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SPECIFIC REGULATIONS REGARDING
THE TRANSFER OF POWER

FROM THE RETIRING BISHOP TO
THE NEW DIOCESAN BISHOP

DECREE

The Church appreciates the mission and services of retiring
bishops and looks forward to their continued service to the Church,
especially through their example of life and eventual pastoral
collaboration with the local Church, with due respect for canonical

norms.

Can. 393 of the Code of Canon Law prescribes that in all the
juridical matters of a diocese, the diocesan bishop acts in the person
of the diocese. Therefore, by means of the act of taking canonical
possession of the diocese (can. 382, § 1), the new diocesan bishop

becomes the sole legal representative of the diocese, and all the

2017 / No.353

respective powers and faculties are automatically transferred to
him. To render this fully effective also in civil law, the retiring
bishop has the responsibility of taking every necessary step to
ensure the legal transfer of all rights and duties incumbent upon the
office to the new diocesan bishop.

The Chinese Regional Bishops’Conference, therefore, Decrees:

By the act of taking canonical possession of the diocese, the new
diocesan bishop becomes the President of the Board of the juridical
person (corporation)' according to its Statutes. The Statues of
the corporation should include the provision for such automatic

succession by the new diocesan bishop.

If the Statutes of the corporation prescribe a certain number of
members for the Board of the diocesan corporation, they must
include also a provision stating that its President will always be
the diocesan bishop presently in office. Consequently, the bishop
emeritus relinquishes all roles and offices that he held in virtue of
being the diocesan bishop, including that of the President of the
Board of the civil corporation, when the new diocesan bishop takes
canonical possession. The bishop emeritus should, in due time,
facilitate and conclude all the necessary civil formalities in order to

render this canonical principle effective in civil law as well.

1 Corporation is another name for a juridical persona as per the
Taiwanese civil law.
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Homily of His Eminence,

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri

At the Eucharistic Liturgy
for Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter

Taoyuan, 16 May 2017
Acts 14:19-28;Ps. 114; Jn 14:27-31

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you”
(Jn 14:27)

Before I begin my homily, I would like to express my gratitude
to His Excellency, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Bishop of Hsinchu, for
his invitation to be with you. In doing so, I also offer cordial greetings
to my brother-bishops, priests and deacons and those men and women
in the consecrated life, as well as all the lay faithful. A special word of
recognition to the young people among us, who will be the focus of the
next synod of bishops, scheduled to take place in the Vatican in October
2018. I call upon you actively to take part in the synod’s preparation. Pope
Francis wished to devote an entire synodal assembly to you as a sign that
you are close to the heart of the Holy Father and the bishops and that they
wish to assist you in living the faith and understanding the Lord’s plan for
each of you.

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you” (Jn 14:27).
These words, taken from the Gospel, which we have just heard
proclaimed, offer us the opportunity to reflect on the subject of peace at
a time when peace in various parts of the world is threatened by the cold
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winds of war.

In his “spiritual testament” announced shortly before his passion
and death, Jesus speaks to his disciples of the great gift he has in store
for them at Easter, namely, that, after his resurrection, he will give them
his gift of peace. With this in mind, we note that all the resurrection
appearances of Christ begin with this greeting: “Peace be with you!”,
which has been used in the Church’s liturgy since the early centuries. It
could even be said that peace is at the centre of Jesus’ teaching, as set
forth by the Apostle Paul in his reference to the “Gospel of Peace” (Eph
6:15).

Jesus, however, points out that his peace is radically different
from that of the world. In fact, his peace is not simply the absence of
conflict, which is certainly a very important aspect, but the Lord’s peace
is much more. The Lord’s gift of peace is an inner condition which has
to do with the “heart”, namely, the intellectual, spiritual, and decision-
making centre of each person, according to biblical understanding. Earlier
we hear Jesus say, “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be
afraid” (Jn 14:27), an assurance that the peace of Jesus strengthens the
heart and allows a person to overcome the fear which holds a person back
and makes a person a prisoner.

Understanding the meaning of “peace” in the Gospels requires
considering the Jewish word shalom in the Old Testament. For Israel,
peace was essentially a religious word, which, over time, gradually
became a special way of wishing another person God’s gift of salvation.
In fact, shalom indicated not so much the absence of war (like the Latin
word pax), but a condition of spiritual well-being and collective prosperity
which comes from God alone and would definitively accompany the
Messiah, whose arrival was expected and hoped for.

In precisely fulfilling these Jewish expectations, the Gospels
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present Christ as the one who gives the shalom, promised to humanity.
He is the “Prince of Peace,” prophesied by the prophet Isaiah (Is 9:6) and
“wounded for our transgressions” (Is 53:5), who voluntarily accepted
death, thereby “making peace by the blood of his cross” (Col 1:20).

Jesus’ gift of peace is, at one and the same time, peace with God,
peace with oneself and peace with others. If we look within ourselves, we
realize that many times we are unable to be at peace with our brothers and
sisters, because we have turned away from God, the only source of a true
and lasting peace, and are in conflict within ourselves by not accepting
ourselves for who and what we are or by not forgiving ourselves for our
mistakes or by not being content with what we have. Often, a very cruel
and damaging war is fought within the human heart. These are inner
battles which can also arise from external factors in families, school,
work or Christian communities and even major national and international
conflicts.

Unfortunately, this situation does not spare newer generations.
Today, too many young people — whom we oftentimes quickly refer to
as engaged in wrongdoing, lacking any stability and confused — manifest
a deep malaise which can prevent them from experiencing joy, peace and
solace. By all appearances, young people seem materially and physically
to be in want of nothing and sometimes be judged to have too much, but
in reality the young can often lack what is essential, namely a meaning
in life. The next Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, in
treating the topic: “Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment,”
intends to offer hope to all young people in the world by assisting pastors
and pastoral workers in dioceses to “take a gamble” on young people, who
have so much to say and so much to give to the Church in our times.

My dear friends in Christ, in spite of everything, the Christian
is always a man of peace. The Apostle Paul gives us a shining example,
as we have heard in the first reading from the book of the Acts of the
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Apostles. In Lystra, a place in Asia Minor, Paul is fiercely stoned by the
crowd which was incited to this action by some Jews who specifically
came from Antioch and Iconium. He is dragged out of the city and,
because of the violence used against him, his disciples believe he is dead.
On the contrary, Paul rises and returns to that very same city to continue
his work of proclaiming the Gospel.

He makes no complaints nor do words of vengeance come to
his lips. In fact, continuing his preaching, he encourages the disciples
and converts “ that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom
of God” (Acts 14:22). Suffering, endured with a sense of peace, is
an essential part of the Christian mission. A Christian can have many
enemies, but an authentic Christian is the enemy of no one.

In this way the words of the Master are fulfilled, as recalled by
the Evangelist Matthew: “Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven;
for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain
on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what
reward have you?” (Mt 5:44-46).

Persecutions and suffering not only do not impede Paul's
missionary activity, but, on the contrary, give it greater effectiveness,
as seen in the extraordinary number of conversions from his preaching
wherever he went. Moreover, in Paul’s proclaiming Christ crucified, the
central message of his preaching, how could his testimony be credible,
if he was not first willing to accept the cross, fully aware that it was “a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles” (1 Cor 1:23)? And yet, “the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger
than men” (1 Cor 1:25).

Christ’s Beloved faithful in Taiwan, the readings we have heard
invite us not to become discouraged in facing trials and always to trust
in the God of peace. You are in the heart of the Church and, to be sure,
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also in the heart of the Pope. I therefore ask you constantly to pray for his
ministry, for the whole Church, for the Synod of Bishops and for all the

young people in the world.
Amen
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