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Climese IReglomall Bidhops” Confferemes
Pastoral ILetter 20119

With the coming of spring the world is renewed, all peoples
and families gather together in celebration. The Bishops’
Conference takes this opportunity to invite all brothers and
sisters—clergy, religious and laity—to return to the Church, the
mystical body of Christ, the family of the Blessed Trinity in the
world, and join together in the Lord. We invite them to take this
opportunity to return once more to the roots of our faith so that
in the coming year they may follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ
more closely and, on our pilgrimage through life, draw closer to
the kingdom of God. May the vocation of each one and of each
community continue to develop and grow.

A Life beyond Secularist Ways of Thinking

The purpose of the Church founded in the world by Jesus Christ is
that it become a means by which all human beings recognize the
God who created us and all that is in the universe. By this means,
they may respond to the call of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word of
God, and inherit the kingdom of heaven so that, at the ending of
our life here, we may enjoy the company of God for ever. Although
each person has their own plan for life in this world, yet since
there is only one Lord, one faith and one baptism (cf. Eph 4:5),
our life differs from that of those who do not believe in Christ. The
difference lies in that the words and example of Jesus Christ are
our sole standard and model and the only path that leads directly
to heaven (cf. Rm 14:6). This implies that we must set aside the
way of thinking of the world and a lifestyle grounded in secular
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values. The special feature of a secular outlook is that it takes life
in the present world as its ultimate goal and asks us to live only
for the present. Here the heart has no room for God and, when
this happens, God ends up by being replaced by mankind. Jesus
Christ said, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and
suffer the loss of his own soul?” (Mk 8:35-36). Our surroundings,
including all the laws related to life and death, marriage and
bearing children, are evermore secularized and, to an ever greater
degree, such that it is difficult to conceive of human beings as
God’s image and likeness, each one having an immortal soul and
with heaven as their ultimate resting-place (Phil 3:20). Brothers
and sisters in the Church must stand awake, pray often, discern and
constantly deepen their knowledge of the faith (cf. 1 Cor 2:15),
so that life does not succumb to secularization, but rather, that it
displays its supernatural nature even more clearly. (cf. 1 P 5:8).

We should change a secular world and not allow ourselves to be
changed by it

The faith is a gift of God’s grace, yet the following of Jesus Christ
requires a firm purpose of will and daily practice, since, only so,
will our moral fibre be strong enough to resist the mainstream
current and, only then, will we have the courage to bear witness to
the Lord in a way that is consonant with modern life. God never
ceases to call his people. He will support them, heal them and lead
then on the right path. If we repent, set aside all that is impure and
unjust, then the Holy Spirit will be able to transform us and make
up for what is lacking in us so that we belong wholly to Christ. To
belong to Christ is to be a free person, our hearts no longer subject
to the influence of worldly thought, no longer bound by sin, such
that we can lay aside our own interests (cf. Ga 5:20), so that we
begin to see where society and various groups of people stand in
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need of purification, liberation and lifting up by God’s grace. We
will, then, not only pray for them—prayer is the life of the soul—
but also actively take steps to meet them and seek ways to shoulder
our responsibility to evangelise. In this way we can accept the
changes, great and small, which the Holy Spirit leads each of us
individually, and the local Church as a whole, to make.

Daily Progress towards the fullness of the Kingdom of God

To love God is to follow his commandments (cf. 1 Jn 5:3) and
following God’s commandments means living a holy and good
life. In a secularized environment we must be very sensitive
and fully desire all that God gives us to become holy and good,
treasuring it and strenuously protecting it. In first place there is
LIFE: from the moment of conception up until natural death (cf.
Declaration Dignitatis Humanae, 1). God is the giver and master
of life. Secondly, there is the FAMILY: the human community
in which life is born and matures (cf. Apostolic Exhortation
Familiaris Consortio, 17). Next comes the CHURCH and the
SACRAMENTS which Christ established. The Church is the sign
in the world through which human beings obtain divine life. Of
special importance is the Holy Eucharist, the summit and source
of our faith (cf. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1324). The
New Testament tells us: as Son of God the Lord Jesus respects and
loves the life of each person. He also chose to be born in a family
with both father and mother. He established the Church and gave
his life for her. Human dignity comes from our being the image and
likeness of God. Although secular culture strongly affirms the rights
and dignity of the individual, it does not, however, uphold the most
basic right to life. It does not uphold the family community in
which human life is transmitted nor assist humankind to seek out
the Church of God. Without the right to life, without the institution
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of marriage between one man and one woman, without the Church
founded by Christ, human rights and human dignity will be
reduced to a mere political pawn for a small group of people, their
meaning dependent on the whims and changes of time and tide. If
we truly want the rights and dignity of each person to be respected
and protected, we need to learn from the Lord Jesus, imitate him
and strive to maintain the sacred character of life, treasure our own
family and love the Church and the sacraments founded to save
humankind, as well as her teaching regarding the life of faith, the
ethics of life and social justice. The Church is the first beginnings
of the kingdom of God on earth and while it may never be equated
with the kingdom itself, yet it can bring us closer to that kingdom
day by day. Therefore, as the New Year begins...

May pastors rediscover the love Jesus the Good Shepherd has
for his flock and deepen their own pastoral charity (cf. Jn 21:15-
17), so that each member of the faithful in their own parish can
experience the zeal and loving care of their pastors, whether in
parish administration, pre-and post-marital accompaniment, or
distribution of the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and the
sacrament of reconciliation.

In an environment that is becoming more secularized every day,
may consecrated persons courageously live out their vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience and help the Church—the bride of
Christ—to bear witness of the lifestyle of the kingdom of heaven,
so that young people are able to respond to the Lord’s call and seek
what is of heaven, thereby satisfying their hearts’ desire for truth,
goodness and beauty. (cf. Col 3:1)

May young people together build up the Church in Taiwan and be
courageous in speaking up for the Church, zealously and actively
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taking part in its activities and in bearing the mantel of Christ,
struggling for the ideals of Christ and bringing hope.

May the faithful as a whole discover anew the unconditional love
the Lord has for them. May they be constant in fidelity to the
Church and the Magisterium, not fearful of bearing witness to the
Lord and his truth in their daily life, so that the faith may be handed
on among the people with whom they live.

We need to believe that the mercy of God the Father goes way
beyond the weakness of our human nature. Anyone who humbles
himself/herself and whole-heartedly returns to him will receive
a new opportunity from him to begin afresh, and even receive a
greater mission to the glory of God.

May the God of Mercy, through his sanctifying presence, fill the
hearts of each one of us with the supernatural virtues of faith, hope
and charity, purifying our hearts from all worldly ways of thinking
so that we can assist in shaping a conscience that conforms to
God’s holy will.

According to the Second Vatican Council, the clear and manifest
purpose of the Church is that each one of the faithful and each faith
community and each parish may become ever more lively in faith,
hope and charity, bringing an increase in virtue for the faithful and
being an instrument for preaching the Gospel. All that is stated
above is something everyone knows but the real question is how it
should be implemented. In its response to this question, the Church
in Taiwan has already opened a path, which comprises three steps:

1. A survey of all parishes in Taiwan to assess our pastoral life, the
effort we put into evangelization and the problems we face.
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2. Discussion of the final results of this survey so as to discern
the way to be better witnesses of Christ in the present age. This
step includes two stages: at parish level and at the level of the
dioceses.

3. The Church in the Taiwan region will hold a conference to
examine our pastoral life and evangelizing mission.

It is expected that the final stage will take place in 2020.
Meanwhile, the dioceses will present their own findings, along with
proposed solutions, to each other and then discern the common
priority issues for the whole of the Church in Taiwan within various
fields. This will not be merely one session at a conference. After
verification, individuals or groups who have effectively led the life
and mission of the Church in Taiwan will be invited to share their
experience in the conference, as a valuable gift for all, so that the
kingdom of God may grow day by day on our soil to the glory of
God and the salvation of souls.

For this, we beg the Virgin Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the
Church, to accompany us on our pilgrimage of faith and intercede
for each of us and for the faith communities to which we belong,
so that we may become like her, remaining always faithful to her
Divine Son and doing God’s will throughout our life.

We wish you all

Happy New Year and the Fullness of Grace!

All the bishops of the Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference
Spring 2019
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Urbi Et Orbi Message for Easter
of His Holiness Pope Francis 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Happy Easter!

Today the Church renews the proclamation made by the first
disciples: “Jesus is risen!” And from mouth to mouth, from heart
to heart, there resounds a call to praise: “Alleluia, Alleluia!” On
this morning of Easter, the perennial youth of the Church and
of humanity as a whole, I would like to address each of you in
the opening words of my recent Apostolic Exhortation devoted
especially to young people:

“Christ is alive! He is our hope, and in a wonderful way he brings
youth to our world. Everything he touches becomes young, new,
full of life. The very first words, then, that I would like to say to
every young Christian are these: Christ is alive and he wants you
to be alive! He is in you, he is with you and he never abandons
you. However far you may wander, he is always there, the Risen
One. He calls you and he waits for you to return to him and start
over again. When you feel you are growing old out of sorrow,
resentment or fear, doubt or failure, he will always be there to
restore your strength and your hope” (Christus Vivit, 1-2).

Dear brothers and sisters, this message is also addressed to every
person in the world. The resurrection of Christ is the principle of
new life for every man and every woman, for true renewal always
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begins from the heart, from the conscience. Yet Easter is also the
beginning of the new world, set free from the slavery of sin and
death: the world open at last to the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of
love, peace and fraternity.

Christ is alive and he remains with us. Risen, he shows us the
light of his face, and he does not abandon all those experiencing
hardship, pain and sorrow. May he, the Living One, be hope for
the beloved Syrian people, victims of an ongoing conflict to which
we risk becoming ever more resigned and even indifferent. Now is
instead the time for a renewed commitment for a political solution
able to respond to people’s legitimate hopes for freedom, peace and
justice, confront the humanitarian crisis and favour the secure re-
entry of the homeless, along with all those who have taken refuge
in neighbouring countries, especially Lebanon and Jordan.

Easter makes us keep our eyes fixed on the Middle East, torn by
continuing divisions and tensions. May the Christians of the region
patiently persevere in their witness to the Risen Lord and to the
victory of life over death. I think in particular of the people of
Yemen, especially the children, exhausted by hunger and war. May
the light of Easter illumine all government leaders and peoples
in the Middle East, beginning with Israelis and Palestinians, and
spur them to alleviate such great suffering and to pursue a future of
peace and stability.

May conflict and bloodshed cease in Libya, where defenceless
people are once more dying in recent weeks and many families
have been forced to abandon their homes. I urge the parties
involved to choose dialogue over force and to avoid reopening
wounds left by a decade of conflicts and political instability.
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May the Living Christ grant his peace to the entire beloved African
continent, still rife with social tensions, conflicts and at times
violent forms of extremism that leave in their wake insecurity,
destruction and death, especially in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger,
Nigeria and Cameroon. I think too of Sudan, presently experiencing
a moment of political uncertainty; it is my hope that all voices
will be heard, and that everyone will work to enable the country to
find the freedom, development and well-being to which it has long
aspired.

May the Risen Lord accompany the efforts of the civil and religious
authorities of South Sudan, sustained by the fruits of the spiritual
retreat held several days ago here in the Vatican. May a new page
open in the history of that country, in which all political, social and
religious components actively commit themselves to the pursuit of
the common good and the reconciliation of the nation.

May this Easter bring comfort to the people of the eastern regions
of Ukraine, who suffer from the continuing conflict. May the
Lord encourage initiatives of humanitarian aid and those aimed at
pursuing a lasting peace.

May the joy of the resurrection fill the hearts of those who on the
American continent are experiencing the effects of difficult political
and economic situations. I think in particular of the Venezuelan
people, of all those who lack the minimal conditions for leading a
dignified and secure life due to a crisis that endures and worsens.
May the Lord grant that all those with political responsibilities may
work to end social injustices, abuses and acts of violence, and take
the concrete steps needed to heal divisions and offer the population
the help they need.
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May the Risen Lord shed his light on the efforts made in Nicaragua
to find as rapidly as possible a peaceful negotiated solution for the
benefit of the entire Nicaraguan people.

Before the many sufferings of our time, may the Lord of life not
find us cold and indifferent. May he make us builders of bridges,
not walls. May the One who gives us his peace end the roar of
arms, both in areas of conflict and in our cities, and inspire the
leaders of nations to work for an end to the arms race and the
troubling spread of weaponry, especially in the economically
more advanced countries. May the Risen Christ, who flung
open the doors of the tomb, open our hearts to the needs of the
disadvantaged, the vulnerable, the poor, the unemployed, the
marginalized, and all those who knock at our door in search of
bread, refuge, and the recognition of their dignity.

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ is alive! He is hope and youth
for each of us and for the entire world. May we let ourselves be
renewed by him! Happy Easter!

EASTER 2019

Central loggia of the Vatican Basilica
Easter, 21 April 2019
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis

for the World Day of Vocations 2019

The courage to take a risk for God’s promise

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

After the lively and fruitful experience of the Synod devoted to young
people last October, we recently celebrated the Thirty-fourth World
Youth Day in Panama City. These two great events allowed the
Church to be attentive both to the voice of the Spirit and to the life of
young men and women, their questions and concerns, their problems
and their hopes.

Building on what I shared with the young people in Panama, I would
like to reflect, on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, on how the
Lord’s call makes us bearers of a promise and, at the same time, asks
of us the courage to take a risk, with him and for him. I will do this by
reflecting briefly with you on these two aspects — promise and risk —
as they appear in the Gospel account of the calling of the first disciples
by the sea of Galilee (Mk 1:16-20).

Two pairs of brothers — Simon and Andrew, and James and John —
are going about their daily tasks as fishermen. In this demanding
work, they had learned the laws of nature, yet at times, when the
winds were adverse and waves shook their boats, they had to defy the
elements. On some days, the catch of fish amply repaid their efforts,
but on others, an entire night’s work was not sufficient to fill their nets,
and they had to return to shore weary and disappointed.
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Much of life is like that. Each of us tries to realize his or her deepest
desires; we engage in activities that we hope will prove enriching,
and we put out on a “sea” of possibilities in the hope of steering the
right course, one that will satisfy our thirst for happiness. Sometimes
we enjoy a good catch, while at others, we need courage to keep our
boat from being tossed by the waves, or we are frustrated at seeing
our nets come up empty.

As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encounter. Jesus walks
by, sees those fishermen, and walks up to them... The same thing
happened when we met the person we wanted to marry, or when we
first felt the attraction of a life of consecration: we were surprised
by an encounter, and at that moment we glimpsed the promise of a
joy capable of bringing fulfilment to our lives. That day, by the sea
of Galilee, Jesus drew near to those fishermen, breaking through
the “paralysis of routine” (Homily for the XXII World Day for
Consecrated Life, 2 February 2018). And he immediately made them
a promise: “I will make you fishers of men” (Mk 1:17).

The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; it is not
a “cage” or a burden to be borne. On the contrary, it is the loving
initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be part of a
great undertaking. He opens before our eyes the horizon of a greater
sea and an abundant catch.

God in fact desires that our lives not become banal and predictable,
imprisoned by daily routine, or unresponsive before decisions that
could give it meaning. The Lord does not want us to live from day
to day, thinking that nothing is worth fighting for, slowly losing our
desire to set out on new and exciting paths. If at times he makes us
experience a “miraculous catch”, it is because he wants us to discover
that each of us is called — in a variety of ways — to something grand,
and that our lives should not grow entangled in the nets of an ennui
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that dulls the heart. Every vocation is a summons not to stand on the
shore, nets in hand, but to follow Jesus on the path he has marked out
for us, for our own happiness and for the good of those around us.

Embracing this promise naturally demands the courage to risk
making a decision. The first disciples, called by Jesus to be part of
something greater, “immediately left their nets and followed him” (Mk
1:18). Responding to the Lord’s call involves putting ourselves on
the line and facing a great challenge. It means being ready to leave
behind whatever would keep us tied to our little boat and prevent us
from making a definitive choice. We are called to be bold and decisive
in seeking God’s plan for our lives. Gazing out at the vast “ocean” of
vocation, we cannot remain content to repair our nets on the boat that
gives us security, but must trust instead in the Lord’s promise.

I think primarily of the call to the Christian life which all of us
received at Baptism. It teaches us that our life is not a fluke but
rather a gift: that of being God’s beloved children, gathered in the
great family of the Church. It is precisely in the ecclesial community
that the Christian life is born and develops, especially through the
liturgy. The liturgy introduces us to God’s word and the grace of the
sacraments; from an early age, we are taught the art of prayer and
fraternal sharing. In the end, the Church is our mother because she
brings us to new life and leads us to Christ. So we must love her, even
when we see her face marred by human frailty and sin, and we must
help to make her ever more beautiful and radiant, so that she can bear
witness to God’s love in the world.

The Christian life thus finds expression in those decisions that, while
giving a precise direction to our personal journey, also contribute to
the growth of God’s kingdom in our world. I think of the decision
to marry in Christ and to form a family, as well as all those other
vocations associated with work and professional life, with the

2019 / No.370



agitE FTHEHT 55

commitment to charity and solidarity, with social and political
responsibilities, and so forth. These vocations make us bearers of a
promise of goodness, love and justice, not only for ourselves but also
for our societies and cultures, which need courageous Christians and
authentic witnesses of the kingdom of God.

In encountering the Lord, some may feel the attraction of a call to the
consecrated life or to the ordained priesthood. It is a discovery that
can excite and at the same time frighten us, since we feel called to
become “fishers of men” in the barque of the Church by giving totally
of ourselves in commitment to faithful service of the Gospel and
our brothers and sisters. Such a decision carries the risk of leaving
everything behind to follow the Lord, to devote ourselves completely
to him, and to share in his work. Many kinds of interior resistance
can stand in the way of making this decision, especially in highly
secularized contexts where there no longer seems to be a place for
God and for the Gospel. Places where it is easy to grow discouraged
and fall into the “weariness of hope” (Homily at Mass with Priests,
Consecrated Persons and Lay Movements, Panama, 26 January 2019).

And yet, there can be no greater joy than to risk one’s life for the
Lord! I would like to say this especially to you, the young. Do not
be deaf to the Lord’s call. If he calls you to follow this path, do not
pull your oars into the boat, but trust him. Do not yield to fear, which
paralyzes us before the great heights to which the Lord points us.
Always remember that to those who leave their nets and boat behind,
and follow him, the Lord promises the joy of a new life that can fill
our hearts and enliven our journey.

Dear friends, it is not always easy to discern our vocation and to
steer our life in the right direction. For this reason, there needs to
be a renewed commitment on the part of the whole Church — priests,
religious, pastoral workers and educators — to provide young people
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in particular with opportunities for listening and discernment.
There is a need for a youth ministry and a vocational promotion
that can open the way to discovering God’s plan, above all through
prayer, meditation on God’s word, eucharistic adoration and
spiritual accompaniment.

As was made clear several times during the World Youth Day in
Panama, we should always look to Mary. Also in the story of
this young woman, vocation was both a promise and a risk. Her
mission was not easy, yet she did not allow fear to prevail. “It was
the ‘yes’ of someone prepared to be committed, someone willing
to take a risk, ready to stake everything she had, with no more
security than the certainty of knowing that she was the bearer of a
promise. I ask each one of you: Do you see yourselves as bearers
of a promise? What promise do I bear within my heart to take
forward? Mary’s would undoubtedly be a difficult mission, but the
challenges that lay ahead were no reason to say ‘no’. Things would
get complicated, of course, but not in the same way as happens
when cowardice paralyzes us because things are not clear or sure in
advance” (Vigil with Young People, Panama, 26 January 2019).

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, let us join in prayer and
ask the Lord to help us discover his plan of love for our lives, and
to grant us the courage to walk in the path that, from the beginning,
he has chosen for each of us.

From the Vatican, 31 January 2019
Memorial of Saint John Bosco

FRANCIS
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for the World Day of
Social Communications 2019

«We are members one of another» (Eph 4:25).

From social network communities to the human community
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Ever since the internet first became available, the Church has
always sought to promote its use in the service of the encounter
between persons, and of solidarity among all. With this Message,
I would like to invite you once again to reflect on the foundation
and importance of our being-in-relation and to rediscover, in the
vast array of challenges of the current communications context, the
desire of the human person who does not want to be left isolated
and alone.

The metaphors of the net and community

Today’s media environment is so pervasive as to be
indistinguishable from the sphere of everyday life. The Net is a
resource of our time. It is a source of knowledge and relationships
that were once unthinkable. However, in terms of the profound
transformations technology has brought to bear on the process
of production, distribution and use of content, many experts also
highlight the risks that threaten the search for, and sharing of,
authentic information on a global scale. If the Internet represents

2019 / N0.370



an extraordinary possibility of access to knowledge, it is also
true that it has proven to be one of the areas most exposed to
disinformation and to the conscious and targeted distortion of facts
and interpersonal relationships, which are often used to discredit.

We need to recognize how social networks, on the one hand, help
us to better connect, rediscover, and assist one another, but on the
other, lend themselves to the manipulation of personal data, aimed
at obtaining political or economic advantages, without due respect
for the person and his or her rights. Statistics show that among
young people one in four is involved in episodes of cyberbullying. "

In this complex scenario, it may be useful to reflect again on the
metaphor of the net, which was the basis of the Internet to begin
with, to rediscover its positive potential. The image of the net
invites us to reflect on the multiplicity of lines and intersections
that ensure its stability in the absence of a centre, a hierarchical
structure, a form of vertical organization. The net works because all
its elements share responsibility.

From an anthropological point of view, the metaphor of the net
recalls another meaningful image: the community. A community
is that much stronger if it is cohesive and supportive, if it is
animated by feelings of trust, and pursues common objectives. The
community as a network of solidarity requires mutual listening and
dialogue, based on the responsible use of language.

Everyone can see how, in the present scenario, social network
communities are not automatically synonymous with community.
In the best cases, these virtual communities are able to demonstrate
cohesion and solidarity, but often they remain simply groups of
individuals who recognize one another through common interests
or concerns characterized by weak bonds. Moreover, in the social
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web identity is too often based on opposition to the other, the
person outside the group: we define ourselves starting with what
divides us rather than with what unites us, giving rise to suspicion
and to the venting of every kind of prejudice (ethnic, sexual,
religious and other).

This tendency encourages groups that exclude diversity, that
even in the digital environment nourish unbridled individualism
which sometimes ends up fomenting spirals of hatred. In this way,
what ought to be a window on the world becomes a showcase for
exhibiting personal narcissism.

The Net is an opportunity to promote encounter with others, but it
can also increase our self-isolation, like a web that can entrap us.
Young people are the ones most exposed to the illusion that the
social web can completely satisfy them on a relational level. There
is the dangerous phenomenon of young people becoming “social
hermits” who risk alienating themselves completely from society.
This dramatic situation reveals a serious rupture in the relational
fabric of society, one we cannot ignore.

This multiform and dangerous reality raises various questions of
an ethical, social, juridical, political and economic nature, and
challenges the Church as well. While governments seek legal
ways to regulate the web and to protect the original vision of a
free, open and secure network, we all have the possibility and the
responsibility to promote its positive use.

Clearly, it is not enough to multiply connections in order to
increase mutual understanding. How, then, can we find our true
communitarian identity, aware of the responsibility we have
towards one another in the online network as well?

“We are members one of another”
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A possible answer can be drawn from a third metaphor: that of
the body and the members, which Saint Paul uses to describe the
reciprocal relationship among people, based on the organism that
unites them. “Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak the truth,
each to his neighbour, for we are members one of another” (Eph
4:25). Being members one of another is the profound motivation
with which the Apostle invites us to put away falsehood and speak
the truth: the duty to guard the truth springs from the need not
to belie the mutual relationship of communion. Truth is revealed
in communion. Lies, on the other hand, are a selfish refusal to
recognize that we are members of one body; they are a refusal to
give ourselves to others, thus losing the only way to find ourselves.

The metaphor of the body and the members leads us to reflect on
our identity, which is based on communion and on “otherness”. As
Christians, we all recognize ourselves as members of the one body
whose head is Christ. This helps us not to see people as potential
competitors, but to consider even our enemies as persons. We no
longer need an adversary in order to define ourselves, because the
all-encompassing gaze we learn from Christ leads us to discover
otherness in a new way, as an integral part and condition of
relationship and closeness.

Such a capacity for understanding and communication among
human persons is based on the communion of love among the
divine Persons. God is not Solitude, but Communion; he is Love,
and therefore communication, because love always communicates;
indeed, it communicates itself in order to encounter the other. In
order to communicate with us and to communicate himself to us,
God adapts himself to our language, establishing a real dialogue
with humanity throughout history (cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council, Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, 2).
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By virtue of our being created in the image and likeness of God
who is communion and communication-of-Self, we carry forever
in our hearts the longing for living in communion, for belonging
to a community. “Nothing, in fact, is as specific to our nature as
entering into a relationship one with another, having need of one
another,” says Saint Basil."”

The present context calls on all of us to invest in relationships, and
to affirm the interpersonal nature of our humanity, including in and
through the network. All the more so, we Christians are called to
manifest that communion which marks our identity as believers.
Faith itself, in fact, is a relationship, an encounter; and under
the impetus of God’s love, we can communicate, welcome and
understand the gift of the other and respond to it.

Communion in the image of the Trinity is precisely what
distinguishes the person from the individual. From faith in God
who is Trinity, it follows that in order to be myself | need others. |
am truly human, truly personal, only if I relate to others. In fact, the
word “person” signifies the human being as a “face”, whose face
is turned towards the other, who is engaged with others. Our life
becomes more human insofar as its nature becomes less individual
and more personal; we see this authentic path of becoming more
human in one who moves from being an individual who perceives
the other as a rival, to a person who recognizes others as travelling
companions.

From a “like” to an “amen”

The image of the body and the members reminds us that the use
of the social web is complementary to an encounter in the flesh
that comes alive through the body, heart, eyes, gaze, breath of the
other. If the Net is used as an extension or expectation of such an
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encounter, then the network concept is not betrayed and remains
a resource for communion. If a family uses the Net to be more
connected, to then meet at table and look into each other’s eyes,
then it is a resource. If a Church community coordinates its activity
through the network, and then celebrates the Eucharist together,
then it is a resource. If the Net becomes an opportunity to share
stories and experiences of beauty or suffering that are physically
distant from us, in order to pray together and together seek out the
good to rediscover what unites us, then it is a resource.

We can, in this way, move from diagnosis to treatment: opening
the way for dialogue, for encounter, for “smiles” and expressions
of tenderness... This is the network we want, a network created
not to entrap, but to liberate, to protect a communion of people
who are free. The Church herself is a network woven together by
Eucharistic communion, where unity is based not on “likes”, but on
the truth, on the “Amen”, by which each one clings to the Body of
Christ, and welcomes others.

From the Vatican, January 24, 2019

The Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales
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