we
experience gratitude and joy. Mary’s greeting and the stirring
of her child are a blessing for Elizabeth; they are followed by
the beautiful canticle of the Magnificat, in which Mary praises
God’s loving plan for her and for her people. A “yes” spoken
with faith can have effects that go well beyond ourselves
and our place in the world. To “visit” is to open doors, not
remaining closed in our little world, but rather going out to
others. So too the family comes alive as it reaches beyond
itself; families who do so communicate their message of life
and communion, giving comfort and hope to more fragile
families, and thus build up the Church herself, which is the
family of families.

More than anywhere else, the family is where we daily
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experience our own limits and those of others, the problems
great and small entailed in living peacefully with others. A
perfect family does not exist. We should not be fearful of
imperfections, weakness or even conflict, but rather learn how
to deal with them constructively. The family, where we keep
loving one another despite our limits and sins, thus becomes
a school of forgiveness. Forgiveness is itself a process of
communication. When contrition is expressed and accepted,
it becomes possible to restore and rebuild the communication
which broke down. A child who has learned in the family to
listen to others, to speak respectfully and to express his or
her view without negating that of others, will be a force for
dialogue and reconciliation in society.

When it comes to the challenges of communication, families
who have children with one or more disabilities have much to
teach us. A motor, sensory or mental limitation can be a reason
for closing in on ourselves, but it can also become, thanks
to the love of parents, siblings, and friends, an incentive to
openness, sharing and ready communication with all. It can
also help schools, parishes and associations to become more
welcoming and inclusive of everyone.

In a world where people often curse, use foul language,
speak badly of others, sow discord and poison our
human environment by gossip, the family can teach us
to understand communication as a blessing. In situations
apparently dominated by hatred and violence, where families
are separated by stone walls or the no less impenetrable walls
of prejudice and resentment, where there seem to be good
reasons for saying “enough is enough”, it is only by blessing
rather than cursing, by visiting rather than repelling, and by
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accepting rather than fighting, that we can break the spiral of
evil, show that goodness is always possible, and educate our
children to fellowship.

Today the modern media, which are an essential part of
life for young people in particular, can be both a help and
a hindrance to communication in and between families.
The media can be a hindrance if they become a way to
avoid listening to others, to evade physical contact, to fill
up every moment of silence and rest, so that we forget that
“silence is an integral element of communication; in its
absence, words rich in content cannot exist.” (BENEDICT
XVI, Message for the 2012 World Communications Day).
The media can help communication when they enable people
to share their stories, to stay in contact with distant friends,
to thank others or to seek their forgiveness, and to open the
door to new encounters. By growing daily in our awareness
of the vital importance of encountering others, these “new
possibilities”, we will employ technology wisely, rather than
letting ourselves be dominated by it. Here too, parents are
the primary educators, but they cannot be left to their own
devices. The Christian community is called to help them in
teaching children how to live in a media environment in a way
consonant with the dignity of the human person and service of
the common good.

The great challenge facing us today is to learn once again how
to talk to one another, not simply how to generate and consume
information. The latter is a tendency which our important and
influential modern communications media can encourage.
Information is important, but it is not enough. All too often
things get simplified, different positions and viewpoints are
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pitted against one another, and people are invited to take sides,
rather than to see things as a whole.

The family, in conclusion, is not a subject of debate or a terrain
for ideological skirmishes. Rather, it is an environment in
which we learn to communicate in an experience of closeness,
a setting where communication takes place, a “communicating
community”. The family is a community which provides help,
which celebrates life and is fruitful. Once we realize this, we
will once more be able to see how the family continues to be a
rich human resource, as opposed to a problem or an institution in
crisis. At times themedia can tend to present the family as a kind
of abstract model which has to be accepted or rejected, defended
or attacked, rather than as a living reality. Or else a grounds for
ideological clashes rather than as a setting where we can all learn
what it means to communicate in a love received and returned.
Relating our experiences means realizing that our lives are bound
together as a single reality, that our voices are many, and that
each is unique.

Families should be seen as a resource rather than as a problem
for society. Families at their best actively communicate by
theirwitness the beauty and the richness of the relationship
between man and woman, and between parents and children. We
are not fighting to defend the past. Rather, with patience and
trust, we are working to build a better future for the world in
which we live.

From the Vatican, 23 January 2015
Vigil of the Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales

FRANCIS
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S 51°T INTERNATIONAL

D EUCHARISTIC
CONGRESS

24-31 JANUARY 2016 CEBU CITY, PHILIPPINES

What is a Eucharistic Congress?

A Eucharistic Congress is an international gathering of people which aims

to:

| Promote an awareness of the central place of the Eucharist in the life and
mission of the Catholic  Church;

2 Help and improve our understanding and celebration of the liturgy;

3 Draw attention to the social dimension of the Eucharist.

The Congress normally takes place every four years.

The daily celebration of the Eucharist is at the very heart of the Congress.
The wider program of the Congress includes other liturgical celebrations,
cultural events, catecheses, testimonies, and workshops during the week of
the Congress.

Origin of the Eucharistic Congress

St. Peter Julian-Eymard

The work of the International Eucharistic Congress began in France in 1881
as a fruit of the Eucharistic apostolate of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard, “the
Apostle of the Eucharist” and of other outstanding figures such as:

Blessed Antoine Chevier

Antoine Chevier was a French priest of the nineteenth century. He is the
founder of the Word of the Prado, a clerical school.

Leon Dupont

He is known as “The Holy Man of Tours,” or the “Apostle of the Holy
Face.” He helped spread various Catholic devotions such as that of the
Holy Face of Jesus and the nightly Eucharistic adoration. He was declared
Venerable by the Holy See during Pope Pius XII’s pontificate and currently
awaits beatification.

Emilie Tamisier

She first proposed the idea of rendering public homage and veneration to the
Blessed Sacrament under the form and name of the International Eucharistic
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Congress.

51* International Eucharist Congress

24-31 January 2016, Cebu City, Philippines
Theme: “Christ in Us, Our Hope of Glory”
Schedule of Activities

Day 1 Sunday, January 24

4:00 PM Opening Mass
Day 2 Monday, January 25
8:00 - 8:30 AM Preliminaries
8:30 - 9:00 Morning Prayers
9:00 - 10:00 Catechesis
10:00 - 10:30 Testimony
10:30 - 11:00 BREAK
11:00 - 12:30 PM Holy Eucharist
1230 = 222000, Lunch Break
2:00 - 3:00 Press Conference with Speakers
3:00 - 4:00 Concurrent Sessions
Day 3 Tuesday, January 26
8:00 - 8:30 AM Preliminaries
8:30 - 9:00 Morning Prayers
9:00 - 10:00 Catechesis
10:00 - 10:30 Testimony
10:30 - 11:00 BREAK
11:00 - 12:30 PM Holy Eucharist
12:30 - 2:00 Lunch Break
2:00 - 3:00 Press Conference with Speakers
3:00 - 4:00 Concurrent Sessions
Day 4 Wednesday, January 27
8:00 - 8:30 AM Preliminaries
8:30 - 9:00 Morning Prayers
9:00 - 10:00 Catechesis
10:00 - 10:30 Testimony
10:30 - 1:00 PM Lunch Break
1:00 - 3:00 Departure for Parishes
4:00 - 5:00 Holy Eucharist in the Parishes
5:00 - 6:00 Faith-Sharing with Parishioners
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6:00 - 7:00 Dinner and Cultural Show in the Parishes 12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Break
Day 5 Thursday, January 28 1:00 - 2:00 Deaf Track 5
8:00 - 8:30 AM Preliminaries 2:00 - 3:00 Deaf Track 6
8:30 - 9:00 Morning Prayers Departure for Cebu City Sports Center
9:00 - 10:00 Catechesis 4:00 - 6:00 Holy Eucharist
10:00 - 10:30 Testimony 6:00 - 7:00 Sinulog Presentation
10:30 - 11:00 Break Day 8 Sunday, January 31
11:00 - 12:30 PM Holy Eucharist Venue: South Road Properties
12:30 - 2:00 Lunch Break 4:00 PM Statio Orbis
2:00 - 3:00 Press Conference with Speakers
2:00 - 4:00 Deaf Tracks 1 & 2 Speakers:
3:00 - 5:00 Penitential Service H.E. Luis Antonio Gokim Cardinal Tagle
7:00 - 10:00 Visita Iglesia: 7 City Churches H.E. Orlando Beltran Cardinal Quevedo, OMI
Youth Day (in Hoops Dome) H.E. John Cardinal Onaiyekan
2:00 - 3:00 Praise and Worship Catechesis H.E. Oswald Cardinal Gracias
4:00 - 6:00 Transfer to Plaza Independencia H.E. Timothy Cardinal Dolan

7:00 - 4:00 AM

5:00

Overnight Vigil at Plaza Independencia
Holy Eucharist

Day 6 Friday, January 29

8:00 - 8:30 AM

8:30 - 9:00
9:00 - 10:00
10:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:00 PM
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:00
2:00 - 3:00
2:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 - 8:00

Preliminaries

Morning Prayers

Catechesis

Testimony

BREAK

Catechesis

Lunch Break

Press Conference with the Speakers
Deaf Track 3

Departure for Cebu Capitol Bldg.
Holy Eucharist

Procession to Plaza Independencia

Day 7 Saturday, January 30

8:00 - 8:30 AM

8:30 - 9:00
9:00 - 10:00
10:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:00 PM
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Preliminaries
Morning Prayers
Catechesis
Testimony
BREAK

Deaf Track 4

Most Rev. Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte, OFM
Most Rev. Thomas Menamparampil, SDB
Rev. Msgr. Diego Monroy Ponce

Rev. Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, OP

Rev. Fr. Paul Vu, SSS

Rev. Fr. Francis Maloney, SDB

Rev. Fr. Robert Barron

Dr. Josefina Manabat

How to register from Taiwan?

1. Contact your diocese

2. Or contact Mrs. Mary Wu:

Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference Secretariat
Commission for Sacred Liturgy

Promotion Section of Eucharistic Worship

Tel.: (02) 2732-6602 Ext. 328 every Tuesday
E-mail: gfw333@gmail.com
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(02) 2732-6602
(02) 2732-8603

: www.catholic.org.tw

. bishconf@catholic.org.tw
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