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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis

Urbi et Orbi
Easter Sunday, 16 April 2017

ear Brothers and Sisters, Happy Easter!

Today, throughout the world, the Church echoes once more
the astonishing message of the first disciples: “Jesus is risen!” — “He
is truly risen, as he said!”

The ancient feast of Passover, the commemoration of the
liberation of the Hebrew people from slavery, here finds fulfilment.
By his resurrection, Jesus Christ has set us free from the slavery of
sin and death, and has opened before us the way to eternal life.

All of us, when we let ourselves be mastered by sin,
lose the right way and end up straying like lost sheep. But God
himself, our shepherd, has come in search of us. To save us, he
lowered himself even to accepting death on the cross. Today we
can proclaim: “The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his
life for his sheep, and willingly died for his flock, alleluia” (Roman
Missal, IV Sunday of Easter, Communion antiphon).

In every age, the Risen Shepherd tirelessly seeks us, his
brothers and sisters, wandering in the deserts of this world. With
the marks of the passion — the wounds of his merciful love — he
draws us to follow him on his way, the way of life. Today too,
he places upon his shoulders so many of our brothers and sisters
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crushed by evil in all its varied forms.

The Risen Shepherd goes in search of all those lost in the
labyrinths of loneliness and marginalization. He comes to meet
them through our brothers and sisters who treat them with respect
and kindness, and help them to hear his voice, an unforgettable
voice, a voice calling them back to friendship with God.

He takes upon himself all those victimized by old and new
forms of slavery, inhuman labour, illegal trafficking, exploitation
and discrimination, and grave forms of addiction. He takes
upon himself children and adolescents deprived of their carefree
innocence and exploited, and those deeply hurt by acts of violence
that take place within the walls of their own home.

The Risen Shepherd walks beside all those forced to leave
their homelands as a result of armed conflicts, terrorist attacks,
famine and oppressive regimes. Everywhere he helps these forced
migrants to encounter brothers and sisters, with whom they can
share bread and hope on their journey.

In the complex and often dramatic situations of today’s
world, may the Risen Lord guide the steps of all those who work
for justice and peace. May he grant the leaders of nations the
courage they need to prevent the spread of conflicts and to put a
halt to the arms trade.

Especially in these days, may he sustain the efforts of all
those actively engaged in bringing comfort and relief to the civil
population in Syria, prey to a war that continues to sow horror and
death. May he grant peace to the entire Middle East, beginning
with the Holy Land, as well as in Iraq and Yemen.
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May the Good Shepherd remain close to the people of
South Sudan, Sudan, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of
Congo, who endure continuing hostilities, aggravated by the grave
famine affecting certain parts of Africa.

May the Risen Jesus sustain the efforts of all those who,
especially in Latin America, are committed to ensuring the common
good of societies marked at times by political and social tensions
that in some cases have resulted in violence. May it be possible for
bridges of dialogue to be built, by continuing to fight the scourge
of corruption and to seek viable and peaceful solutions to disputes,
for progress and the strengthening of democratic institutions in
complete respect for the rule of law.

May the Good Shepherd come to the aid of Ukraine, still
beset by conflict and bloodshed, to regain social harmony. May he
accompany every effort to alleviate the tragic sufferings of those
affected by the conflict.

The Risen Lord continues to shed his blessing upon the
continent of Europe. May he grant hope to those experiencing
moments of crisis and difficulty, especially due to high
unemployment, particularly among young people.

Dear brothers and sisters, this year Christians of every
confession celebrate Easter together. With one voice, in every part
of the world, we proclaim the great message: “The Lord is truly
risen, as he said!” May Jesus, who vanquished the darkness of sin
and death, grant peace to our days.

Happy Easter!
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND WORLD YOUTH DAY
2017

“The Mighty One has done great things for me” (Lk 1:49)

Dear Young Friends,

Here we are, on the road again, following our great meeting in
Krakéw, where we celebrated the Thirty-first World Youth Day and
the Jubilee for Young People as part of the Holy Year of Mercy. We
took as our guides Saint John Paul II and Saint Faustina Kowalska,
the apostles of divine mercy, in order to offer a concrete response to
the challenges of our time. We had a powerful experience of fraternity
and joy, and we gave the world a sign of hope. Our different flags
and languages were not a reason for rivalry and division, but an
opportunity to open the doors of our hearts and to build bridges.

At the conclusion of the Krakéw World Youth Day, I announced
the next stop in our pilgrimage, which with God’s help will bring us
to Panama in 2019. On this journey we will be accompanied by the
Virgin Mary, whom all generations call blessed (cf. Lk 1:48). This new
leg of our journey picks up from the one that preceded it, centred on
the Beatitudes, and invites us to press forward. I fervently hope that
you young people will continue to press forward, not only cherishing
the memory of the past, but also with courage in the present and hope
for the future. These attitudes were certainly present in the young
Mary of Nazareth and are clearly expressed in the themes chosen for

2017 / N0.352

SEBEEHE A 39



the three coming World Youth Days. This year (2017) we will reflect
on the faith of Mary, who says in the Magnificat: “The Mighty One
has done great things for me” (Lk 1:49). The theme for next year (2018)
— “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God” (Lk
1:30) — will lead us to meditate on the courageous charity with which
the Virgin welcomed the message of the angel. The 2019 World Youth
Day will be inspired by the words “I am the servant of the Lord. May
it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38), Mary’s hope-
filled reply to the angel.

In October 2018, the Church will celebrate the Synod of Bishops
on the theme: Youth, Faith and Vocational Discernment. We will talk
about how you, as young people, are experiencing the life of faith
amid the challenges of our time. We will also discuss the question
of how you can develop a life project by discerning your personal
vocation, whether it be to marriage in the secular and professional
world, or to the consecrated life and priesthood. It is my hope that the
journey towards the World Youth Day in Panama and the process of
preparation for the Synod will move forward in tandem.

Our age does not need young people who are “couch-potatoes”

According to Luke’s Gospel, once Mary has received the
message of the angel and said “yes” to the call to become the Mother
of the Saviour, she sets out in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth,
who was in the sixth month of her pregnancy (cf. 1:36, 39). Mary is
very young; what she was told is a great gift, but it also entails great
challenges. The Lord assured her of his presence and support, yet
many things remain obscure in her mind and heart. Yet Mary does not
shut herself up at home or let herself be paralyzed by fear or pride.
Mary is not the type that, to be comfortable, needs a good sofa where
she can feel safe and sound. She is no couch potato! (cf. Address at the
Vigil, Krakow, 30 July 2016). If her elderly cousin needs a hand, she
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does not hesitate, but immediately sets off.

It was a long way to the house of Elizabeth, about 150
kilometres. But the young woman from Nazareth, led by the Holy
Spirit, knows no obstacles. Surely, those days of journeying helped
her to meditate on the marvellous event of which she was a part. So
it is with us, whenever we set out on pilgrimage. Along the way, the
events of our own lives come to mind, we learn to appreciate their
meaning and we discern our vocation, which then becomes clear in the
encounter with God and in service to others.

The Mighty One has done great things for me

The meeting of the two women, one young and the other elderly,
is filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit and charged with joy and
wonder (cf. Lk 1:40-45). The two mothers, like the children they bear,
practically dance for joy. Elizabeth, impressed by Mary’s faith, cries
out: “Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord” (v. 45). One of the great gifts
that the Virgin received was certainly that of faith. Belief in God is a
priceless gift, but one that has to be received. Elizabeth blesses Mary
for this, and she in turn responds with the song of the Magnificat (cf.
Lk 1:46-55), in which we find the words: “The Mighty One has done
great things for me” (v. 49).

Mary’s is a revolutionary prayer, the song of a faith-filled young
woman conscious of her limits, yet confident in God’s mercy. She
gives thanks to God for looking upon her lowliness and for the work
of salvation that he has brought about for the people, the poor and the
humble. Faith is at the heart of Mary’s entire story. Her song helps us
to understand the mercy of the Lord as the driving force of history, the
history of each of us and of all humanity.

When God touches the heart of a young man or woman, they
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become capable of doing tremendous things. The “great things” that
the Almighty accomplished in the life of Mary speak also to our
own journey in life, which is not a meaningless meandering, but a
pilgrimage that, for all its uncertainties and sufferings, can find its
fulfilment in God (cf. Angelus, 15 August 2015). You may say to me:
“But Father, I have my limits, [ am a sinner, what can I do?” When the
Lord calls us, he doesn’t stop at what we are or what we have done.
On the contrary, at the very moment that he calls us, he is looking
ahead to everything we can do, all the love we are capable of giving.
Like the young Mary, you can allow your life to become a means for
making the world a better place. Jesus is calling you to leave your
mark in life, your mark on history, both your own and that of so many
others (cf. Address at the Vigil, Krakow, 30 July 2016).

Being young does not mean being disconnected from the past

Mary was little more than an adolescent, like many of you. Yet in
the Magnificat, she echoes the praises of her people and their history.
This shows us that being young does not mean being disconnected
from the past. Our personal history is part of a long trail, a communal
journey that has preceded us over the ages. Like Mary, we belong to
a people. History teaches us that, even when the Church has to sail on
stormy seas, the hand of God guides her and helps her to overcome
moments of difficulty. The genuine experience of the Church is not
like a flash mob, where people agree to meet, do their thing and then
go their separate ways. The Church is heir to a long tradition which,
passed down from generation to generation, is further enriched by the
experience of each individual. Your personal history has a place within
the greater history of the Church.

Being mindful of the past also helps us to be open to the
unexpected ways that God acts in us and through us. It also helps us
to be open to being chosen as a means by which God brings about his
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saving plan. As young people, you too can do great things and take on
fuller responsibilities, if only you recognize God’s mercy and power at
work in your lives.

I would like to ask you some questions. How do you “save” in
your memory the events and experiences of your life? What do you do
with the facts and the images present in your memory? Some of you,
particularly those hurt by certain situations in life, might want to “reset”
your own past, to claim the right to forget it all. But I would like to
remind you that there is no saint without a past, or a sinner without a
future. The pearl is born of a wound in the oyster! Jesus, by his love,
can heal our hearts and turn our lives into genuine pearls. As Saint
Paul said, the Lord can show his power through our weakness (cf. 2
Cor 12:9).

Yet our memories should not remain crammed together, as in
the memory of a hard drive. Nor can we archive everything in some
sort of virtual “cloud”. We need to learn how to make past events a
dynamic reality on which to reflect and to draw lessons and meaning
for the present and the future. This is no easy task, but one necessary
for discovering the thread of God’s love running through the whole of
our life.

Many people say that young people are distracted and superficial.
They are wrong! Still, we should acknowledge our need to reflect on
our lives and direct them towards the future. To have a past is not the
same as to have a history. In our life we can have plenty of memories,
but how many of them are really a part of our memory? How many
are significant for our hearts and help to give meaning to our lives?
In the social media, we see faces of young people appearing in any
number of pictures recounting more or less real events, but we don’t
know how much of all this is really “history”, an experience that can
be communicated and endowed with purpose and meaning. Television
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is full of “reality shows” which are not real stories, but only moments
passed before a television camera by characters living from day to day,
without a greater plan. Don’t let yourselves be led astray by this false
image of reality! Be the protagonists of your history; decide your own
future.

How to remain connected, following the example of Mary

It is said of Mary that she treasured all these things and pondered
them in her heart (cf. Lk 2:19, 51). This unassuming young woman
of Nazareth teaches us by her example to preserve the memory of the
events of our lives but also to put them together and reconstruct the
unity of all the fragments that, put together, can make up a mosaic.
How can we learn to do this in practice? Let me offer you some
suggestions.

At the end of each day, we can stop for a few minutes to
remember the good times and the challenges, the things that went
well and those that went wrong. In this way, before God and before
ourselves, we can express our gratitude, our regrets and our trust. If
you wish, you can also write them down in a notebook as a kind of
spiritual journal. This means praying in life, with life and about life,
and it will surely help you to recognize the great things that the Lord is
doing for each of you. As Saint Augustine said, we can find God in the
vast fields of our memory (cf. Confessions, X, 8, 12).

Reading the Magnificat, we realize how well Mary knew
the word of God. Every verse of her song has a parallel in the Old
Testament. The young mother of Jesus knew the prayers of her people
by heart. Surely her parents and her grandparents had taught them
to her. How important it is for the faith to be passed down from one
generation to another! There is a hidden treasure in the prayers that
past generations have taught us, in the lived spirituality of ordinary
people that we call popular piety. Mary inherits the faith of her people
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and shapes it in a song that is entirely her own, yet at the same time
the song of the entire Church, which sings it with her. If you, as young
people, want to sing a Magnificat all your own, and make your lives
a gift for humanity as a whole, it is essential to connect with the
historical tradition and the prayer of those who have gone before you.
To do so, it is important to be familiar with the Bible, God’s word,
reading it daily and letting it speak to your lives, and interpreting
everyday events in the light of what the Lord says to you in the sacred
Scriptures. In prayer and in the prayerful reading of the Bible (lectio
divina), Jesus will warm your hearts and illumine your steps, even in
the dark moments of life (cf. Lk 24:13-35).

Mary also teaches us to live “eucharistically”, that is to learn
how to give thanks and praise, and not to fixate on our problems and
difficulties alone. In the process of living, today’s prayers become
tomorrow’s reasons for thanksgiving. In this way, your participation
in Holy Mass and the occasions when you celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation will be both a high point and new beginning. Your lives
will be renewed each day in forgiveness and they will become an act
of perennial praise to the Almighty. “Trust the memory of God ... his
memory is a heart filled with tender compassion, one that rejoices in
erasing in us every trace of evil” (cf. Homily at Mass, World Youth
Day, Krakow, 31 July 2016).

We have seen that the Magnificat wells up in Mary’s heart at the
moment when she meets her elderly cousin Elizabeth. With her faith,
her keen gaze and her words, Elizabeth helps the Virgin to understand
more fully the greatness of what God is accomplishing in her and
the mission that he has entrusted to her. But what about you? Do you
realize how extraordinarily enriching the encounter between the young
and the elderly can be? How much attention do you pay to the elderly,
to your grandparents? With good reason you want to “soar”, your

2017 / N0.352

aEitE FTHEH 45




heart is full of great dreams, but you need the wisdom and the vision
of the elderly. Spread your wings and fly, but also realize that you
need to rediscover your roots and to take up the torch from those who
have gone before. To build a meaningful future, you need to know
and appreciate the past (cf. Amoris Laetitia, 190, 193). Young people
have strength, while the elderly have memory and wisdom. As Mary
did with Elizabeth, look to the elderly, to your grandparents. They will
speak to you of things that can thrill your minds and fill your hearts.

Creative fidelity for building the future

It is true that you are still young and so it can be hard for you to
appreciate the importance of tradition. But know that this is not the
same as being traditionalists. No! When Mary in the Gospel says: “The
Mighty One has done great things for me”, she means to say that those
“great things” are not over, but are still happening in the present. It is
not about the distant past. Being mindful of the past does not mean
being nostalgic or remaining attached to a certain period of history,
but rather being able to acknowledge where we have come from, so
that we can keep going back to essentials and throwing ourselves with
creative fidelity into building the future. It would be problematic and
ultimately useless to cultivate a paralyzing memory that makes us keep
doing the same things in the same way. It is a gift of God to see how
many of you, with your questions, dreams and uncertainties, refuse to
listen to those who say that things cannot change.

A society that values only the present tends to dismiss everything
inherited from the past, as for example the institutions of marriage,
consecrated life and priestly mission. These end up being seen as
meaningless and outdated forms. People think it is better to live in
“open” situations, going through life as if it were a reality show,
without aim or purpose. Don’t let yourselves be deceived! God came
to enlarge the horizons of our life in every direction. He helps us to
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give due value to the past so as better to build a future of happiness.
Yet this is possible only if we have authentic experiences of love,
which help us concretely to discern the Lord’s call and to respond to it.
For only that can bring us true happiness.

Dear young people I entrust our journey towards Panama,
together with the process of preparation for the next Synod of Bishops,
to the maternal intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I ask you to
keep in mind two important anniversaries in 2017: the three-hundredth
anniversary of the finding of the image of Our Lady of Aparecida in
Brazil and the centenary of the apparitions in Fatima, Portugal, where,
God willing, I plan to make a pilgrimage this coming May. Saint
Martin of Porres, one of the patron saints of Latin America and of the
2019 World Youth Day, in going about his humble daily duties, used to
offer the best flowers to Mary, as a sign of his filial love. May you too
cultivate a relationship of familiarity and friendship with Our Lady,
entrusting to her your joys, your worries and your concerns. | assure
you that you will not regret it!

May the maiden of Nazareth, who in the whole world has
assumed a thousand names and faces in order to be close to her
children, intercede for all of us and help us to sing of the great works
that the Lord is accomplishing in us and through us.

FRANCIS
From the Vatican, 27 February 2017

Memory of Saint Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows
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considered as an urgent issue.

CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE I11. In addition, the procedure of cemetery installation is very complicated
MINUTES OF THE 2016 AUTUMN and long; a new cemetery can only be built and run under the following

important conditions:

PLENARY ASSEMBLY (Summary) II

A. The land must be cemetery land. A cemetery land must keep a proper
horizontal distance from densely populated areas, factories, schools,

places where explosives or other flammable gas and oil materials are
produced, useful water sources, rivers and mines. A burial ground or
cemetery land can not hinder the utility of the area. The width of the

I1. Bishop John Baptist Lee of Hsinchu Diocese ) o
access road to the burial facilities must be more than 6 meters. The

Proposal: Over-all consideration of CRBC on planning and installation of area of a private cemetery installed on a hillside can’t be less than 5
Catholic cemeteries hectares. The procedure is time-consuming and takes 1 to 2 years.
Explanation: 1. If the land is a non-urban planning land and does not conform to

conditions of a cemetery land, the modification of the use of the land
I. It is a long-standing problem that there is not enough cemetery space

for the Catholic Church, and this issue has been discussed and studied
within the Hsinchu Diocese repeatedly. However, because of the limits

should be handled according to relevant rules on the control of non-
urban planning land use.

set by laws, the difficulty of land acquisition, the lack of proper legal 2. If the land is an urban planning land, and the area used does not
funeral agency, the right solution is not found yet. If the situation belong to burial ground or cemetery area, a thorough examination
continues and is not handled promptly, it will be more difficult to find and the handling of the case are required.

the solution in the future. s .
B. After the acquisition of the cemetery land, the following procedure

II. According to the current regulations on management of burial grounds, should be followed:
“Cemeteries, ash deposit facilities and cremation facilities belonging

.. . . . . 1. To write a project, to carry out an investigation on the site, to convene
to religious temples or communities built before the implementation Pro) Ty £

. . a committee for deliberation.
of these regulations can be used continuously. Any damages can be

restored in situ construction, but the height can’t be increased and 2. To write a soil-and-water conservation project, to make an assessment

the area can’t be expanded.” Therefore the existing cemeteries can’t on the environmental impact or to apply for a developmental license.
be expanded, and their long-term availability in the future should be
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3. To apply for a construction permit or a reinforcement on examination

of hillside construction.
4. To start the construction.
5. To apply for an occupation permit.
6. To apply for a procedure of putting into effect.

7. To announce the putting into effect of the burial facilities. (No

violations of regulations are found after various examinations.)
8. To run private burial facilities.
a. Operating license of burial facilities.
b. Certificate of putting into use.
c. Certificate of ownership and business conduct.

d. Facilities configuration plan and explanation, names and quantity

distribution of the content and their relative positions.
e. Service items and charges.

f. Management fee as funds for special use. The 2% of it should
be provided to the local authorities to set up the operation and

management funds for burial facilities.

IV. The existing cemeteries can’t be expanded due to the restriction of

regulations, and the establishment of a new cemetery is beyond the
capacity of any single diocese in Taiwan. Therefore, the CRBC plenary
assembly was requested to consider and investigate the cemetery
issue of Catholic Church, in order to find a solution for the long-term

development of Catholic Church.
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Resolution: Approved. A co-operation among different dioceses will be

made as much as possible.
ITI. The CRBC Commission of Sacred Liturgy

Proposal: Promotion of the day of Blessed Fr. Gabriele Allegra to be an
obligatory memorial in the liturgical calendar of the local church of

Taiwan.
Explanations:

As the Biblical scholar Fr. Bonaventure Lin said, one of the most
important resolution of Vatican II is to allow particular churches to
use local languages for liturgy, and to make considerable use of the
Word of God in the public liturgy. The Chinese all around the world,
including the Taiwan Catholic local Church, can easily follow this
important resolution together with the universal Church, thanks to
the Chinese translation from Hebrew and Greek of the whole Bible
completed by Fr. Gabriele Allegra, OFM, and members of the Scottish
Bible Society established by him one year before the opening of
Vatican II (1961). For Chinese-speaking Church, this contribution
can be compared to the air that we breathe: it is so natural that one
almost ignores its existence, and it is so important that without it the
life of faith can’t develop. Therefore, the “Venerable” Fr. Gabriele
Allegra was announced to be beatified at the Cathedral of Arcireale of
his hometown Sicilia on September 29, 2012, by Benedict XVI. He is
praised to be the humble disciple of the Wisdom, the faithful apostle of
the Word and the missionary of Far-East, full of zeal. In the “Ordo” of
Taiwan local Church, as other Martyr Saints of China, the day of the
Blessed Fr. Gabriele Allegra is to be celebrated as “Optional Memorial
Day”. In order to remind the local faithful the importance of the
Blessed Fr. Gabriele Allegra to the life of faith of the local Church, and
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to encourage the faithful to imitate his spirit of devotion, the “Promotion
of the day of Blessed Gabriele Allegra to be an obligatory memorial
in the liturgical calendar of the local church of Taiwan” is hereby

proposed.

Means:

In view of the Blessed Fr. Gabriele Allegra’s active influences
and importance to the local Church, the CRBC plenary assembly is
suggested to discuss the “Promotion of the day of Blessed Gabriele
Allegra to be an obligatory memorial”. However, the Optional
Memorial Day of the Blessed Fr. Gabriele Allegra is on January 26,
and it is the day of Saint Timothy and Titus, Bishops, an obligatory
memorial, so it is suggested to celebrate this day on weekday of
January 30 in Ordinary time (as the diocese of Hong Kong does, to
celebrate at the same time with Hong Kong Diocese), or on another
day.

2. Professor Li-Wen Chen who lives in Switzerland and who is the

Chinese pastoral executor of the Commission of care for immigrants of
the Swiss Bishops’ Conference, write “To see God with the vision of
the heart — catechism of communication between parents and children”
to help parents to accompany their children on the path of faith.

. In order to help parents of Sunday school children recognize that the

transmission of the faith to children needs their full collaboration with
Sunday school teachers so that faith can really take root in children’s
heart, and that parents can learn ways to accompany their children’s
Catholic education, the Section for Family of the CRBC invites
Professor Li-Wen Chen to hold 3 workshops of 2 days respectively in
Taipei, Hsinchu and Kaohsiung on February 25-26, 27-28 and March
4-5.

. We hope that through these 3 workshops, Family becomes a fertile

soil for the growth of our faith, where husband-wife and parent-child
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relationship are nurtured, and that sharing and living faith become a

Resolution: Approved. habit.

IV. The Commission for Evangelization of CRBC, Section for Family Means:

Proposal A: The bilateral journey of faith education for children—A 1. The Section for Family of the CRBC collaborates respectively with

golden key of faith education for mentors —three workshops the Taipei Archdiocese’s Section for Family, the Hsinchu Diocese’s

Explanations: Pastoral and Evangelization Section and Marriage and Family Center,

and the Kaohsiung Diocese’s Pastoral and Evangelization Center for

1. The first church children come into contact with is the Family. Family, on the planning of 3 workshops and relevant arrangements.

However, most of the time, parents do not know how to accompany Each diocese is invited to send people to attend these workshops in

their children all along the path of faith. As a result, parents are at a order to encourage the deepening of faith of each diocese.

loss for the transmission of the faith, so the task of Catholic education

for children is transferred to Sunday school teacher. 2. The details of these workshops are being planned; relevant information

will be sent to each diocese when the plan is finished.
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Resolution: Approved. (The Section for Family of the CRBC will be in
charge of reporting on similar activities in the future.)

Proposal B: East Asian Regional Family Conference in Taiwan
Explanation:

1. In order to respond to the invitation of the FABC Office of Laity and
Family, the Section for Family of the CRBC will undertake the East
Asian Regional Family Meeting on May 15-19, 2017. The venue will
be the St. Theresa’s Center. Pastoral and evangelization workers for
family from Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao and Mongolia
will come by then and gather together to discuss relevant issues.

2. The secretary of the FABC Office of Laity and Family came to Taiwan
recently to have a meeting to plan the theme of conference, the
speakers and the budget for next year with the preparatory working
group which has been established. In principle, on the part of attendees
of each country, they will not be charged individually. The FABC will
deliver a letter to the Bishops’ Conference of each country and ask
them to pay respectively USD 1,600. In addition, the FABC is expected
to subsidize USD 3,500 and to raise funds from the Singapore Diocese
and the Missio Munich. Therefore, the Section for Family of the CRBC
proposes that the host country raises by itself an amount of NT 500,000
(the part of USD 1,600 included).

3. About the number of conference attendees of each country, in principle
each country can have 5 attendees; Taiwan, as a host country, can have
10 attendees. Each diocese will have 1 attendee and the Section for
Family of the CRBC will have 3 attendees.

Means:
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1. Each Bishop is invited to assign a suitable person to attend the East-
Asian Regional Family Meeting. This person may not be a member of
the Section for Family of the Diocese, but he or she should be capable
to collaborate with the Section for Family of each Diocese in the future.

2. Taiwan needs to pay the amount of USD 1,600. On this part, Bishops
are invited to discuss about how to pay: or it is divided by the number
of the attendees (each person needs to paid about NTD 5,120), or it is
all paid by the CRBC, or it is paid partially by attendees and the CRBC
will pay the rest.

3. On the part of the funds that the hosting country will raise funds by
itself, the Section for Family of the CRBC plans to apply for subsidy
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of the Interior and
the Taoyuan City Government. If there is still insufficient funds that
need to be brought up to full strength, Bishops are asked to agree on
the fund-raising started by the Section for Family of the CRBC

Resolution: Agreed. The attendees will pay and the organizer will raise

funds.
V. The Commission for Social Development

Proposal: Creation of National Catholic Association of Cooperatives for

Savings
Explanation:

1. In the 60’s, our most respectable Cardinal Paul Yu Pin introduced from
Canada the idea and practice of Cooperative for Savings in the Catholic
Church, in order to relieve the economic difficulties of local society in

Taiwan at that time.
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2. At that time, almost every parish of each diocese had a cooperative, and

the system had developed into the Protestant church and the military
dependent community. Thousands of people are benefited: Some get
their life improved, some get their business established, some finish
their studies and some go for further studies.

. The system of cooperatives brings up financial professionals. Therefore,

30 years ago, the cooperatives set up in Taichung a corporate group to
run independently, gradually turn to financial system and management.

However, the basic members are still in the Church!

. The Presbyterians established soon the Presbyterian association of

cooperatives and continue to put the primary purpose into practice and
to work for the public welfare, and the result is very good!

. The association can bring into play the function and the mission of

cooperation.

Means:

. To ask the National or Diocesan Association of Parish Evangelization

Council to help to increase the number of cooperatives in the Diocese.

. To take the Presbyterian Association of cooperatives as reference and to

gather information.

. To convene a National Catholic Forum of Presidents and Cadres of

Cooperatives.

. To invite experts and specialists to give speeches.
. To prepare the Plenary Assembly of the Association.

Resolution: Agreed, and the Commission for Social Development will
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plan, prepare and carry out the means mentioned-above.

VI. The Commission for Social Development and Caritas-Taiwan
R.O.C.

Proposal: It is suggested that the Diocesan Bishops should bring the
Diocesan Caritas in the Diocesan Association of Parish Evangelization
Councils. The Parish Caritas Section will be set in the Parish

Evangelization Council.

Explanation: The Caritas-Taiwan R.O.C. will have close cooperation
with the Association of Parish Evangelization Councils and the Parish
Evangelization Council. The organization of Caritas-Taiwan R.O.C.
is strengthened. The two complement each other, for that the pastoral
care and the social concerns go together. The Diocesan Caritas and the
Parish Caritas Section can completely bring into play their mission and
task.

Means:

1. The Diocesan Caritas will be brought into the Diocesan Association of
Parish Evangelization Councils, but has its independent operation. At
the same time, the Diocesan Caritas maintains its special membership
with the Caritas-Taiwan R.O.C., the Caritas-Asia and the Caritas

International.

2. Caritas should be brought in the Parish Evangelization Council as
Parish Caritas Section.

Resolution: Approved.
VII. Commission for Interreligious Dialogue

Proposal A : 2017 International Conference for Catholic and Buddhists.
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Explanation: 60 believers are invited to share their experiences of
religious life in 4 days, in order to collect wisdom and knowledge of
life, among them 30 are Catholic religious (15 native believers, 15
foreign believers), 30 are Buddhist Masters.

Means:

Venue: 3 choices

Choice 1: Ling Jiou Mountain (Reception upon arrival)
Advantage: Lesser cost. (About NTD155,000)

Disadvantage: Other Buddhist societies are not willing to attend, and the
Catholic laypeople can’t have a full participation.

Co-organizer: Ling Jiou Mountain

Choice 2: Catholic Venue: in the North, the Taiwan Catholic Regional
Seminary (Capacity of only 50 people) and the Fu Jen University as
venue, Wen Cui Building as hostel and spiritual activity venue. In
the South, the Mount Beatitude. In the Central, the Bishop’s office of
Chiayi Diocese or the Manresa Center of Spirituality.

Advantage: The Catholic Church has a dominant place and can invite
each Buddhist society.

Disadvantage: Fund-raising difficulty. (The budget is NTD 800,400) (To
apply for the subsidy from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Potential Co-organizer for the Catholic Church: the Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary, the Fu Jen University, the Manresa Center of
Spirituality.

Choice 3: Master Shi Jing Yao (Abbot of Ci Fa Chan Temple, Director of
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the International Affairs Department of the Buddhist Association of the
Republic of China, Chairman of Taiwan Conference on Religion and
Peace)

Advantage: Lesser cost.

Disadvantage: Four other Buddhist big societies such as Dharma Drum
Mountain, Chung Tai Mountain, Fo Guan Shan and Tzhchi and other
Buddhist societies may not be willing to attend.

Potential Co-organizer: Ci Fa Chan Temple (No. 21, lane 23, Section
1 of Xue Fu Road, Tu Cheng District, New Taipei City)

Resolution: Agreed. All will be handled by the Commission for
Interreligious Dialogue.

Proposal B: The Hong Kong Diocese intends to reach a consensus with
the CRBC to upload on the Chinese website of the Vatican the booklet
of Justification by Faith published in 2014.

Explanation: Bishop Thomas Chung received a letter from Hong Kong
Diocese on September 30, 2016 to express that they will upload the
booklet together with the declaration on the Chinese website of the
Vatican.

Means:

1. Bishop Thomas Chung already contacted Fr. John Lai in May 2015 and
his opinion about the booklet of Justification by Faith was as follows:

The Hong Kong Diocese can decide on its own to upload the Chinese
version of the booklet of Justification by Faith on the Chinese website

of the Vatican, no agreement or endorsement of the CRBC is needed.
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The Bishops are suggested to decide.

Resolution: Approved.

VIII. Taichung Diocese

Proposal: The 5th Asia Oceania Mariological Conference
Theme: Virgin Mary and Family

Venue: Manresa Center of Spirituality of Changhua

Attendees: 50 fathers and religious sisters from Asia and Oceania, 70
laypersons from Taiwan.

Resolution : Approved.
IX. Chiayi Diocese

Proposal: The 4th National Eucharistic Congress is suggested to be held
in 2019.

Explanation:

1. The 3nd National Eucharistic Congress (hereinafter referred to as
NEC) is held by Taichung Diocese. In the review meeting, it is told
that for the past 3 times, the NEC is held 1 time every 2 years, and the
frequency is high; it is suggested that from the next time on, it is more
appropriate to held every 3 or 4 years.

2. The 52nd International Eucharistic Congress will be held in 2020, in
Budapest, Hungary.

3. It is suggested by the Section for Eucharistic Devotion Promotion
of the CRBC that it can be held around the International Eucharistic
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Congress, so that the atmosphere can be more cohesive and relevant

activities can be planned

4. There is special significance to hold the NEC in 2019, the 160th
anniversary of the coming of Catholicism in Taiwan.

Suggestion: The Bishops are suggested to approve that Chiayi Diocese
will hold the 4th NEC in 2019.

Resolution: Approved.

X. Commission for the Doctrine of Faith and Catechetical Instruction
- Bible Apostolate

Proposal: Revision of the Statutes of the Chinese Biblical Association.

Explanation: In order to encourage connections among different
Diocesan Bible Apostolate Associations, to promote together with
them relevant pastoral work through biblical studies in Taiwan and to
bring into play the organizational effectiveness, the Chinese Biblical
Association revised its statutes. (Cf. the attachment documents)

Resolution: Approved. (Date: November 23, 2016)
Extraordinary motion:

1. The surplus of the 2016 National Eucharistic Congress.
Explanation:

1. The surplus of the 2016 National Eucharistic Congress is NTD
1,220,108.

(Itis NTD 1,203,402 on July 30, 2016)
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* Bishops and Men and Women Religious Superiors Joint Meeting =) !

Date: 10:00am — 3:00pm, Tuesday 28 March, 2017
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Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building (39, An Ju Street)

1
R

o

18

#

2

ko
(%)

i) %
7 i
| BREA £5 8 A ML 2

¥
@ |HHE-00

B e 5

Bk

%A

24
(77

o

PR
n

E:

AN (PR3 Ak 5 B MW F )

&

2017 / No.352

%
#

#
#
#
*®
A
iR
H
##




% 1T Fh
%17 A

* 4R

yial

TR BIES -
 MEEAREZHG S EMMEEHE
A
E o

= =

=

)

i

Website

Email

ED Rl PR

Ak 5 H#A

WEEE

chEEHEAE

g

C BEME FHE BT
: //\LI—I)H
FHEWEER
ailtmZERE399%
19700247

(02) 2732-6602
(02) 2732-8603

- www.catholic.org.tw

. bishconf(@catholic.org.tw

 2EAREAT
=5 ER,

1 2017948

(02 ) 2302-6442

S 5C- B R 555 80475%
BF515255% / RS R/HEART




