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CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE that from now on, newly appointed Metropolitan (Archbishops) will

receive their palliums in the archdioceses of their own local church.
MINUTES OF THE
EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 5. The Church’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees will be celebrated

on January 17, 2016. Pope Francis chose the theme as “Migrants and

\ refugees challenge us - the response to the gospel of mercy”. In Taiwan,

bate: AT A S i LG e L O this day is celebrated every year on the last Sunday of September.
Venue : CRBC Bldg. (39 An Ju St., Taan District, Taipei 10672) Msgr. Paul Russell suggested to transfer this day back to January, in

Chairman: Most Rev. John Hung, SVD communion with the universal Church.

Participants:  Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, 6. Archbishop Veglio, President of Pontifical Council for the Pastoral

Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, was glad to know that Msgr.
SUCSSINGTR IS 1L, IO NGTE I il 1L Paul Russell, together with Archbishop John Hung, Bishop Bosco
Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Philip Huang, Lin and Fr Eliseo Papier, paid a visit to the Minister of Labor Mr.
Chen Hsiung-Wen and talked over the welfare of foreign workers,

Most Rev. John B. Tseng
. in particular the day-off of domestic workers.

Guests: Msgr. Paul Russell

B 7. God is the Lord of life—a human’s life begins at conception and
Secretary: 85 Qi Claliy end with natural death. Even though there are persons who have
Opening Prayer committed heinous crime, those persons preserve their human dignity.

Msgr. Paul Russell, together with Archbishop John Hung and Bishop
John Baptist Lee, had visited the Minister of Justice Mrs. Lou Ying-
1. The Jubilee of Mercy will begin on December 8, 2015, and end on Shay. With Archbishop John Hung and Archbishop Peter Liu, he had

November 20, 2016. also visited the Premier of Executive Yuan Mr. Mao Chi-Guo. During

Address of Msgr. Paul Russell (13 announcements):

the two visits, according to the instructions of the Holy See’s Sec-

2 Letcom s year m, e el Waly of 1Hmyer or e (Cana oif Criton retariat for Relations with States, they discussed the abolition of
is celebrated every year on September 1, together with the Greek

the death penalty . The Premier of Executive Yuan informed in his
Orthodoxe Church.

response that the over 80% of the population in Taiwan support
the death penalty , so more time is needed to practice the abolition
of it .

3. The theme of the World Day of Peace on January 1, 2016, is“Overcome
Indifference and Win Peace”.

4. The Office of Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff announced 8. The CRBC has to present to the Congregation for Catholic Education

2015 / No.344 2015 / N0.344



the final draft of “Norms for the Application of the Apostolic
Constitution Ex corde ecclesiae in Taiwan”. When the Congregation
for Catholic Education finishes verifying the final draft, the CRBC
can then issue the “Decree of Promulgation”and annouce it’s
effective date.

. The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples has issued

a Decree giving recognitio that in Taiwan Regional Tribunal
of First Instance a single judge may be set up to adjudicate
marriage lawsuits and his mandat is 5 years. However, this is
not an ideal situation. Msgr. Paul Russell encouraged the CRBC
to send some priests for canon law studies. (E.g. Studies in the
Pontificia Urbaniana University)

10. The Congregation of the Evangelization of People of the Holy See

had sent a very detailed letter to remind bishops to accept cautiously
candidates for the priesthood or for consecarted life. They can not
have serious moral or psychological flaws. Bishops should not accept
randomly those who are not accepted by other diocese or religious
commnunity.

11. The CRBC had sent a letter on April 24, 2015 to Cardinal Filoni

of the Congregation for Evangelization of People to ask him
for suggestions of “The Classification of churches as historical
monuments”. Cardinal Filoni responsed on July 23, 2015
suggested the CRBC to create a Commission for the safeguard and
administration of cultural goods, composed of experts (religious
and lay) who could study and prepare opinions to be presented
for approval by the CRBC, which will decide the merits of the
suggestions and proposals”. Besides, The CRBC not only classifies
churches as government’s historical monuments, but has other
choices: for exemple, to rent church property to others and turn them
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over to property managers. The Nunciature’s attorney and bank can
offer helps.

12. With the authorization of the Secretariat of State, the Office of

Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff will held abroad for
the first time ever in history the exhibition for ancient papal ritual
objects (vestments, chalice, the urn where the ballots were burn after
the elections of the popes). Taiwan is the first country to welcome
this exhibition (collaboration with the National Palace Museum)
which is scheduled to be opened in February 2016.

13. Fr. Ivan Santus’ term of posting in the Nunciature was due

to expire on July 1, but the Holy Father has disposed for him
to remain for the time being. In addition, on July 1, the Holy
Father assigned to the Taipei Nunciature Msgr. Sladan Cosié,
from Bosnia and Herzegovina. Msgr. Sladan Cosi¢ has been
responsible for building the Nunciature in Chad; he will have an
opportunity to use his experiences to helps the rebuilding of the
Nunciature in Taiwan.

I. Reports:

1.

The Chinese translation of the encyclical “Laudato si’”
(scheduled to be finished in October ) .

2. Taiwan Exhibition Plan for ancient papal ritual objects from the Holy

See (from February 5, - May 2, 2016, National Palace Museum ) :
Presentation on liturgical calendar and ritual objects as work of evan-
gelization.

3. The 20" Asia Pacific Congress on Faith, Life and Family from No-

vember 27 — 29, 2015.(Shu Guang Girl’s Senior High School, Hsin-
chu Diocese, 61 Peita Rd., Hsinchu) The dates of the Autumn Plena-
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ry Assembly changes to November 24-27, 2015. The Bishops will go
to Hsinchu Diocese in the afternoon on November 27 to attend the
opening mass. (See the web site http://www.hli20tw.cathvoice.org/)

4. Becoming Missionaries of Mercy.

Pope Francis is in search of some good “Missionaries of Mercy,
who are well-known as being good at preaching and devoting
to hear confession and to absolve sins. If these priests are
recommended by their bishops or their superiors, and they wish to
become the special messenger of God’s Mercy, they can apply on
the website:

http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/partecipa/missionari/
diventamissionario.html

The Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization is
the office assigned by the Pope which is responsible for coordination for
the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. It has posted an application form
and a list of the ideal characteristics for the Missionaries of Mercy. The
Jubilee of Mercy begins on December 8 of this year. These Missionaries
will be officially appointed and sent forth by the Pope on February 10
(Ash Wednesday) next year.

The Council announced, “God Father welcomes all who search for his
forgiveness”, and the Missionaries of Mercy are the living sign.

They should be “inspiring preachers of Mercy, heralds of the joy of
forgiveness, welcoming, loving and compassionate Confessors, who are
most especially attentive to the difficult situation of each person.”

The Council said that upon the invitation of local bishops they can
preach and celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Jubilee
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Year of Mercy.

When Pope Francis announced the Jubilee Year of Mercy, he said,
“There will be priests to whom I will grant the authority to pardon even
those sins reserved to the Holy See, so that the breadth of their mandate
as confessors will be even clearer.” (cf. Misericordiae Vultus 18 )

The Secretary General of Pontifical Council for the Interpretation of
Legislative Texts, Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta, said, the sins “reserved”
to the Holy See to pardon are those which lead to ex-communication;
for exemple, even when people are conscious of the sin of the abortion,
they still commit it.

He said, if the person who committed the sins repents, the Missionaries
of Mercy may absolve the penalty of ex-communication and give
pardon. In the past, it required the intervention or the authorization of
the bishops of the local church or the Tribunal of Vatican.

(P.S. The Secretariat of the CRBC and the Episcopal Commission for
the Clergy will organise a workshop to help diocesan or religious priests
to understand the mission of the Missionaries of Mercy. The Bishops
will discuss in the Autumn Plenary Assembly the date, the venue of this
workshop, the application conditions and the way to apply for it.)

5. The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace sent a letter to inform
that Pope Francis announced the World Day of Prayer for the Care of
the Creation to be on September 1, from 2015.

6. “Taiwan Catholic Church’s handling of sexual harassment
complaints; investigation, prevention and control policies” of the
CRBC may require some modifications.

I. Cause:

Bishop Su of the Diocese of Taichung mentionned about “Tai-
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wan Catholic Church’s handling of sexual harassment complaints;
investigation, prevention and control policies” (henceforth: the
Document). In accordance with the explanation of Lawyer Miss
Huang Yu-Lan, a Commission Member, it was drawn up in 2008,
and then the government modified the Prevention of Sexual Harass-
ment on January 23, 2009, which is more complete in the process of
handling. Bishop Su proposed therefore to modify the Document.

I1. Explanation:

1. Government’s official laws (brief history):

(1) Publication of Detailed Rules for Application of Prevention of
Sexual Harassementon on January 25, 2006.

(2) Modification of Prevention of Sexual Harassement on January 23,
20009.

2. The explanation of “Taiwan Catholic Church’s handling of sexual
harassment complaints; investigation, prevention and control
policies”:

(1) During the temporary motion of the Autumn Plenary Assembly of
the CRBC in 2006, the Assembly approved to find a mechanism
to handle cases of sexual assualt or sexual harassement in
Taiwan’s Church, and to set up the Document in response to the
government’s demand.

(2) During the Autumn Plenary Assembly of the CRBC, on April 13,
2007, the Document was first time set up; the Commission was
founded, and the list of the committees was built up.

(3) Taiwan Catholic Church’s Commission for handling of sexual
harassment complaints was convened on August 31, 2007; during
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the meeting there was a discussion about the legislations and the
process of handling cases.

(4) Taiwan Catholic Church’s Commission for handling of sexual
harassment complaints was convened again on May 9, 2008, to
modify the Document.

(5) The CRBC approved the Document on November 26, 2008.

(6) “Taiwan Catholic Church’s handling of sexual harassment
complaints; investigation, prevention and control policies” was
promulgated and announced on December 3, 2008.

II1. Means:

1. To convene a meeting of the Commission to modify again the
Document.

2. To see if there is a need to change the members of the Commission.

3. Consult the comparative chart prepared by Bishop John Baptist
[Fcey

(P.S. The Secretary General will help the President of the CRBC to
convene a meeting of Taiwan Catholic Church’s Commission for
handling of sexual harassment complaints, and will discuss the results
of this meeting during the Autumn Plenary Assembly.)

II. Proposals:
A. Proposals of the Secretariat:

1. The Pastoral Letter 2016 of the CRBC

Cause: Pope Francis announced on March 13 that the Jubilee of Mercy
will begin on December 8 of this year, and will end on November 20,
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2016. Otherwise, the Pope issued the newest ecological encyclical
“Laudato si’”, to call the global people to protect the earth, and
he established also the World Day of Prayer for the Care of the

Creation.

In view of the Autumn Plenary Assembly of the CRBC which will
open only in November, it requires earlier preparation for the
pastoral letter of the CRBC of 2016, reflection on the issues ( cf.
Report 5, to apply to the Holy See for the Missonaries of Mercy),
the contents, and other subjects concerning society and environment
protection.

Resolution: The Commission of Justice and Peace of the CRBC is
in charge of preparing the draft of the pastoral letter, and Fr. Willy
Ollevier will convene a preparatory meeting.

2. The correction of the English translation of the Norms for the
Application of “Ex Corde Ecclesiae” in Taiwan.

Cause: the Norms for the Application of “Ex Corde Ecclesiae” in Tai-
wan: in Article 3, " R TFZKERE | is translated into “Catholic
Education Institutes”. The Congregation for Catholic Education of
the Holy See sent a letter on September 17, 2013, to inform the cor-
rect translation to be Catholic Education Institutions.

Otherwise, before the Cooperation Meeting between the CRBC and
the AMRSMW (Regional Association of Major Religious Superiors
of Men and Women) (In the Central Building), as Msgr. Paul Russell
met the CRBC, he recalled to use a“Decree of Promulgation”
to announce officially the effective date of “The Norms for the
Application of ‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan”, and to present the
Decree to the Pontifical Congregation for Catholic Education.
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But before this step, The CRBC has to apply for the “recognitio”
from the Pontifical Congregation for Catholic Education. After
receiving the“recognitio” confered by the Pontifical Congregation
for Catholic Education in written form, the CRBC can issue the
Decree of Promulgation to announce officially the effective date of
“The Norms for the Application of ‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan”,
and presents the Decree to the Pontifical Congregation for Catholic
Education.

Resolution: Approved, the Secretariat of the Bichops Conference will
send a letter to the Pontifical Congregation for Catholic Education to
apply for a “recognitio”.

3. The assignment of donation of CHUTA to the CRBC and the
Nunciature.

Cause: Cf. the letter of Fr. Peter Mertens here below (omitted):
Resolution: The Secretariat works out the annual budgets and decides

in view of the budgets the amount of donation of the CRBC to the
Nunciature.

4. (omitted)

B. Proposals of Hsinchu Diocese

I. Supporting measures to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy, on
the forgiveness of the sin of abortion: whether all priests have the

authority to forgive those who have committed abortion, or they
must be designated and authorized by the bishops.

Explanation:

The Canon 2350 of 1917 says that the faculty to uplift ex-
communication and to forgive those who committed the sin of abortion
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is reserved to the bishop of the church, but after the Canon of 1983, all
confessors (CAN. 966) are given by the Canon the faculty to forgive
those who committed the sin of abortion, they do not need to be
designated or authorized by their bishops. However, in the Sacrament
of Confession, the penitent cannot report his or her sin to a bishop. The
report can be presented by the sinner himself or herself, or by his or her
confessors within one month.

Why is there a need to sent the report to the bishop of the diocese?

1. The Canon 1398 says: A person who procures a completed abortion
incurs excommunication, a latae sententiae.

2. The Canon 1331 says in it’s 1" article: An ex-cummunicated person
is forbidden :

A. to have any ministerial participation in celebrating the sacrifice of
the Eucharist or any other ceremonies of worship whatsoever.

B. to celebrate the sacraments or sacramentals and to receive the
sacraments.

The confessors have to remit first the penalty, cause of the ex-
communication (first to uplift the prohibition of receiving the
sacraments like the sacrament of Reconciliation, the sacrament of
Eucharist), then forgive the sins. The authority to remit the penalty can
be reserved to the bishop of the diocese.

3. Canon 1355 says in it’s 2™ article: If the penalty has not been
reserved to the Apostolic See, an ordinary can remit a latae sententiae
penalty established by law but not yet declared for this subjects
and those who are present in his territory or who committed the
offense there; any bishop can also do this in the act of sacramental
confession.
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4. Canon 1357 says about the cessation of penalties.

The 1* article: Without prejudice to the prescripts of cann. 508
and 976, a confessor can remit in the internal sacramental forum an
undeclared latae sententiae censure of excommunication or interdict
if it is burdensome for the penitent to remain in the state of grave sin
during the time necessary for the competent superior to make provision.

The 2™ article: In granting the remission, the confessor is to impose
on the penitent, under the penalty of reincidence, the obligation of
making recourse within a month to the competent superior or to a priest
endowed with the faculty and the obligation of obeying his mandates;
in the meantime he is to impose a suitable penance and, insofar as it is
demanded, reparation of any scandal and damage; however, recourse
can also be made through the confessor, without mention of the name.

II. Canon 1323 says: The following are not subject to a penalty when
they have violated a law or precept:

1. a person who has not yet completed the sixteenth year of age;

2. a person who without negligence was ignorant that he or she violated
a law or precept; inadvertence and error are equivalent to ignorance;

3. a person who acted due to physical force or a chance occurrence
which the person could not foresee or, if foreseen, avoid;

4. a person who acted coerced by grave fear, even if only relatively
grave, or due to necessity or grave inconvenience unless the act is
intrinsically evil or tends to the harm of souls;

5. a person who acted with due moderation against an unjust aggressor
for the sake of legitimate self defense or defense of another;

6. a person who lacked the use of reason, without prejudice to the
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7. a person who without negligence thought that one of the | " uE F

circumstances mentioned in nn. 4 or 5 was present. 1 4& 'g £y
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III. The CRBC decide to authorize the parish priests of the dioceses to I - +H §
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