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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE 104th WORLD DAY OF

MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2018
[14 January 2018]

“Welcoming, protecting, promoting and
integrating migrants and refugees”

Dear brothers and sisters!

“You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native
among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus 19:34).

Throughout the first years of my pontificate, I have repeatedly expressed
my particular concern for the lamentable situation of many migrants
and refugees fleeing from war, persecution, natural disasters and
poverty. This situation is undoubtedly a “sign of the times” which I have
tried to interpret, with the help of the Holy Spirit, ever since my visit
to Lampedusa on 8 July 2013. When I instituted the new Dicastery for

Promoting Integral Human Development, I wanted a particular section —
under my personal direction for the time being — to express the Church’s

concern for migrants, displaced people, refugees and victims of human
trafficking.

Every stranger who knocks at our door is an opportunity for an encounter
with Jesus Christ, who identifies with the welcomed and rejected strangers
of every age (Matthew 25:35-43). The Lord entrusts to the Church’s
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motherly love every person forced to leave their homeland in search of
a better future.!"’ This solidarity must be concretely expressed at every
stage of the migratory experience — from departure through journey to
arrival and return. This is a great responsibility, which the Church intends
to share with all believers and men and women of good will, who are
called to respond to the many challenges of contemporary migration with
generosity, promptness, wisdom and foresight, each according to their
own abilities.

In this regard, I wish to reaffirm that “our shared response may be
articulated by four verbs: to welcome, to protect, to promote and to

integrate”.””’

Considering the current situation, welcoming means, above all, offering
broader options for migrants and refugees to enter destination countries
safely and legally. This calls for a concrete commitment to increase and
simplify the process for granting humanitarian visas and for reunifying
families. At the same time, I hope that a greater number of countries
will adopt private and community sponsorship programmes, and open
humanitarian corridors for particularly vulnerable refugees. Furthermore,
special temporary visas should be granted to people fleeing conflicts in
neighbouring countries. Collective and arbitrary expulsions of migrants
and refugees are not suitable solutions, particularly where people
are returned to countries which cannot guarantee respect for human
dignity and fundamental rights.”) Once again, I want to emphasise the
importance of offering migrants and refugees adequate and dignified
initial accommodation. “More widespread programmes of welcome,
already initiated in different places, seem to favour a personal encounter
and allow for greater quality of service and increased guarantees of
success”.! The principle of the centrality of the human person, firmly
stated by my beloved Predecessor, Benedict XVI,”! obliges us to always
prioritise personal safety over national security. It is necessary, therefore,
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to ensure that agents in charge of border control are properly trained. The
situation of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees requires that they be
guaranteed personal safety and access to basic services. For the sake of
the fundamental dignity of every human person, we must strive to find
alternative solutions to detention for those who enter a country without
authorisation."”

The second verb — protecting — may be understood as a series of steps
intended to defend the rights and dignity of migrants and refugees,

independent of their legal status."”

Such protection begins in the country
of origin, and consists in offering reliable and verified information before
departure, and in providing safety from illegal recruitment practices.
] This must be ongoing, as far as possible, in the country of migration,
guaranteeing them adequate consular assistance, the right to personally
retain their identity documents at all times, fair access to justice,
the possibility of opening a personal bank account, and a minimum
sufficient to live on. When duly recognised and valued, the potential
and skills of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees are a true resource

for the communities that welcome them.™

This is why I hope that, in
countries of arrival, migrants may be offered freedom of movement, work
opportunities, and access to means of communication, out of respect for
their dignity. For those who decide to return to their homeland, I want
to emphasise the need to develop social and professional reintegration
programmes. The International Convention on the Rights of the
Child provides a universal legal basis for the protection of underage
migrants. They must be spared any form of detention related to migratory
status, and must be guaranteed regular access to primary and secondary
education. Equally, when they come of age they must be guaranteed
the right to remain and to enjoy the possibility of continuing their
studies. Temporary custody or foster programmes should be provided for
unaccompanied minors and minors separated from their families."” The
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universal right to a nationality should be recognised and duly certified
for all children at birth. The statelessness which migrants and refugees
sometimes fall into can easily be avoided with the adoption of “nationality
legislation that is in conformity with the fundamental principles of
international law”."""! Migratory status should not limit access to national
healthcare and pension plans, nor affect the transfer of their contributions
if repatriated.

Promoting essentially means a determined effort to ensure that all
migrants and refugees — as well as the communities which welcome
them — are empowered to achieve their potential as human beings, in all
the dimensions which constitute the humanity intended by the Creator.
21 Among these, we must recognize the true value of the religious
dimension, ensuring to all foreigners in any country the freedom
of religious belief and practice. Many migrants and refugees have
abilities which must be appropriately recognised and valued. Since “work,
by its nature, is meant to unite peoples”,"* I encourage a determined effort
to promote the social and professional inclusion of migrants and refugees,
guaranteeing for all — including those seeking asylum — the possibility
of employment, language instruction and active citizenship, together
with sufficient information provided in their mother tongue. In the case
of underage migrants, their involvement in labour must be regulated to
prevent exploitation and risks to their normal growth and development. In
2006, Benedict XVI highlighted how, in the context of migration, the
family is “a place and resource of the culture of life and a factor for the
integration of values”."*) The family’s integrity must always be promoted,
supporting family reunifications — including grandparents, grandchildren
and siblings — independent of financial requirements. Migrants, asylum
seekers and refugees with disabilities must be granted greater assistance
and support. While I recognize the praiseworthy efforts, thus far, of many
countries, in terms of international cooperation and humanitarian aid, I
hope that the offering of this assistance will take into account the needs
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(such as medical and social assistance, as well as education) of developing
countries which receive a significant influx of migrants and refugees. I
also hope that local communities which are vulnerable and facing material

hardship, will be included among aid beneficiaries.!"”

The final verb — integrating — concerns the opportunities for
intercultural enrichment brought about by the presence of migrants
and refugees. Integration is not “an assimilation that leads migrants to
suppress or to forget their own cultural identity. Rather, contact with
others leads to discovering their ‘secret’, to being open to them in order
to welcome their valid aspects and thus contribute to knowing each
one better. This is a lengthy process that aims to shape societies and
cultures, making them more and more a reflection of the multi-faceted
gifts of God to human beings”." This process can be accelerated by
granting citizenship free of financial or linguistic requirements, and by
offering the possibility of special legalisation to migrants who can claim
a long period of residence in the country of arrival. I reiterate the need
to foster a culture of encounter in every way possible — by increasing
opportunities for intercultural exchange, documenting and disseminating
best practices of integration, and developing programmes to prepare local
communities for integration processes. I wish to stress the special case
of people forced to abandon their country of arrival due to a humanitarian
crisis. These people must be ensured adequate assistance for repatriation
and effective reintegration programmes in their home countries.

In line with her pastoral tradition, the Church is ready to commit herself
to realising all the initiatives proposed above. Yet in order to achieve
the desired outcome, the contribution of political communities and civil
societies is indispensable, each according to their own responsibilities.

At the United Nations Summit held in New York on 19 September 2016,
world leaders clearly expressed their desire to take decisive action in
support of migrants and refugees to save their lives and protect their
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rights, sharing this responsibility on a global level. To this end, the states
committed themselves to drafting and approving, before the end of 2018,
two Global Compacts, one for refugees and the other for migrants.

Dear brothers and sisters, in light of these processes currently underway,
the coming months offer a unique opportunity to advocate and support
the concrete actions which I have described with four verbs. I invite you,
therefore, to use every occasion to share this message with all political
and social actors involved (or who seek to be involved) in the process
which will lead to the approval of the two Global Compacts.

Today, 15 August, we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of
Mary. The Holy Mother of God herself experienced the hardship of exile
(Matthew 2:13-15), lovingly accompanied her Son’s journey to Calvary,
and now shares eternally his glory. To her maternal intercession we
entrust the hopes of all the world’s migrants and refugees and the
aspirations of the communities which welcome them, so that, responding
to the Lord’s supreme commandment, we may all learn to love the other,
the stranger, as ourselves.

Vatican City, 15 August 2017

Solemnity of the Assumption of the B.V. Mary
FRANCIS

[1] Cf. Pius XII, Apostolic Constitution Exsul Familia, Titulus Primus, I.

[2] Address to Participants in the International Forum on “Migration and
Peace”, 21 February 2017.

[3] Cf. Statement of the Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the
103rd Session of the Council of the IOM, 26 November 2013.

[4] Address to Participants in the International Forum on “Migration and
Peace”, 21 February 2017.
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[5] Cf. Benedict X VI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, 47.

[6] Cf. Statement of the Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the
20th Session of the UN Human Rights Council, 22 June 2012.

[7] Cf. Benedict X VI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate, 62.

[8] Cf. Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People, Instruction Erga Migrantes Caritas Christi, 6.

[9] Cf. Benedict XVI, Address to the Participants in the 6th World
Congress for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, 9
November 2009.

[10] Cf. Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Migrants and
Refugees (2010) and Statement of the Permanent Observer of the Holy
See to the 26th Ordinary Session of the Human Rights Council on the
Human Rights of Migrants, 13 June 2014.

[11] Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People and Pontifical Council Cor Unum, Welcoming Christ in
Refugees and Forcibly Displaced Persons, 2013, 70.

[12] Cf. Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio, 14.
[13] John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus, 27.

[14] Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Migrants and
Refugees (2007).

[15] Cf. Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People and Pontifical Council Cor Unum, Welcoming Christ in
Refugees and Forcibly Displaced Persons, 2013, 30-31.

[16] John Paul 11, Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees
(2005).
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS

FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH WORLD
DAY OF THE SICK 2018

Mater Ecclesiae: “Behold, your son... Behold, your
mother.
And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.”
(Jn 19:26-27)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Church’s service to the sick and those who care for them must
continue with renewed vigour, in fidelity to the Lord’s command (cf. Lk
9:2-6; Mt 10:1-8; Mk 6:7-13) and following the eloquent example of her

Founder and Master.

The theme for this year’s Day of the Sick is provided by the words that
Jesus spoke from the Cross to Mary, his Mother, and to John: “Woman,
behold your son ... Behold your mother. And from that hour the disciple
took her into his home” (Jn 19:26-27).

1. The Lord’s words brilliantly illuminate the mystery of the Cross, which
does not represent a hopeless tragedy, but rather the place where Jesus
manifests his glory and shows his love to the end. That love in turn
was to become the basis and rule for the Christian community and the

life of each disciple.
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Before all else, Jesus’ words are the source of Mary’s maternal
vocation for all humanity. Mary was to be, in particular, the Mother of
her Son’s disciples, caring for them and their journey through life. As
we know, a mother’s care for her son or daughter includes both the

material and spiritual dimensions of their upbringing.

The unspeakable pain of the Cross pierces Mary’s soul (cf. Lk 2:35),
but does not paralyze her. Quite the opposite. As the Lord’s Mother,
a new path of self-giving opens up before her. On the Cross, Jesus
showed his concern for the Church and all humanity, and Mary is
called to share in that same concern. In describing the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the Acts of the Apostles show that Mary
began to carry out this role in the earliest community of the Church. A

role that never ceases.

2. John, the beloved disciple, is a figure of the Church, the messianic

people. He must acknowledge Mary as his Mother. In doing so,
he is called to take her into his home, to see in her the model of all
discipleship, and to contemplate the maternal vocation that Jesus
entrusted to her, with all that it entails: a loving Mother who gives
birth to children capable of loving as Jesus commands. That is why
Mary’s maternal vocation to care for her children is entrusted to John
and to the Church as a whole. The entire community of disciples is

included in Mary’s maternal vocation.

3. John, as a disciple who shared everything with Jesus, knows that the

Master wants to lead all people to an encounter with the Father. He
can testify to the fact that Jesus met many people suffering from

spiritual sickness due to pride (cf. Jn 8:31-39) and from physical
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ailments (cf. Jn 5:6). He bestowed mercy and forgiveness upon all,
and healed the sick as a sign of the abundant life of the Kingdom,
where every tear will be wiped away. Like Mary, the disciples are
called to care for one another, but not only that. They know that Jesus’
heart is open to all and excludes no one. The Gospel of the Kingdom
must be proclaimed to all, and the charity of Christians must be

directed to all, simply because they are persons, children of God.

4. The Church’s maternal vocation to the needy and to the sick has found

concrete expression throughout the two thousand years of her history
in an impressive series of initiatives on behalf of the sick. This history
of dedication must not be forgotten. It continues to the present day
throughout the world. In countries where adequate public health
care systems exist, the work of Catholic religious congregations and
dioceses and their hospitals is aimed not only at providing quality
medical care, but also at putting the human person at the centre of
the healing process, while carrying out scientific research with full
respect for life and for Christian moral values. In countries where
health care systems are inadequate or non-existent, the Church seeks
to do what she can to improve health, eliminate infant mortality and
combat widespread disease. Everywhere she tries to provide care,
even when she is not in a position to offer a cure. The image of the
Church as a “field hospital” that welcomes all those wounded by life is
a very concrete reality, for in some parts of the world, missionary and
diocesan hospitals are the only institutions providing necessary care to

the population.

5. The memory of this long history of service to the sick is cause for
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rejoicing on the part of the Christian community, and especially those
presently engaged in this ministry. Yet we must look to the past
above all to let it enrich us. We should learn the lesson it teaches us
about the self-sacrificing generosity of many founders of institutes
in the service of the infirm, the creativity, prompted by charity, of
many initiatives undertaken over the centuries, and the commitment
to scientific research as a means of offering innovative and reliable
treatments to the sick. This legacy of the past helps us to build a
better future, for example, by shielding Catholic hospitals from the
business mentality that is seeking worldwide to turn health care into
a profit-making enterprise, which ends up discarding the poor. Wise
organization and charity demand that the sick person be respected in
his or her dignity, and constantly kept at the centre of the therapeutic
process. This should likewise be the approach of Christians who work
in public structures; through their service, they too are called to bear

convincing witness to the Gospel.

6. Jesus bestowed upon the Church his healing power: “These signs

will accompany those who believe... they will lay hands on the sick,
and they will recover (Mk 16:17-18). In the Acts of the Apostles,
we read accounts of the healings worked by Peter (cf. Acts 3:4-8)
and Paul (cf. Acts 14:8-11). The Church’s mission is a response to
Jesus’ gift, for she knows that she must bring to the sick the Lord’s
own gaze, full of tenderness and compassion. Health care ministry
will always be a necessary and fundamental task, to be carried out
with renewed enthusiasm by all, from parish communities to the most
largest healthcare institutions. We cannot forget the tender love and

perseverance of many families in caring for their chronically sick
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or severely disabled children, parents and relatives. The care given
within families is an extraordinary witness of love for the human
person; it needs to be fittingly acknowledged and supported by suitable
policies. Doctors and nurses, priests, consecrated men and women,
volunteers, families and all those who care for the sick, take part in
this ecclesial mission. It is a shared responsibility that enriches the

value of the daily service given by each.

7. To Mary, Mother of tender love, we wish to entrust all those who are

ill in body and soul, that she may sustain them in hope. We ask her
also to help us to be welcoming to our sick brothers and sisters. The
Church knows that she requires a special grace to live up to her
evangelical task of serving the sick. May our prayers to the Mother
of God see us united in an incessant plea that every member of the
Church may live with love the vocation to serve life and health. May
the Virgin Mary intercede for this Twenty-sixth World Day of the Sick;
may she help the sick to experience their suffering in communion with
the Lord Jesus; and may she support all those who care for them. To
all, the sick, to healthcare workers and to volunteers, I cordially impart

my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 26 November 2017
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

FRANCIS
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2018 Lenten Message of
His Holiness Pope Francis

“Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of
many will grow cold” (Mt 24:12)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once again, the Pasch of the Lord draws near! In our preparation
for Easter, God in his providence offers us each year the season of Lent
as a “sacramental sign of our conversion”. Lent summons us, and
enables us, to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in every aspect
of our life.

With this message, I would like again this year to help the entire
Church experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in truth. I will
take my cue from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “Because

of the increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold” (24:12).

These words appear in Christ’s preaching about the end of time. They
were spoken in Jerusalem, on the Mount of Olives, where the Lord’s
passion would begin. In reply to a question of the disciples, Jesus
foretells a great tribulation and describes a situation in which the
community of believers might well find itself: amid great trials, false
prophets would lead people astray and the love that is the core of the
Gospel would grow cold in the hearts of many.

1 Roman Missal, Collect for the First Sunday of Lent (Italian).
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False prophets

Let us listen to the Gospel passage and try to understand the guise such
false prophets can assume.

They can appear as “snake charmers”, who manipulate human emotions
in order to enslave others and lead them where they would have them
go. How many of God’s children are mesmerized by momentary plea-
sures, mistaking them for true happiness! How many men and women
live entranced by the dream of wealth, which only makes them slaves to

profit and petty interests! How many go

through life believing that they are sufficient unto themselves, and end up

entrapped by loneliness!

False prophets can also be “charlatans”, who offer easy and immediate so-
lutions to suffering that soon prove utterly useless. How many young peo-
ple are taken in by the panacea of drugs, of disposable relationships, of easy
but dishonest gains! How many more are ensnared in a thoroughly “virtual”
existence, in which relationships appear quick and straightforward, only
to prove meaningless! These swindlers, in peddling things that have no
real value, rob people of all that is most precious: dignity, freedom and
the ability to love. They appeal to our vanity, our trust in appearances,
but in the end they only make fools of us. Nor should we be surprised. In
order to confound the human heart, the devil, who is “a liar and the father
of lies” (Jn 8:44), has always presented evil as good, falsehood as truth.
That is why each of us is called to peer into our heart to see if we are fall-
ing prey to the lies of these false prophets. We must learn to look closely,
beneath the surface, and to recognize what leaves a good and lasting mark
on our hearts, because it comes from God and is truly for our benefit.
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A cold heart

In his description of hell, Dante Alighieri pictures the devil seated
on a throne of ice,” in frozen and loveless isolation. We might well ask
ourselves how it happens that charity can turn cold within us. What are

the signs that indicate that our love is beginning to cool?

More than anything else, what destroys charity is greed for money,
“the root of all evil” (I Tim 6:10). The rejection of God and his peace
soon follows; we prefer our own desolation rather than the comfort
found in his word and the sacraments.’ All this leads to violence
against anyone we think is a threat to our own “certainties”: the unborn
child, the elderly and infirm, the migrant, the alien among us, or our

neighbour who does not live up to our expectations.

Creation itself becomes a silent witness to this cooling of charity. The
earth is poisoned by refuse, discarded out of carelessness or for self-
interest. The seas, themselves polluted, engulf the remains of countless
shipwrecked victims of forced migration. The heavens, which in God’s
plan, were created to sing his praises, are rent by engines raining down

implements of death.

Love can also grow cold in our own communities. In the Apostolic
Exhortation

Evangelii Gaudium, 1 sought to describe the most evident signs of this lack
of love:

2 Inferno XXXIV, 28-29.

3 “It is curious, but many times we are afraid of consolation, of

being comforted. Or rather, we feel more secure in sorrow and
desolation. Do you know why? Because in sorrow we feel almost
as protagonists. However, in consolation the Holy Spirit is the
protagonist!” (4ngelus, 7 December 2014).
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selfishness and spiritual sloth, sterile pessimism, the temptation to self-
absorption, constant warring among ourselves, and the worldly mentality
that makes us concerned only for appearances, and thus lessens our

missionary zeal.*
What are we to do?

Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves and all about us, the signs I
have just described. But the Church, our Mother and Teacher, along
with the often bitter medicine of the truth, offers us in the Lenten season

the soothing remedy of prayer, almsgiving and fasting.

By devoting more time to prayer, we enable our hearts to root out
our secret lies and forms of self-deception,” and then to find the

consolation God offers. He is our Father and he wants us to live life well.

Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to regard our neighbour
as a brother or sister. What I possess is never mine alone. How I
would like almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of
us! How I would like us, as Christians, to follow the example of the
Apostles and see in the sharing of our possessions a tangible witness of
the communion that is ours in the Church! For this reason, I echo Saint
Paul’s exhortation to the Corinthians to take up a collection for the
community of Jerusalem as something from which they themselves
would benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all the more fitting during
the Lenten season, when many groups take up collections to assist
Churches and peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even in our
daily encounters with those who beg for our assistance, we would see
such requests as coming from God himself. When we give alms, we

share in God’s providential care for each of his children. If through me

4 Evangelii Gaudium, 76-109.
5 Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi, 33.
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God helps someone today, will he not tomorrow provide for my own

needs? For no one is more generous than God.’

Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it disarms us and becomes
an important opportunity for growth. On the one hand, it allows us to
experience what the destitute and the starving have to endure. On
the other hand, it expresses our own spiritual hunger and thirst for life
in God. Fasting wakes us up. It makes us more attentive to God and our
neighbour. It revives our desire to obey God, who alone is capable of

satisfying our hunger.

I would also like my invitation to extend beyond the bounds of the
Catholic Church, and to reach all of you, men and women of good will,
who are open to hearing God’s voice. Perhaps, like ourselves, you are
disturbed by the spread of iniquity in the world, you are concerned about
the chill that paralyzes hearts and actions, and you see a weakening in
our sense of being members of the one human family. Join us, then,
in raising our plea to God, in fasting, and in offering whatever you

can to our brothers and sisters in need!
The fire of Easter

Above all, T urge the members of the Church to take up the Lenten
journey with enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer.
If, at times, the flame of charity seems to die in our own hearts, know
that this is never the case in the heart of God! He constantly gives us a

chance to begin loving anew.

One such moment of grace will be, again this year, the “24 Hours for
the Lord” initiative, which invites the entire Church community
to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation in the context of

6 Cf. PIUS XII, Encyclical Letter Fidei Donum, 111.
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Eucharistic adoration. In 2018, inspired by the words of Psalm 130:4,
“With you is forgiveness”, this will take place from Friday, 9 March
to Saturday, 10 March. In each diocese, at least one church will remain
open for twenty-four consecutive hours, offering an opportunity for

both Eucharistic adoration and sacramental confession.

During the Easter Vigil, we will celebrate once more the moving rite
of the lighting of the Easter candle. Drawn from the “new fire”, this
light will slowly overcome the darkness and illuminate the liturgical
assembly. “May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of
our hearts and minds”,” and enable all of us to relive the experience
of the disciples on the way to Emmaus. By listening to God’s word
and drawing nourishment from the table of the Eucharist, may our hearts

be ever more ardent in faith, hope and love.

With affection and the promise of my prayers for all of you, I send you

my blessing. Please do not forget to pray for me.

From the Vatican, 1 November 2017 Solemnity of All Saints

7 Roman Missal (Third Edition), Easter Vigil, Lucernarium.
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CHINESE REGIONAL
BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE

Minutes of The 2017
Autumn Plenary Assembly

Date: November 28-December 1, 2017 (Tuesday-Friday)

Venue:  CRBC Administrative Bldg.
(39 An-Ju St., Taan District, Taipei 10672)

President: Most Rev. John Hung, SVD

Attendees: Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin,
Most Rev. Philip Huang, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee,
Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Martin Su,
Most Rev. John Baptist Tseng

Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan
Guest: Msgr. Sladan Cosié
Table for Reports:

I. Secretariat

1. Address of Msgr. Sladan:
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(1) The CRBC Ad Limina visit. (cf. Can. Art. 400 §1- Unless the

Apostolic See has established otherwise, during the year in
which he is bound to submit a report to the Supreme Pontiff, a
diocesan bishop is to go to Rome to venerate the tombs of the
Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul and to present himself to the
Roman Pontiff.)

- Date: May 8-15, 2018

- The diocesan bishops are to prepare 4 copies of the report
on the work of the past 5 years and send them to the Apostolic
Nunciature by February 2018.

- Visits to different Congregations and Pontifical Councils:
the CRBC will have an audience with the Holy Father on
Monday, May 14, and visit the Secretariat of State on a
date to be decided. Besides, it is decided that the CRBC
will visit: 1.) The Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith; 2.) The Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments; 3.) The Congregation for
Evangelization of Peoples; 4.) The Congregation for the
Clergy; 5.) The Congregation for Catholic Education; 6.)
The Dicastery for the Laity, the Family and Life; 7.) The
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development; 8.)
The Apostolic Signatura; 9.) The Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity; 10.) The Pontifical Council
for Inter-religious Dialogue; 11.) The Pontifical Council
for Promoting New Evangelization. There are 13 places to
visit, including 11 Congregations and Councils, the Pope
and the Secretariat of State. However, Msgr. Sladan also said
that the bishops may be invited by other Congregations and their
Prefects for discussions and talks, for example, the Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
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Life. He will be responsible to arrange celebrating mass for
the bishops at the Altar of St. Peter in the catacombs beneath
the Papal Basilica of St. Peter and in other 3 Papal Basilicas.
The final program and relevant dates need to be confirmed and
informed by Msgr. Sladan. Generally speaking, a visit to a
Congregation lasts for 1 hour.

- Accommodation: Domus Romana Sacerdotalis.

-Transport: The Apostolic Nunciature will arrange it
according to the program.

-Air tickets and accommodation fee: to be taken in charge
by the bishops themselves.

-Fr. Bechina came to Taiwan to communicate with the
Ministry of Education of the R.O.C. government, in order
to implement the bilateral agreement. Where there is a
will, there is a way. Fr. Bechina invited the members of
the CRBC to work together with one heart to spread and
implement relevant measures.

(2) Msgr. Sladan suggested inviting the Prefect of the
Congregation of the Clergy, Cardinal Beniamino Stella, to come
to Taiwan next year to give speeches or courses to the priests.

(3) The worthy minor orders should be given to the seminarians
while they leaving the Seminary.

(4) The implementation of “probation” with equity: every
seminarian should have the opportunity to go abroad for
traineeship.

2. The Summary of the address of Fr. Bechina from the
Congregation for Catholic Education of the Holy See.
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3. The Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops invited the CRBC to
send one youth representative of 18-29 years of age according
to the number of its members to join in the preparatory meeting
from March 19-24, 2018 in Rome.

4. The CRBC Collaborative Chinese Translation Team for Church
Documents

5. The CRBC will only help Catholic institutions belonging to the
CRBC to apply government’s subsidies or other subsidies.

6. The presentation of the latest selection criteria of best religious
organizations by the Ministry of the Interior: The CRBC will
stop joining the selection in the future.

7. The prolonging of mandate of the Missionaries of Mercy
(Seminar).

8. Lourdes Association.

9. The Office of Human Development of the FABC: “Influences
brought to the Families by the Globalization of Social Economy
and the Climate Change”.

10. The Reports of the CRBC’s accountant and general service (Cf.
Proposal A of the Secretariat).

II. Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People

III. Caritas-Taiwan R.O.C.
IV. Commission for Aborigine Apostolate
V. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family

VI. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth
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VII. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Bible Apostolate

VIII. Commission for Sacred Liturgy
IX. Radio Veritas
X. Commission of Pastoral-Health Care

XI. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Catholic Charismatic Renewal Service Team

XII. Commission for Education and Culture

XIII. Commission for Inter-religious Dialogue and Ecumenical
Cooperation, Commission for Promoting Christian Unity

XIV. Pontifical Societies for Propagation of the Faith
Tables for Proposals:

I. Secretariat
A ~ 2018 CRBC Secretariat Budget

B + The Chinese-Speaking Cursillo Movement in North America:

Toronto branch asks to be established as its 9™ branch.

C ~ National Delegate of the CRBC for the International Eu-

charist Congress
D - Amendment of the Statutes of AMRSMW
E ~ Amendment of CRBC Evaluation of Personnel System

II. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family
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II1. Future Change of Status of Radio Veritas in Taiwan
IV. Taiwan Regional Tribunal of First Instance

V. Taiwan Regional Tribunal of Second Instance

VI. Hsinchu Diocese

VII. Taichung Diocese

VIII. Commission for Education and Culture (Catholic

Scouting)
IX. Chiayi Diocese
X. Commission for the Clergy (Seminary)
Proposals:
I. Proposals of the Secretariat

Proposal A: 2018 CRBC Secretariat Budget

Explanation:

1. The 2018 Budget and 2018 Work Plan (Cf. attached documents)

2. After the approval of the Board of Directors, the CRBC will
report to the competent authorities for examination.

Resolution: Approved.

Proposal B: The Chinese-speaking Cursillo Movement in North
America: Toronto branch asks to be established as its 9" branch.
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Explanation: Cf. attached document can be changed by the Eucharistic mystery. The CRBC can take

Resolution: Approved, and the National Commission for Promot- this occasion to think over the institution of selection for the

ing the Cursillo Movement in Christianity is invited to revise its Wizl Dslszei fon the s ool 1Brclenisiie Conzress 10

relevant organization and statutes. i crimebiditis o s disliepgiis.

Proposal C: National Delegate of the CRBC for the Interna- The Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist is the life of a priest. To

tional Eucharistic Congress preach on it is also his duty. Now the CRBC has already set up

the system that each diocese takes its turn to host a National Eu-

Explanation: The President of the International Eucharistic Con- o )
charistic Congress. The National Delegate can be undertaken by

gress, Archbishop Marini, wrote a letter to inform the CRBC to ] ) ) ) )
the diocesan bishop in charge of the upcoming National Eucha-

send a National Delegate to join in the two preparatory meetings o ) ) o
ristic Congress or by a priest appointed by this bishop. They can

for the International Eucharistic Congress in 2020, held respec- . .
choose lay people as assistants. On the one hand, the National

tively in Rome in the second half of 2018, and in Hungary in
2019. (Cf. attached documents)

Eucharistic Congress held by the diocese of the bishop can keep

connected with the International Eucharistic Congress, so that its

The National Delegate should, on behalf of the CRBC, partici-
pate in the preparatory work for the International Eucharistic
Congress and be responsible of its technical aspects such as
registration and creating working groups. Otherwise, he or she
should promote the Eucharistic devotion and strengthen the un-
derstanding of old and new Catholics towards the mystery of
the Sacrament of Eucharist through theme sharing, retreats, and
spiritual activities, so that they may see the importance of the

Eucharistic Sacrament and join in relevant activities; their life
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final goal can be achieved - to promote the Eucharistic spiritual-
ity among the faithful. On the other hand, the priest and the lay
assistants appointed by the bishop can have more international
exposures by participating in the preparatory meetings for the
International Eucharistic Congress, and the bishop himself can
know better the celebration and the liturgy of the Sacrament of

Eucharist; his international perspective can be widened.

Resolution: Ms Mary Ling-Fang Wu will continue her mandate as
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the National Delegate of the CRBC for the International Eucha-

ristic Congress.

Proposal D: Amendment of the Statutes of AMRSMW

Explanation: In article 4 of the Statutes of AMRSMW, it is pre-
scribed that the members of this joint meeting should be “mem-
bers of Standing Committee Meeting of CRBC (5 bishops),
secretary general of CRBC, executive members and execu-
tive secretaries of AMRSM and AMRSW”. (Cf. attached

document)

In order to foster the collaboration between Bishops and
Majors Religious Superior of Men and Women, CRBC and
AMRSMW both agree that the other 3 bishops who are not
members of Standing Committee of CRBC can be present at
the joint meeting. However, CRBC is the highest management
unit of the local church and should be higher than AMRSMW.
If article 4 of the Statutes of AMRSMW is changed and all 7
bishops attend the joint meeting, it means that AMRSMW and

CRBC have the same status and equal importance.

At the joint meeting of October 17, 2017, it is decided that the
amendment of article 4 of the Statutes of AMRSMW will be dis-
cussed by CRBC otherwise. AMRSMW says them will act in con-
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cert with the resolution of CRBC.

Resolution: The amendment of article 4 of the Statutes of
AMRSMW will be done. All bishops of CRBC are members of
the joint meeting, including the Secretary General.

II. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family
Explanations:

World Meeting of Families is held once every 3 years. It was
held in Philadelphia in 2015 and will be held in Dublin (Ireland)
in 2018. In accordance with the resolution of this Spring Plenary
Assembly, Bishop John Baptist LEE will lead a group to join in the
meeting. The list of names of the group is released little by little.

After the name list of the participants is established, the Section for
Family of the CRBC will gather the group and plan to hold at least
two formations by next August, so that the group can deepen their
participation after understanding the documents released by the
general meeting.

After the World Meeting of Families in Milan, in order to
encourage more Catholic families to participate in, the Section for
Family of CRBC lists every year a subsidy fund of NTD 200, 000
for the World Meeting of Families. The fund of NTD 600, 000
listed from 2015 to 2017 will be put to use next year.

As planned, this fund will be used to pay the registration of each
adult participant (68EUR per person; for children under 18 years
old, it is free) and to subsidize partly the air tickets of couples
bringing their children with them.

The bishops are invited to agree the plan to use the fund to pay for
items.
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Resolution: Approved.

III. Commission for Social Development, Section for
Communication (Radio Veritas in Taiwan): Future Change

of Status of Radio Veritas in Taiwan

Explanation: Policy changes of Radio Veritas in the Philippines
and corresponding measures of Radio Veritas in Taiwan

1. The shortwave section of Radio Veritas in Philippines will be
closed in June 2018 and the network platform will be set up
comprehensively. At this crucial moment, the possibility of
establishing a Radio Veritas in China is being discussed. When
Radio Veritas in China can work independently, Radio Veritas
in Taiwan will finish its phased-mission and the bishops are
requested to consider the planning of its future.

Means:

1. The bishops are requested to consider the positioning of Radio
Veritas in Taiwan. Now it is affiliated to the CRBC; in the future,
if this organization, after being set up completely, can become a
social media communication center in Taiwan, so that it can help
the Church to be seen.

2. Each diocese is invited to support Radio Veritas in Taiwan for its
financial needs if possible.

3. Now Radio Veritas in Taiwan keeps raising proactively part of its
fund in order to face the change in the future.

Resolution: Radio Veritas in Taiwan may be transformed into the

CRBC Communication Center. This project will be discussed and
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studied, and a report on its financial resources and vision will be

presented at the Spring Plenary Assembly.

IV. Taiwan Regional Tribunal of First Instance in search of a

promoter of Justice

Explanation: In accordance with the prescription of Can. Art.
1424, the sole judge of procedural law can, in any case, appoints
two assessors from clergy or lay people of good virtues to be con-
sultants. The Tribune of First Instance is an independent tribune,

and its members are as follows:

Most Rev. John Baptist LEE, Moderator

Rev. Joachim Thon Dinh VU, Judicial Vicar

Rev. Lucio FLORES, Promoter of Justice (new)

Rev. Alexander Truong DOAN, Defender of the Bond
Rev. Jacob B. AQUINO, Assessor

Rev. Paul CHEN, Assessor

Sr. Nora DELGADO, OSA, Notary (new)

Means: After the approval of the 7 bishops, the Secretariat of
CRBC will present the new list of personnel (with the signature of
each bishop) to the Apostolic Signatura, explaining that the effec-

tive date of the office of new personnel is January 1 of 2018.

Remark: Fr. Lucio FLORES will be the new Promoter of Jus-
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tice. He is now a member of the Tribunal of Second Instance.
If the proposal is approved, his office of Second Instance will

be deposed.

Resolution: Approved to proceed in accordance with the above-

mentioned means.

V. Taiwan Regional Tribunal of Second Instance: Personnel
changes in 2018

Explanation:

1. Fr. Caesar Albert REGO, Defender of the Bond of the Tribunal
of Second Instance, past away recently. For the moment there is
no Defender of the Bond in the Tribunal of Second Instance.

2. Fr. Lucio FLORES, Promoter of Justice of the Tribunal of
Second Instance, goes to Hsinchu to be Promoter of Justice
of the Tribunal of First Instance. Therefore, there is no
Promoter of Justice in the Tribunal of Second Instance.

3. Otherwise, Fr. Calogero ORIFIAMMA, Notary of the Tribunal
of Second Instance, went back to Italy. There is no Notary in the
Tribunal of Second Instance.

Means: To find a new Defender of the Bond, a new Promoter of
Justice and a new Notary for the Tribunal of Second Instance.

Resolution: Name list of candidates will be established.

VI. Hsinchu Diocese: Re-Classification of Sanctuaries in
the Catholic Directory

Proposal: It is suggested to add independent numbers to the sanc-
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tuaries classified in the Catholic Directory; the bishops are request-

ed to discuss about it.
Explanations:

1. In the Catholic Directory, different dioceses have different
editing structures for the sanctuaries. For example, in Hsinchu
Diocese,

(1) The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes does not have an
independent number and is indicated under the Kuansi Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church.

(2) The Saint Theresa Sanctuary has an independent number and
is classified in the Catholic Directory.

(3) The Holy House of Loreto Church has an independent number
and is classified in the Catholic Directory. The Sanctuary of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church and the Sanctuary of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church are not yet classified in the Catholic
Directory.

2. Other dioceses have their own ways to classify the sanctuaries,
as follows:

2.1 In the Archdiocese of Taipei, they are marked as sanctuaries
and have independent numbers in the Catholic Directory, for
example:

B02-05 St. Theresa Sanctuary: former St. Theresa Church
becoming a sanctuary in 1969.

B02-32 Our Lady of Miraculous Medal Shrine: former Holy
Cross Church becoming a sanctuary in 2017.

B02-81 Sanctuary of Our Lady of Wu Fong Ci: Sanctuary of
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Our Lady of Wu Fong Ci, Queen of Chinese Martyrs as full
name, completed in 2005.

2.2 In the Taichung Diocese, they are marked as churches only,
not as sanctuaries, for example:

DO02-13 Holy Family Church: the sanctuary has a same name
and had become a sanctuary in 2007.

Special example: Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima in Shui-Li
( It had become a sanctuary in 1993 and is located besides the
Monastery of Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance in
Shui-Li. The monastery has am entry ban and is not open to
the outsiders; however, the faithful are welcome to book a visit
in order to attend mass in the sanctuary. The sanctuary is not
classified in the Catholic Directory.

2.3 In the Chiayi Diocese, they are marked as sanctuaries and
have independent numbers. For example:

E02-16 Our Lady of China Sanctuary: it was called Our Lady
of China Church and had become a sanctuary in 1972.

2.4 In the Tainan Diocese, they are marked as churches, not as
sanctuaries.

For example:

F02-19 Causa Nostrae Laetitiae Church: the real name of the
Sanctuary is Causa Nostrae Laectitiac Sanctuary. It had become
a sanctuary in 1962.

2.5 In Kaohsiung Diocese, there are no sanctuaries to be marked
but basilicas:

G02-01 Minor Basilica-Cathedral of the Holy Rosary: it was
classified as minor basilica in 1995 and is the only cathedral
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showing its status other than a cathedral among other diocesan
cathedrals.

G02-40 Minor Basilica of the Immaculate Conception: it was
classified as minor basilica in 1984.

2.6 In Hualien Diocese, they are marked as sanctuaries and have
independent numbers, but are classified under the item of
“Pastoral Centers” in the Catholic Directory:

H81-03 Mother of the Poor Sanctuary: it was completed in
1998.

3. If each sanctuary in the Catholic Directory is marked with
independent number, that can help local and foreign faithful
to organize pilgrimages; the opportunities of exchanges thus
increase, and the sanctuaries can have better development in
the future.

Resolution: Agreed to proceed in accordance with the above-men-

tioned means.
VII. Taichung Diocese

Proposal: Instituting Grandparents’ Day on July 26, memorial

of Sts Joachim and Anne.
Explanation:

1. Sts Joachim and Anne were parents of the Virgin Mary and also
grandparents of Jesus.

2. In order to promote the importance of moral principles, cares
of old grandparents and transmission of faith, it is suggested to
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institute for the Church Grandparents’ Day on July 26, memorial
of Sts Joachim and Anne.

Resolution: Not approved.
VIII. Commission for Education and Culture

Proposal A: In order to promote successfully the Catholic
Scout Movement in Taiwan, the bishops are requested to
approve the change of Chinese name of the Taiwan Catholic
Conference of Scouting from "&EXFHEEHE" to "&
BREHEEZET" . The English name remains Taiwan Cath-
olic Conference of Scouting.

Explanation:

1. In order to promote successfully the Catholic Scout Movement
in Taiwan, Bishop John Baptist Lee of Hsinchu Diocese was
entrusted the task of handling the relevant proposal approved at
the 2012 Spring Plenary Assembly. At the 2016 Spring Plenary
Assembly, the first amendment of the Statutes of the Taiwan
Catholic Conference of Scouting was approved.

2. However, regarding the practical aspects of the Conference,
it is suggested to promote the Movement with the
organization of a “Z H & (Committee)”, for it is relatively
more simple, and the nature of the Catholic Scouting can be
better maintained.

3. “EHERLTEHETREZTE T will be the official name for
outsiders, and the Section for Taiwan Catholic Scouting is set up
under the Commission for Education and Culture; the draft of its
statutes is in the attached document.

Resolution: Agreed. The Chinese name of the Taiwan Catholic
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Conference of Scouting will be changed into” SEKXFHEES
" . After the amendment of the statutes, it will be approved.
Each diocese will send 1-3 delegates. Bishop John Baptist Lee is
appointed as chairman according to Item 1 of the Article 7 of the

Statutes.

Proposal B: The set-up of the office of Taiwan Catholic Confer-
ence of Scouting.

Explanation:

1. In order to promote Taiwan Catholic Scouting to join in
Asia Pacific and International Catholic Conference of
Scouting, Bishop John Baptist Lee, as representative of
Hsinchu Diocese, went to Japan personally to participate in
the International Catholic Scouts Jamboree in August 2016
and sent persons to Thailand to attend the International
Catholic Conference of Scouting Asia Pacific Region in
October 2017, and submit the membership application;
Fr. Jacques Gagey, World Chaplain and World Ecclesiastical
Assistant of the ICCS, and Mr. Cheolwoo, Secretary General
of Asia Pacific Region, help handling the membership
application; it is under examination now.

2. It is suggested to set the address of the TCCS in the CRBC (39,
An-Ju Street, Taipei City); the office is to be set in the Bishop’s
Office of Hsinchu Diocese (156-1, Zhongzheng Road, Hsinchu
City). Mr. Fang Chi Chen, Principal of St Peter High School,
is commissioned to organize a work team in order to handle
different kinds of general affairs. The diocesan bishops are
asked to appoint diocesan members. After their being appointed,
the first meeting of members should be convened, as to plan
different kinds of activities in the future.
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Resolution: Approved. The office will be set in the Bishop’s Office
of Hsinchu Diocese (156-1, Zhongzheng Road, Hsinchu City). Mr.
Fang Chi Chen, Principal of St Peter High School, is entrusted to
organize a work team in order to handle different kinds of general
affairs, and to help the chairman to convene the first meeting. An
account of the TCCS of the CRBC should be established.

IX. Chiayi Diocese

Proposal: The 4" National Eucharistic Congress will be held on
Friday of March 1, 2019

Explanation:

1. In accordance with the suggestion of the First Preparatory
Meeting for the 2019 National Eucharistic Congress, the 4"
National Eucharistic Congress will be held on Friday of March 1,
2019.

2. The main reasons why choosing this date:

(1) In order to meet the universal pastoral and evangelization
guidelines, so that more youth can participate in this event.

(2) The weather will be cooler and more pleasant, and there will
be a long weekend because of the 228 Peace Memorial Day;
this will facilitate the arrangement of holiday schedule.

(3) It is easier for staff members to start the preparation and to
carry out their task.

(4) The Chinese New Year vacation is from February 4 (New
Year’s Eve) to 19 (Lantern Festival). There is still a period of
time before the date of the Congress; the participation of the
Congress will not become a burden for everyone.
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(5) Ash Wednesday is on March 6, so the date of the Congress
avoid colliding with the season of Lent; it is suggested that
the National Eucharistic Congress should be held on June 26,
the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ; however, this
date is within the period where students are preparing their
admission exams and graduation.

3. If the Congress is held earlier in the beginning of the year, it can
be followed by the promotional activity for Eucharistic devotion
such as “EEfS K& #TKIESE” (To uphold the zeal of the
National Eucharistic Congress), in order to celebrate the 160"
anniversary of Evangelization in Taiwan.

Means:

1. This date will be effective after the confirmation of the CRBC
Plenary Assembly in November.

2. Please approve and assist the Chiayi diocese to concretize the
publicity, the promotion, the fundraising and other relevant
activities of the 4" National Eucharistic Congress.

Resolution: Approved.
X. Commission for Clergy
Proposal: The 2018 Advanced Formation for Priests

Explanation: In order to facilitate the participation of priests to the
Annual On-going Formation for 2018, the dates have been chosen.
It will be held from August 13 to 17, 2018. Msgr. Stephen J. Ros-
setti is invited as speaker, focusing on gender issues.

Means:

1. The Commission continues to discuss with Msgr. Stephen J.
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Rossetti the content and the topics of the formation.
2. Sr. Clara Chiang is commissioned to be the interpreter for this

formation.

3. Fr. Louis Gendron, SJ, President of Fu Jen Faculty of Theology
of St. Robert Bellarmine, is solicited to assist Sr. Clara Chiang’s
work of interpreter.

Resolution: Approved.
Additional reports:

*  Members of the Commission for Evangelization (Cf. attached
electronic document)

* Fr. Pak Chong Hwan, SJ, will be the new Chaplain of Chinese
Catholic University Student Association, and its mandate will be
made public on December 10, 2017, taking effect on the same
day.

* The Chinese translation of “Directory for Priests” is being
proof-read currently.

Memorandum:

® The next CRBC and AMRSMW Joint Meeting
Date: 10:00AM-3:00PM, Tuesday of March 13, 2018
Venue: Central Building, 5" Floor, 2, Sect. 1, Chungshan N. Road

¢ 2018 CRBC Standing Committee Meeting in the spring
Date: 3:00PM, March 12, 2018

¢ 2018 CRBC Plenary Assembly in the spring
Date: April 10-13, 2018

¢ The CRBC Ad Limina Visit
Date: May 8-15, 2018
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