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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS ecclesial life, particularly the sacraments. Indeed, the Church is not only a place

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 53rd WORLD DAY OF in which we believe, but it is also an object of our faith; it is for this reason that
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

we profess in the Credo: “I believe in the Church”.
The call of God comes to us by means of a mediation which is communal.
God calls us to become a part of the Church and, after we have reached a

The Church. Mother o f Vocations certain maturity within it, he bestows on us a specific vocation. The vocational
’ journey is undertaken together with the brothers and sisters whom the Lord

has given to us: it is a con-vocation. The ecclesial dynamism of the call is an
Dear Brothers and Sisters, antidote to indifference and to individualism. It establishes the communion
in which indifference is vanquished by love, because it demands that we go

beyond ourselves and place our lives at the service of God’s plan, embracing the

It is my great hope that, during the course of this Extraordinary Jubilee of historical circumstances of his holy people.

by, ell e bepliead ey oxgerioes e joy of bdouging i e Catids id On this day dedicated to prayer for vocations, I urge all the faithful to

iedhigswrier e e Lt voezion, jus 1 every prifenle veesion, is boi assume their responsibility for the care and discernment of vocations. When the

tirerca woridit the fegp e of God, and & @ it off eliviie ey e L & i Apostles sought someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot, Saint Peter brought

o i iy, e i 1 i il ety weeiilos (Rl oot MR el b together one hundred and twenty of the brethren (cf. Acts 1:15); and in order to

i, chose seven deacons, a group of disciples was gathered (cf. 6:2). Saint Paul gave

fon this Fensel, Gn ihe seszslen eif die S terdl ey ef Fieyer ifor Titus specific criteria for the selection of presbyters (cf. Titus 1:5-9). Still today,

Vocations, I invite all of you to reflect upon the apostolic community, and to give the Christian community is always present in the discernment of vocations, in

ipriley ity (e Mol @i e Gominmmiy it G pEReiy Vel faneg I dio their formation and in their perseverance (cf. Apost. Ex. Evangelii Gaudium,

Bull of Indiction for the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I recalled the words of 107)

the venerable Saint Bede, describing the call of Saint Matthew: “Miserando atque Vocations are bom within the Church. From the moment a vocation begins

eligendo” (Misericordiae Vultus, 8). The Lord’s merciful action forgives our sins to become evident, it is necessary to have an adequate “sense” of the Church.

and opens us to the new life which takes shape in the call to discipleship and No one is called exclusively for a particular region, or for & group or for an

mission. Each vocation in the Church has its origin in the compassionate gaze of b et Lo FE e S (4 (Ol oo vl e iy s o A iy ke 12

s, Comveision e voerion £ o sl aif (e gins eoin, fid comitly the authenticity of a charism is its ecclesial character, its ability to be integrated

remain interconnected throughout the whole of the missionary disciple’s life. harmoniously into the life of God’s holy and faithful people for the good of all”

Blessed Paul VI, in his exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, described (ibid., 130). In responding to God’s call, young people see their own ecclesial

I ik {0 s [oness @ G el (O Giftise Sies 19 bellen i horizon expand; they are able to consider various charisms and to undertake a

(1 fit (oo Gy (6 10, 229), e comiinyy i gl o9 (i more objective discernment. In this way, the community becomes the home and

HESRVEE () WHHIER GHF I2HEn SR (o OLeFe PO IR Gif (i ILOEts fisisy the family where vocations are born. Candidates gratefully contemplate this

This incorporation into the Christian community brings with it all the richness of
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mediation of the community as an essential element for their future. They learn
to know and to love their brothers and sisters who pursue paths different from
their own; and these bonds strengthen in everyone the communion which they
share.

Vocations grow within the Church. In the course of formation, candidates
for various vocations need to grow in their knowledge of the ecclesial
community, overcoming the limited perspectives that we all have at the
beginning. To that end, it is helpful to undertake some apostolic experience
together with other members of the community, for example: in the company
of a good catechist, to communicate the Christian message; together with a
religious community, to experience the evangelisation of the peripheries sharing
in the life of the cloister, to discover the treasure of contemplation; in contact
with missionaries, to know more closely the mission ad gentes; and in the
company of diocesan priests, to deepen one’s experience of pastoral life in the
parish and in the diocese. For those who are already in formation, the ecclesial
community always remains the fundamental formational environment, towards
which one should feel a sense of gratitude.

Vocations are sustained by the Church. After definitive commitment, our
vocational journey within the Church does not come to an end, but it continues
in our willingness to serve, our perseverance and our ongoing formation. The
one who has consecrated his life to the Lord is willing to serve the Church
wherever it has need. The mission of Paul and Barnabas is a good example
of this readiness to serve the Church. Sent on mission by the Holy Spirit and
by the community of Antioch (cf. Acts 13, 1-4), they returned to that same
community and described what the Lord had worked through them (cf. 14:
27). Missionaries are accompanied and sustained by the Christian community,
which always remains a vital point of reference, just as a visible homeland
offers security to all who are on pilgrimage towards eternal life.

Among those involved in pastoral activity, priests are especially
important. In their ministry, they fulfil the words of Jesus, who said: “T am the
gate of the sheepfold [...] I am the good shepherd” (Jn 10: 7, 11). The pastoral
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care of vocations is a fundamental part of their ministry. Priests accompany
those who are discerning a vocation, as well as those who have already
dedicated their lives to the service of God and of the community.

All the faithful are called to appreciate the ecclesial dynamism of
vocations, so that communities of faith can become, after the example of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, like a mother’s womb which welcomes the gift of the
Holy Spirit (cf. Lk 1: 35-38). The motherhood of the Church finds expression in
constant prayer for vocations and in the work of educating and accompanying
all those who perceive God’s call. This motherhood is also expressed through a
careful selection of candidates for the ordained ministry and for the consecrated
life. Finally, the Church is the mother of vocations in her continual support of
those who have dedicated their lives to the service of others.

We ask the Lord to grant to all those who are on a vocational journey
a deep sense of belonging to the Church; and that the Holy Spirit may
strengthen among Pastors, and all of the faithful, a deeper sense of communion,
discernment and spiritual fatherhood and motherhood.

Father of mercy, who gave your Son for our salvation and who strengthens
us always with the gifts of your Spirit, grant us Christian communities which
are alive, fervent and joyous, which are fonts of fraternal life, and which
nurture in the young the desire to consecrate themselves to you and to the work
of evangelisation. Sustain these communities in their commitment to offer
appropriate vocational catechesis and ways of proceeding towards each one’s
particular consecration. Grant the wisdom needed for vocational discernment,
so that in all things the greatness of your merciful love may shine forth. May
Mary, Mother and guide of Jesus, intercede for each Christian community, so
that, made fruitful by the Holy Spirit, it may be a source of true vocations for
the service of the holy People of God.

From the Vatican, 29 November 2015
First Sunday of Advent
Francis
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 50th WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY

Communication and Mercy: A Fruitful Encounter

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Holy Year of Mercy invites all of us to reflect on the relationship
between communication and mercy. The Church, in union with Christ, the
living incarnation of the Father of Mercies, is called to practise mercy as
the distinctive trait of all that she is and does. What we say and how we
say it, our every word and gesture, ought to express God’s compassion,
tenderness and forgiveness for all. Love, by its nature, is communication;
it leads to openness and sharing. If our hearts and actions are inspired by
charity, by divine love, then our communication will be touched by God’s
OWn power.

As sons and daughters of God, we are called to communicate with
everyone, without exception. In a particular way, the Church’s words and
actions are all meant to convey mercy, to touch people’s hearts and to
sustain them on their journey to that fullness of life which Jesus Christ
was sent by the Father to bring to all. This means that we ourselves must
be willing to accept the warmth of Mother Church and to share that
warmth with others, so that Jesus may be known and loved. That warmth
is what gives substance to the word of faith; by our preaching and witness,
it ignites the “spark” which gives them life.

Communication has the power to build bridges, to enable encounter
and inclusion, and thus to enrich society. How beautiful it is when
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people select their words and actions with care, in the effort to avoid
misunderstandings, to heal wounded memories and to build peace and
harmony. Words can build bridges between individuals and within
families, social groups and peoples. This is possible both in the material
world and the digital world. Our words and actions should be such as
to help us all escape the vicious circles of condemnation and vengeance
which continue to ensnare individuals and nations, encouraging
expressions of hatred. The words of Christians ought to be a constant
encouragement to communion and, even in those cases where they must
firmly condemn evil, they should never try to rupture relationships and
communication.

For this reason, I would like to invite all people of good will to
rediscover the power of mercy to heal wounded relationships and to
restore peace and harmony to families and communities. All of us know
how many ways ancient wounds and lingering resentments can entrap
individuals and stand in the way of communication and reconciliation.
The same holds true for relationships between peoples. In every case,
mercy is able to create a new kind of speech and dialogue. Shakespeare
put it eloquently when he said: “The quality of mercy is not strained. It
droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath. It is twice
blessed: it blesseth him that gives and him that takes” (The Merchant of
Venice, Act IV, Scene I).

Our political and diplomatic language would do well to be inspired
by mercy, which never loses hope. I ask those with institutional and
political responsibility, and those charged with forming public opinion, to
remain especially attentive to the way they speak of those who think or act
differently or those who may have made mistakes. It is easy to yield to the
temptation to exploit such situations to stoke the flames of mistrust, fear
and hatred. Instead, courage is needed to guide people towards processes
of reconciliation. It is precisely such positive and creative boldness
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which offers real solutions to ancient conflicts and the opportunity to
build lasting peace. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God” (Mt 5:7-9)

How I wish that our own way of communicating, as well as our
service as pastors of the Church, may never suggest a prideful and
triumphant superiority over an enemy, or demean those whom the world
considers lost and easily discarded. Mercy can help mitigate life’s troubles
and offer warmth to those who have known only the coldness of judgment.
May our way of communicating help to overcome the mindset that neatly
separates sinners from the righteous. We can and we must judge situations
of sin — such as violence, corruption and exploitation — but we may not
judge individuals, since only God can see into the depths of their hearts.
It is our task to admonish those who err and to denounce the evil and
injustice of certain ways of acting, for the sake of setting victims free and
raising up those who have fallen. The Gospel of John tells us that “the
truth will make you free” (Jn 8:32). The truth is ultimately Christ himself,
whose gentle mercy is the yardstick for measuring the way we proclaim
the truth and condemn injustice. Our primary task is to uphold the truth
with love (cf. Eph 4:15). Only words spoken with love and accompanied
by meekness and mercy can touch our sinful hearts. Harsh and moralistic
words and actions risk further alienating those whom we wish to lead
to conversion and freedom, reinforcing their sense of rejection and
defensiveness.

Some feel that a vision of society rooted in mercy is hopelessly
idealistic or excessively indulgent. But let us try and recall our first
experience of relationships, within our families. Our parents loved us and
valued us for who we are more than for our abilities and achievements.
Parents naturally want the best for their children, but that love is never
dependent on their meeting certain conditions. The family home is one
place where we are always welcome (cf. Lk 15:11-32). I would like to
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encourage everyone to see society not as a forum where strangers compete
and try to come out on top, but above all as a home or a family, where the
door is always open and where everyone feels welcome.

For this to happen, we must first listen. Communicating means
sharing, and sharing demands listening and acceptance. Listening is
much more than simply hearing. Hearing is about receiving information,
while listening is about communication, and calls for closeness. Listening
allows us to get things right, and not simply to be passive onlookers, users
or consumers. Listening also means being able to share questions and
doubts, to journey side by side, to banish all claims to absolute power and
to put our abilities and gifts at the service of the common good.

Listening is never easy. Many times it is easier to play deaf.
Listening means paying attention, wanting to understand, to value, to
respect and to ponder what the other person says. It involves a sort of
martyrdom or self-sacrifice, as we try to imitate Moses before the burning
bush: we have to remove our sandals when standing on the “holy ground”
of our encounter with the one who speaks to me (cf. Ex 3:5). Knowing
how to listen is an immense grace, it is a gift which we need to ask for and
then make every effort to practice.

Emails, text messages, social networks and chats can also be fully
human forms of communication. It is not technology which determines
whether or not communication is authentic, but rather the human heart and
our capacity to use wisely the means at our disposal. Social networks can
facilitate relationships and promote the good of society, but they can also
lead to further polarization and division between individuals and groups.
The digital world is a public square, a meeting-place where we can either
encourage or demean one another, engage in a meaningful discussion or
unfair attacks. I pray that this Jubilee Year, lived in mercy, “may open us
to even more fervent dialogue so that we might know and understand one
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